Taliban make advance 
towards Salang 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Afghan- taken any decision on the issue of 

istan's Taliban have made advanc- wheat subsidy. Food and Agricul- 

es against opposition fighters lure Ministry official said, 

about eighty kilometers north of Commenting on the reports 

Kabul, reports VOA. about deferment of abolition of 

The radio said that Taliban have wheat subsidy, published in a sec- 
advanced south to Baghlan prov- tion of Press, he said that the fed- 
inpe to near the northern entranc- eral government has not commu- 
cs of the Salang tunnel which con- nicated any instructions to the ' 
nects southern Afghanistan to its provinces in this regard, 
northern provinces. At least a doz- The sources said that the prov- 
en people have been killed in two inces were providing subsidy on 
days of fighting. The fighting wheat since long on the directives 
comes days after international do- of Federal Government and more 
nors told both warring groups that than Rs 1 0 billion are being spent 
aid may stop if fresh hostilities on it. 

break out. Sindh and NWFP has demand- 
The Taliban control ninety per- ed of the Federal Government to 
cent of Afghanistan and have been withdraw subsidy on wheat from 
unable to dislodge the opposition the next fiscal year to overcome i 
from the remaining part of the its financial burden, 
country. Repeated international at- The Punjab is not in favour of 
tempts to broker peace between withdrawal of subsidy on wheat 
the two sides have failed. and requested the federal govern- 
Meanwhile, a top aide to Rus- ment not to take such decision, 
sian President Vladimir Putin is The sources said that the subsi- 
standing by his warning that Rus- dy on wheat is continue and the 
sia will launch air strikes against Federal Goverimient is likely to 
Afghanistan if it gives support tp announce uniform policy on the 
Chechen fighters. issue of wheat subsidy when re- 
Kremlin's spokesman Sergei quired. 
Askyonshky repeated that Russia The Punjab and Sindh has not 
is not ruling out attacks on what started wheat releases to the flour 
he called su.spectcd Islamic terror- millswhile NWFP and Balochislan 
ist bases in Afghanistan. are providing wheal to the mills on 
No decision on the issue of small scale. The matter of subsidy 
wheat subsidy is linked with the releases to the 
The Federal Government has not flour mills, the sources added. 



Heavy fighting 
erupts in north 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD, May 22: A new 
round of fighting erupted in 
northern Afghanistan on 
Monday as opposition forces 
launched a counter-attack 
against Taliban troops in the 
northern Salang area, a report 
here said. 

The pre-dawn attack mount- 
ed by the forces of opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood was "very heavy," the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
reported. "Both sides are using 
tanks and artillery," the private 
news service said. — ^AFP 
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Moscow's threat 

THE belligerent assertion, reiterated on tiie second consecutive day, by 
Russian President's top spokesman on Chechnya that Moscow would not 
rule out attacking suspected Islamic "terrorist" bases in Afghanistan, in 
case they threatened Russia's national interests or the national interests of 
countries of the region, which have friendly relations with it, has rightly 
elicited criticism from the United States, Pakistan as well as Kabul, not to 
speak.of tiie alarm expressed by the opposition forces within Russia itself 
that SM&ha threat, if exefctited, co61d widen the Chechen Conflict. Ser^i 
Yasti±hembsky 's remaHc'that fbrfaking out the Checheii guerrilla training 
camps there was no need of an armed intervention against the Taliban, was 
clearly indicative of the possibility of a resort to air strikes. An Afghan 
spokesman has categorically denied that his country was providing 
training facilities to the Chechen fighters. Nor had it, he said, agreed to 
render them military assistance which it had been accused of doing, adding 
that Kabuf had accorded recognition to Chechnya on political and moral 
grounds and would continue to give it diplomatic support. The spokesman 
of the Pakistan Foreign Office, while highlighting the destabilising impact 
that such air strikes would have on the region, referred to the recent Afghan 
Interior Minister's visit to Islamabad in which he had given the assurance, 
on behalf of Mullah Umar, that Afghanistan was against terrorism an<i 
would not allow anyone to Use its territory for hostile acts against any 
country. Washington has repeated its point of view that the Kremlin 
should "pursue something other than a military solution" because the 
Chechen crisis could not be resolved through the use of force. 

Ever since President Yeltsin handed over the mantle of power to him, 
Vladimir Putin has been displaying a tough and uncompromising posture 
in handling issues of national importance Tue people of Russia, smarting 
under the feeling of a humiliating loss of superpower status and an 
ineffective, vacillating stint of Yeltsin rule, welcomed his ruthless cam- 
paign, reminiscent of his Kr»P. past, in the Caucasian republic. His success 
at the polls where he bagged more than the required 50 per cent in the first 
round was assured. The expression of hawkish intent by his spokesman in 
pursuing the Chechen fighters wherever they might be has to be seen in the 
context of Russians' desife to project their country as power^l enough to 
have its way, even if it involved stepping on other' s toes in Ae process. But 
the ground realities since it occupied Afghanistan for ten painful years 
before it was made to beat a shameful retreat hsve radic^ly changed. 
Whatever the real purpose - demolishing the so-called training camps or 
bolstering the motile of the Northern Alliance - Moscow should be well 
advised not to underestimate the Taliban and to reconsider its moves in the 
interest of peace and avoid having a recourse to action that is fraught with 
dangerous consequences for the region. Having failed to completely 
subdue the Chechens, it should heed the counsel of adopting a peaceKil 
approach to solving the problem, rather than pursuing an ever-evasive goal 
of scoring a military victory. The best course for Russia would be to put 
its own house in order and not court further trouble in pursuit of imagined 
national interests or the interests of friendly countries in the region. 
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Strong quake 
jolts Paldstan, 
Aighanistan 

KABUL (AFP) - An earthquake 
measuring 5.8 on the Richter scale 
jolted the Afghan capital and sur- 
rounding provinces early Satur- 
day but there were no reports of 
casualties, residents and officials 
said. 

Tremors lasting several seconds 
were felt around 4 am (2330 GMT 
Friday), residents said. 

The earthquake also shook a wide 
area in Pakistan's northwest re- 
gion bordering Afghanistan but no 
human or material losses were re- 
ported. 

The Pakistani seismological de- 
partment said the quake measured 
5.8 on the international Richter 
Scale with the epicentre located 
200 kilometers northwest of 
Peshawar in the Hindukush range 
in Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan has no seismologi- 
cal facilities to measure the magni- 
tude or locate the epicentre of earth- 
quakes. 

A spokesman for Afghan oppo- 
sition forces which control quake- 
prone northeastern regions said 
they also felt the quake but knew 
of no casualties. 

'We also felt the quake, but 
thankfully no casualties or destruc- 
tion has been reported yet,' said 
Sayed Hussain Anwar, an opposi- 
tion official. 

The Bakhtar Information 
Agency of the ruling Taliban mili- 
tia also reported no loss of life or 
damage. 

Afghanistan has been rocked by 
several earthquakes in the past 
three years which have claimed 
9,000 lives, mostly in northern 
j Takhar and Badakhshan and the 
I central Wardak province. 
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*Loya Jirga only solutioi^ 
to Afghan problem* 



PESHAWAR - While demand- 
ing the establishment of Loya Jir- 
ga (Grand Assembly) and conven- 
ing its meeting on emergency ba- 
sis, the moderate National Islam- 
ic Front of Afghanistan (NIFA) 
has Claimed that this was the only 
way for resolving the long await- 
ed Afghan problem. 

Through its official communi- 
que issued here on Saturday, he 
said that the NIFA, in accord- 
ance with this political frame- 
work had taken many initia- 
tives. 

First Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani, 
a central leader of NIFA travelled 
to Kandahar for a meeting with the 
leaders of Taliban movement in 
June 1996. 

In addition to meeting the su- 
preme leader of Taliban Moham- 
mad Omar Mujahid, Pir Syed Gil- 
lani had one to one meeting with 
each and every member of Uie su- 
preme ruling council of the Tali- 
ban. 

The meeting was conducted in 
an amiable atmosphere and the sit- 
uation in the country was dis- 
cussed in depth. 

In continuation to the first get- 
together, there was another meet- 
ing between Pir Gillani and Mul- 
la Rabbani, the chairman of the 
executive council of Taliban in Is- 
lamabad. It is to be noted here that 
the NIFA had followed its goal for 
peaceful solution of the problems 



From Our Correspondent 

of Afghanistan based on national 
interest and the wishes of the ma- 
jority of the^ople of Afghani- 
stan. 

The-^focal point of these meet- 
ing had always been the current 
situation in the country and how 
to narrow the gap between Ae pol- 
icies and solutions proposed by 
NIFA. 

It is worth mentioning here that 
the history of Afghanistan, in gen- 
eral, and the experiences of the 
last 22 years in particular, had 
prove that use of force, cannot 
bring peace, stability and prosper- 
ity of the people of Afghanistan. 
Imposing one's authority by use 
of force in Afghanistan has caused 
lots of destruction to the country. 
Taliban who control ahnost 90 per 
cent of the land are unable to pro- 
vide a complete solution to the on- 
going conflict. 

The isolation of Afghanistan by 
the international community and 
the imposition of sanctions by the 
United Nations on the ruling fac- 
tion in Afghanistan has caused a 
lot of hardships to the conmion 
poor people of Afghanistan. 

Therefore the efforts of NIFA to 
establish and keep contacts with 
all sides in the conflict for find- 
ing a durable and acceptable so- 
lution, from within Afghanistan, 
through such means as Loya Jir- 
ga, is a continuos process. 

The national Islamic Front of 



Afghanistan has come to thecon- 
clusion that under the prevailing 
circumstances in the counurji and 
the overall geopolitical situ&tior, 
of the region, imposition of iolu- 
tion from outside of the coi}ntry 
is mere wastage of time. ! 

Considering the above men., 
tioned conclusions and ana^sis, 
NIFA took one more step on ^pril 
19-20, 2000 in the city of J4ala- 
bad a meeting took place bet^r 
high ranking officials of the NIF/ 
and Taliban administration. | 

The NIFA delegation consi^tin 
of Syed Salman Gillani, A^i 
Wakil Akbarzai, Mawlavi ^isin 
Khan and A.Karim Khoramiwa 
led by the organisation D^ut. 
leader Syed Hamed Gillar — 
the Taliban delegation was '. 
Mullah Amir Khan Mutaqi 
ister for Education. 

The acting Governor of 
gariiar province who is the 
rity in-charge of the eas 
province of Afghanistan Swa 
also a member of the Taliban del 
egation.* | 

This two-day meeting waspon 
ducted in a friendly atmosflier 
and covered all aspects of thi si. 
uation in Afghanistan. This li lee' 
ing can be considered as a fir; 
step for paving the way for fu, 
ther in-depth and meaningfu ne 
gotiations, inside Afghanistai , fc 
achieving peace and stabili y i 
the country. 




UN role urged for calling Loya 
Jirga meeting on Afghanistan 



PESHAWAR - The Afghan Na- 
tional Defender Islamic Front has 
called upon the United Nations to 
take early steps for convening a 
meeting of the traditional Afghan 
Loya Jirga which is the sole hope 
for return of the peace in Afghan- 
istan. 

The front has made this demand 
through a memorandum, which 
was presented by its chief Mr. 
Shan Badshah Shinwari to the 
UNO Secretary General Special 
Representative for Afghanistan 
Mr. Francis Venderral. 



From Our Correspondent 

Through such a memorandum, 
after describing in depth miseries 
of the'Afghans, the front h^s Mso 
asked the forums like UNO, QIC 
and 6+2 to meet its responsibili- 
ties. V 

The Front has also diverted in 
depth the human rights abuses in 
Afghanistan and alleged that Tali- 
ban are involved in state terrorism 
with harassing and terrorising the 
civilians. 

The UNO and other global fo- 
rums have been asked to force Tal- 
iban for honouring the human 



rights and let the Afghans to get 
education and enjoy medical care 
in state hospitals. 

The Front has announced its 
whole hearted support in favour of 
former king Mohammad Zahir 
Shah peace initiatives and stated 
it a realistic approach for resolv- 
ing of the conflict. It urged all for- 
eign, regional and neighbouring 
countries to stop interferences in 
affairs of Afghanistan and let the 
Afghans to build up a consensus 
amongst them for finding out a 
solution to their internal problems... 
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Afghan group for 
convening Loya Jirga 



ISLAMABAD. May 6: The 
National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan (NIFA) on Saturday 
renewed call for convening tra- 
ditional Loya Jirga (Grand 
Assembly) to find a solution to 
problems in Afghanistan. 

A statement issued by the 
NIFA said the Loya Jirga was 
the only way to demonstrate the 
aspirations and will of the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan. 

"The NIFA has Come to the 
conclusion that in view of the 
prevailing circumstances in the 
country and the overall geo- 
political situation of the region, 
imposition of solutions from out- 
side the country was a mere 
waste of time and effort. 

Whatever solution was pro- 
posed should have 100 per cent 
homogeneous character and 
should come from within 
Afghanistan," the statement 
added. 



It said the only way to reach a 
sound and durable solution to 
the ongoing conflict in 
Afghanistan was through peace- 
ful means and with fuU partici- 
pation of the majority of the 
people of Afghanistan. 

The statement said use of 
force could neither settle the 
Afghan problem nor bring 
peace, stability and prosperity 
to the people of > Afghanistan. It 
said imposing one's authority by 
use of force in Afghanistan had 
caused a lot of destruction to the 
country and devastating results 
to all the segments of society. 
AFGHAN ISSUB DISCUSSED: 
Taliban minister for education 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi has 
discussed Afghan is^e with 
leaders of National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan (NIFA) in 
Islamabad, a NIFA statement 
said on Satiu-day. 
The meeting was in continua- 



tion of the series of talks 
between Taliban and NIFA, the 
statement said, adding that the 
two sides agreed to continue 
talks in future. 

The deputy chief of NIF 
Sayed Hamed Gilani led his 
team in the talks while Afghan 
ambassador Sayed Mohammad 
Haqqani accompanied the 
Taliban minister. 

Taliban ambassador Moham- 
mad Haqqani told the meeting, 
that the details of Jalalabad 
meeting have been conveyed to 
the Taliban higher authorities 
and expressed the appreciation 
of the Taliban higher authorities 
over it. He added that Taliban 
leadership lauded peace efforts 
of the NIFA. 

They agreed that higher 
authorities of both the sides will 
hold a meeting in the light of 
peace and establishment of a 
system.— NNI 



People flee drought-stricken 
region in Ai^anistan 



KABUL (AFP) - The entire 
population of the Registan de.sert 
in southern Afghanistan has fled 
as a drought, described as the worst 
in 30 years, hit the war-raviaged 
country, a UN report said Wednes- 
day. ' i 

It said the hardest hit areas were 
Kandahar, Helmand, Zabul, 
Uruzgan and Nimroz provinces. 

But it expressed concern over 
possible scarcity of food and fod- 
der all over Afghanistan as a mod- 
erate drought was affecting much 
of the re.st of the country. 

the United Nations report said 
inhabitants of the Registan desert 
migrated after their water sources 
dried up. 

It did not give a figure but Abdul 
Hai Mutmaen, a spokesman for 
the ruling Taliban militia, said 
around 300,0(X) families had been 
evacuated from Registan to neigh- 
bouring Herat and other adjacent 
provinces. 

The UN said owners of live- 
stock, especially nomads and farm- 
ers dependent on rainfall, were 
seriously affected by the drought. 

'The mortality rate amongst live- 



stock in the most affected parts of 
Afghanistan is estaimated to be in 
the range of 50 per cent to 60 per 
cent,' it said. 

The report said the impoverished 
central region of Hazarajat might 
also be badly hit by the drought in 
coming months, which could trig- 
ger an influx of people from rural 
areas to Kabul. 

It warned that shallow wells in 
the-Taliban's Kandahar headquar- 
ters were dryipg up as the water 
table dropped and, if the drought 
continued, a watercrisis could grip 
the city , 90 per cent of whose popu- 
lation relies on the wells. 

However, the Taliban, which 
controls most of the countiy , criti- 
cised the UN for not taking 'prac- 
tical measures.' 

. 'There are enormous problems 
in terms of lack of water for 
drinking and irrigation in many 
parts of Kandahar, Helmand, 
Zabdul and Uru/.gan,' Mutmaen 
said. 

'The local people are upset why 
the United Nations and other inter- 
national aid groups have not done 
something practical,' he said! 



Mutmaen said Taliban helicbp 
ters and tankers were supplyin] 
drinking water to affected villager 

Farmers in Kabul also $aid,^( 
drought had affected vegetable {uk 
wheat cultivation. 

'There is no water even to pm 
chase for oiir small garden^, 
Mohammad Ehsan, a farmer ,u 
Sarasiab village south of Kabii 
said. 

Taliban officials on Tuesday sai' 
at least 25 people, most of tben 
children, had died of dehydratioi 
and hunger in the drought-strickci 
regions. ' ' ' 

The deaths over the past f^v 
weeks were reported in Shorabia 
and Hazarajuft districts 6t 
Helmund where a Taliban-s^n- 
sored mass evacuation • is 
underway, they said. 

Some 4,000 families have b&n 
evacuated from the worst-affected 
areas in Helmund to other places 
in Afghansitan, Taliban officials 
said, adding that another 1,200 
families moved across the border 
into the Pakistani province of 
Baluchistan, which is itself reeling 
under the effects of the drought. 
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From Our Correspondtnt 



PESHAWAR - \yais Khan, an 
Afghan national was arrested by 
Taliban authorities in Laghman 
when he demanded return of his 
land confiscated when Taliban 
captured the region in 1996. 

As per reports, Laghman Wais 
Khan and his other relatives mi- 
grated to Pakistan when the 
former Soviet Union invaded Af- 
ghanistan in 1979. They were 
compelled to leave Afghanistan 
when known intellectual 
Yameenuddin father of Wais Khan 
was hanged to death by the former 
communist regime of Noor Mo- 



hammad Taraki. 

Later after the fall of commu- 
nist regime, the family got back 
property in Laghman. However, 
when l^iban captured Laghman, 
they occupied some 20 jareeb land 
of Syed family. Some seven days 
back, Wais Khan had left Pesha- 
war for Laghman to ask Taliban 
for their land. 

However, Taliban not only re- 
jected the request but even he was 
put behind the bars. 

Some of his relatives informed 
that Wais Khan never affiliated 
himself with any political group. 
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Taliban kill 
12 robbers 

PESHAWAR, May 14: The 
Taliban killed 12 highway rob- 
bers on Saturday in a nine-hour 
clash close to the Iranian border, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency reported on Simday. 

The AIP said the incident took 
place in Dehan Dara area of the 
western Farah province. 

One member of the gang was 
arrested while the gang leader, 
Akhtar Mohammad, was among 
those killed. Akhtar Mohammad 
formerly commanded the fight- 
ers of Hizb-i Islami of Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and had been living 
in Iran since 1996 when his 
forces were defeated by the 
Taliban in the Afghan power 
struggle.— DPA 



Opium for sale in Afghanistan 



SANGIN, Afghanistan (AFP) - 
Iranian and Pakistani drug smug- 
glers can buy opium by the tonne 
in Sangin, a small desert commu- 
nity in southern Afghanistan that 
wiUiout doubt forms the world's 
biggest open market for the drug. 

Atthe footof aprecipitous moun- 
tain slope and at the heart of the 
Taliban-controlled province of 
Helmand — producer of half of 
Afghanistan's 4,600 tonnes of 
opium last year — Sangin appears 
like any other desert town with its 
houses built into the ground and a 
burning wind leaving no comer 
untouched by a suffocating layer 



of dust. 

But here strangers, particularly 
Westerners, are not welcome and 
need an escort from the Taliban, 
the Islamic group which controls 
80 per cent of the country that last 
year became the world's premier' 
opium producer. 

Almost all the 200 or so local 
Pashtun shops sell "liquid" or dry 
opium which, aft.er its transfor- 
mation into morphine or heroin, 
fmds its way onto the illegal drugs 
market in Europe or the United 
States. 

Sangin' s operation draws in 
opium from the three southern 



provinces of Afghanistan: 
Helmand, Kandahar and, toalesser 
extent, Uruzgan, partly because all 
farmers are keen to deal with the 
Iranian and Pakistani bulk buyers. 

The foreign buyers arrive in four- 
wheel drive pick-ups and, after 
haggling, buy between three or 
four tonnes in an atmosphere thick 
with the sQur stench of the dark 
brown opium, sold as a paste in 
plastic sacks. 

"The smugglers arrive at the vil- 
lage without weapons," said Haji 
Mira Jan, owner of several opium 
stores which he has operated for 
16 years. 
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Drought forces 
people to leave 
Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent 



PESHAWAR - Badghis prov- 
ince of Afghanistan has been bad- 
ly affected by the drought. The 
price of water is much more than 
the other items of daily use. As a' 
result the affected people are leav^- 
ing the areas for 'Rirkinenistan. 

The UNO weekly update issued 
here on Wednesday reveals that 
districts of Jawan, Qades and vil- 
lage of Sangi Atesh were mostly 
affected. 

A World Health Organisation 
mission reported that in the village 
Sangi At9stvt2(Mita(of >^td0CAts 
120,000 Afghanis and *& Idltf of 
meat costs only 10,000 Afghanis. 
Many residents, mainly those with 
livestock, have migrated from the 
area to Qala — I-Naw, headquarter 
of the province or to the Turkmen- 
istan border. On the borders be- 
tween IXirkmenistan and Afghan- 
istan, Oxus provide watw to live- 
stock and other use of human be- 
ing except drinking, therefore, 
people are migrating to those are- 
as. 

It added that very few credible 
I reports are available from Ghor 
I province due to security problems, 
which have limited the access by 
the aid community. UNHCR in 
Kunduz arrivals that number of 
families in drought affected areas 



in northern region is increasing. It 
added that more than 70 persons 
daily approach the UNHCR office 
for assistance. 

Due to drought, the refugees re- 
patriation from Balochistan ii sus- 
pended. The report reveals that on 
May 9, 2000 last a coordination 
meeting on voluntary repatriation 
between UNHCR Afghanistan ( 
Kandahar) and Pakistan ( Quetta) 
took place at Quetta, The Pakista- 
ni authorities attended the meeting 
in order to disauss the effects of 
tt^j^iftffi ii| lKbd)!istan and 
souWem/aglmisCC 

While UNHCR syggested to re- 
patriate because of severe drought 
in Afghanistan. 

However, the report conformed 
repatriation of 1,217 from NWFP 
and Punjab. Sudi rq»triated fami- 
lies have got the standtod rqutxiaticHi 
package at Jalalabad and Khost. 

On the other hand during the 
week, no forcible return from Iran 
have been reported and the volun- 
tary repatriation movement under 
the joint programme from Iran 
continued through the border at Is- 
lam Qala of Herat province. The 
18th convoy with 1,596 return- 
ees crossed the border, thus 
reaching number of total repat- 
riated to 18,000. 



Khuezai tribe 
re-unites with 
Afghanistan 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR, May 21: The 
elders of Khuezai tribe, occu- 
pying a 40km piece of land in 
Mohmand agency, have decid- 
ed to re-unite their land with 
Afghanistan. 

Five years ago the tribes- 
men had decided to make 
their land part of Pakistan 
after receiving assurances 
from the NWFP's governor, 
Maj-Gen Khurshid Ali Khan, 
that they would receive funds 
for basic amenities, including 
potable water, electricity, 
schools and roads. In 
exchange, the tribesmen had 
destroyed all their poppy 
crops, their only source of 
income. 

They alleged that the past 
governments had either 
embezzled or re-allocated the 
fimds meant for the Khuezcd^ 
tribe. . ■ \.J . r;';",'. 

The dec^^'^y iiiid^liidf 
been taken by a grand jirga as 
the promises had not been 
kept. 

. ^ - 
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Journalist i; 
concerned over^ 
Russia's threat^ 
to Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent]! 

PESHAWAR - Known Afghffl 
journalist Yaqoot Shinwari had 
expressed serious concern over tHd 
recent Russian threats to Afghafi;^ 
istan. 

Commenting on the Russitlti 
threats to Afghanistan, Mr Shi* 
wari through a Press relciase on 
Wednesday informed that a defestf^ 
ed Russia is again strutting to get 
back it superior position. In faot< 
it could be considered an outcome 
of the internal rifts among the At*- 
ghan circles. He also diverted at- 
tention towards the Russian's bm\ 
talities against the Chechen Mus-j 
lims and said that through these 
wanfiii^) Rns»^\tii«i6c0htrol 
the region. | 

Yaqoot Shinwari said earlier oi^ ; 
the issue of Arab militant Osamaj; 
Bin Laden, the United States sM 
tacked Afghanistan. But Ti^ibuij 
did not take any action. So, thie; 
time again they may not be able<td 
protect the country. He was of the 
view that Taliban are unable td 
safeguard the interests of Afghani, 
istan. There is no security and no 
human rights that is why Afghaiv< 
istan is isolated in the world today,; 

He expressed concern over rpi 
cent threats by Taliban leaders ipi 
moderate Afghan leaders, technp|-i 
crats, ulema and iournalists. 
urged the Pakistani authorities as\a 
< United Nations to take early st^^^, 
for protecting diose who were p\it; > 
\ on hit list by Talibian. ,,j ! 
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Lecture on 

pre-war 
Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR-The united states 
Public Affairs Program for Af- 
ghanistan and the Alliance Fran- 
caise has jointly arranged a Lec- 
ture and Slid Show on , Pre-War 
Afghanistan and the Vale of Swat. 

The show will beheld at the Al- 
liance Francaise , commonly 
known as French Cultural Center 
at University Town Peshawar on 
May 25 at 5.00 p.m. 

The photographic collection is 
composed of 32 images taken by 
Luke Powell, an American pho- 
tographer, during his travels to 
Afghanistan in the 1970s. Powell's 
' pictures are classical and conserv- 
I ative, like 19th century paintings. 
His small figures in landscapes 
speak of man's relationship with 
nature and the environment. 

While the slide show includes 
images of Swat, a beautiful hill sta- 
tion from Northern West part of the 
country. 
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5 Afghans killed 
by unknown 
assailants 

From Our Correspondent 

TARBELA GHAZI - Five per- 
sons of a Afghan family were 
killed including two real brothers 
their mother, wife and son of a 
brother. 

According to the source, two 
Afghan brother were residing in 
Afghan refugee Camp No. 12 at 
Pannian Haripur along with their 
family and mother. On the mid- 
night falling between 15 and 16 
May when all family members 
were sleeping some people at- 
tacked on them and opened indis- 
criminate firing. With the result of 
the firing Ghulam Nabi, his young- 
er brothw, wife, three years old son 
and mother were killed at the spot. 
After the incident assailant fled 
away from the scene. 
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Afghanistan peace still 
a remote possibility | 



PESHAWAR - Failure of re- 
cently concluded Jeddah talks has 
proved that nooutsider can resolve 
the Afghan conflict or impose any 
formula on Afghans. 

In the light of the failure, now 
global fora like UN and OIC need 
to realise the importance of intra- 
Afghan dialogues which can en- 
sure an amicable solution to the 
long-awaited conflict. 

The continuous unrest, confron- 
tation and hostilities have not only 
destroyed Afghan society and sole 
Islamic identity of Afghanistan but 
they have also cau.sed unrest in the 
regional countries in particular and 
rest of the world in general. 

The regional and neighbouring 
countries have faced high influx of 
Afghan refugees, introduction of 
modern and sophisticated weapons 
and economic imbalance while 
rest of the world had got terrorism 
and narcotics trends in return of its 
heavy investment in the so-called 
cold war which was concluded 
with an heroic jehad, fought by the 
Afghans against former Soviet 
Union troops. 

Since the invasion, the patron- 
isers and sponsors of the warring 
factions had always made attempts 
to form coalition regimes just for 
ensuring protection to their future 
interests in that country. And for 
such a purpose, first was the well 
publicised Geneva Accord on 
April 10, 1988. However, instead 
of easing the tension, the Geneva 
Accord intensified the fighting in 
Afghanistan as well as paved the 
way for a number of the regional 
and neighbouring countries to go 
. for direct and unwarranted inter- 
ferences in its affairs of that coun- 
try. 

In fact, the foreign forces and 
countries that are engaged in the 



From Shamim Shahid 

proxy war have ignored the rich 
Afghan traditions and despite 
knowing the realities, they always 
insisted on imposing their own 
decisions on the Afghans. Ignor- 
ing the fate of former British In- 
dia and former Soviet Union at 
hands of Afghans, the remaining 
foreign countries are still follow- 
ing such unrealistic policies and 
expecting much more to be im- 
posed on the Afghans. And for 
such piuposes, these foreign coun- 
tries always deceived the global 
forums particularly the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Countries (OIC), , 
Whenever, the efforts aimed at 
finding out a solution to the con- 
flict through intra-Afghan dia- 
logues were made such forces 
started direct or indirect talks. Now 
doubt to say that Saudi monarch 
who is desirous for an early solu- 
tion to the Afghan conflict, was 
always misguided by those who 
had some nefarious designs in Af- 
ghanistan. 

Ignoring the established realities 
i.e intra-Afghan dialogues like 
Loya Jirga, Shuras and others, 
these foreign forces in past had 
forced their puppets in Afghani- 
stan for signing the Peshawar Ac- 
cord on April 16, 1992. Whatever 
was the intentions behind such an 
accord, its outcome is before each 
and every one. Just for continua- 
tion of hostilities in Afghanistan, 



the warring factions but nof the 
situation has been changed a| nei- 
ther the warring factions ca^ de- 
ceive the Afghans any moiib not 
the Afghans allow to becomeftools 
of other's proxy wars. ^ 

No doubt to say that alm<|st all 
the Jehadic leaders have hee^ for- 
gotten by Afghans whil| the 
former technocrats and tribal 
chieftains have been scattered in 
all over the world. It iis true that 
such people had detached ^em- 
selves from Afghanistan but^^theii 
realistic thinkings now seemja big 
hurdle for those who always strug- 
gled to deceive the world. Not only 
neutral, democratic and patt'iotic 
Afghans but even the formir Je- 
hadic circles also believe that ide- 
as regarding coalitions couldn't 
resolve the conflict. The conflict 
could only be resolved through 
intra-Afghan dialogues. 

Recently, former king Moham- 
mad Zahir Shah had initiated 
struggle for convening a meeting 
of the traditional Loya Jirga. No 
one had a concern with his past bui 
each and every one believed thai 
he (king) and his supporters were 
playing a neutral role. 

The foreign countries and (forc- 
es need to realise the previou^ mis- 
takes and showed announce sup^ 
port in favour of ex-king efforts. 
A recent decision announced by 
the Foreign Office regardii^g its 
a complicated formula was im-;0'«i^eight in favour of a Loyfi Jir- 
posed on the jehadic factionsf ga could be considered a good 
which led to conversion of the he-^t omen and could also be ccyisid- 



roic Afghans into terrorists and 
drug-traffickers. 

Later, their sponsors forced them 
for signing Jalalabad and Islama- 
bad Accords. But all such steps 
proved futile exercise. And despite 
such facts, these forces are still 
insisting oh hew coalition between 



ered a realistic approach tofA^ard 
restoration of peace in th/s re- 
gion. , 

It is time to resolve th^ Af- 
ghan conflict otherwise] wai 
flames could -spill over to bthei 
regional countries that may put 
world peace in jeopardy, j 
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South parts of 
Afghanistan also affected 



By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Western Af- 
ghanistan like its Southern part is 
also suffering from drought. 

According to a UN report dis- 
tricts of Jawan, Qades and villag- 
es of Sangi Atesh are most affect- 
ed. 

A WHO mission reported that in 
the village of Sangi Atesh 20 lit- 
ers of water cost 1 20,000 Afghanis 
and a kilo of meat costs 10,000 
Afghanis. 

Residents depending on live 
stock trade have are said to have 
migrated from the area to Qala- 
i-Naw and to the Turkmen bor- 
der. 

UNHRC in Kunduz reports the 



arrival of an increasing number of 
families in Kunduz from the 
drought affected areas in the north 
mainly firom Maimana. 

According to UNHCR 70 peo- 
ple are daily approaching the UN- 
HCR office for help. The UNH- 
CR is providing tents tarpaulins to 
the n^y families: 

Meanwhile UNFPA has opened 
a small office within the UNDP 
premises in Kabul. 

UNFPA assistance aims to im- 
prove the reproductive health sta- 
tus of the Afghan women. 

By the end of 2000 UNFPA will 
havis upgraded eight of the Afghan 
Red Crescent Society clinics. 



Threats of >i 
Russian attaclf s 
condemned 

From Our Correspondeq^ 

PESHAWAR - The Nationabb- 
lamic Front of Afghanistan (NIE^) 
has strongly condemned Russian 
threats of air strikes against Af- 
ghanistan and termed them to be 
in sharp conflict with universally 
accepted norms and especially! ^e 
UN charter which is a multi-later- 
al binding treaty. 

In a statement issued here said 
that the NIFA believed that no 
country however larjge or power- 
ful did has the right to take ini^^r- 
national law into its hand arid 
launch attack onlanother soverajn 
country. The NIFA added thann 
case Russian federation had My 
complaint about Afghanistan\^it 
could be took up and discus^d 
at the UN, of which Russian F«i- 
eration was also, a permanent 
member. 
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Osama 
changes 
guards 

PESHAWAR, May 28: Osama 
bin Laden, fearing infiltration 
by US Intelligence, has replaced 
his Arab bodyguards in 
Afghanistan with Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis, according to 
Pakistani officials here. 

They said Bin Laden had 
recruited over 30 Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis belonging to 
Kashmir's Harkatul Mujahi- 
deen. 

Osama made the changes 
after the arrest in Afghanistan 
last month of a Syrian and an 
Iraqi who said they were work- 
ing for US and Israeli intelli- 
gence. 

The Taliban said that 22-year- 
old Syrian Abdur Rahim and an 
Iraqi, known only as Arkan, had 
confessed that they were 
recruited in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

"Our mission was to collect 
information about Arabs in 
Afghanisi;an, Osama bin 
Laden's whereabouts and his 
ties with the Taliban," Rahim 
told journalists who met him in 
jail where he and his Iraqi col- 
league await trial. 

Pakistani officials said the 
arrests prompted Osama bin 
Laden to dismiss a bodyguard 
formed of Arabs and replace 
them with men from a training 
camp he helped set up at 
Rishkor, south of Kabul. 

MORE IDEOLOGICALLY 
COMMITTED: "The. Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis are more com- 
mitted ideologically and it 
would be a year at least before 
they too are infiltrated or 
approached by the various intel- 
ligence agencies seeking infor- 
mation," said one Pakistani offi- 
cial. 

They said Bin Laden had 
been rendered ineffective by a 
communication ban placed on 
him by the Taliban to deflect 
US criticism, but there were no 
restrictions on his movements. 
— Reuters 
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Taliban vow to wipe out 
poppy cultivation 



KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 
(AFP) - Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban militia need international 
help to eradicate poppy cultiva- 
tion, the leader of the Islamic re- 
gime's fight against drugs has said. 

M ulla Abdul Amid Akhundzada 
also confirmed that Afghanistan, 
which became the world's leading 
producer of opium in 1999, had 
agreed with Pakistan and Iran a 
joint operation to wipe out the re- 
fining laboratories in the border 
area in the far south of the country. 

Despite the fact that opium grow- 
ing in the south has reached its 
p«ak, the chief of the High Com- 
mission for the Drug Control of 
the Islamic Emirate told AFP that 
the Taliban need international as- 
j sistance. 

I 'We are cracking down heavily 
on poppy farms and we will con- 
tinue to do so,' stressed 
Akhundzada at Kandahar, despite 
a United Nations estimate that 
placed the Afghan opium harvest 
at a record 4,600 tonnes last year. 

The mulla,aclo8e aide toTaliban 
leader MuUa Mohammad Omai, 
disputed the figure as based on 



false 'projections' by the UN of- 
fice for drug control and crime 
prevention (UNCDP). 

But he admitted that total opium 
output last year had been 'impor- 
tant' due to favourable weather. 

He also said the time it took to 
eradicate drug farms would de- 
pend on the level of international 
funding, without specifying a pre- 
cise figure. He added that his pre- 
vious demand for 1.6 billion dol- 
lars had been 'an estimate.' 

Some countries, particularly 
those like the United States which 
imposed sanctions on the Taliban 
for their perceived harbouring of 
Islamic terrorists, ^e reluctant to 
hand over aid, pointing to the 
Taliban's 10 per cent tax on the 
harvest. But the muUa said: 'The 
more the international effort, the 
quicker the crackdown.' 

The UNCDP has akeady begun 
trying a programme to encourage 
other crops, such as wheat, grapes 
or cumin. 

Akhundzada stressed that the war 
on drugs had been initiated by 
Omar himself, who decreed a 30 
per cent cut in production in Sep- 



tember last year. 

In reality, production this year 
will be down on last year, accord- 
ing to experts, but above all be- 
cause of the drought which has hit 
the south of the country. 

The Taliban controls around 90 . 
per cent of the area in which opium | 
is produced in the south and east of 
the country. ' 

Akhundzada admitted that the 
southern desert in the province of 
Helmand — which alone accounts . 
for 45 per cent of Afghan opium 
production — contains several 
laboratories which transform 
opium into morphine. 

'It's a fact that that exists,' he . , 
said. 'We want to dismantle these 
laboratories but for that we need 
the cooperation of Iran and Paki- 
stan. 

'It' s a desert area and very diffi- 
cult to control,' said the mulla, 
despite international experts' as- 
sertion that the Islamic militia is 
present and active in the region. 

Whether refined or raw, opium 
leaves Afghanistan for Iran and 
Pakistan en route, often via Tur- 
key, to the Western market. 



Taliban deny arrest of Zahir supporters 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Af- 
ghanistan's Taliban have refuted 
reports about the arrest of political 
opponents particularly the support- 
ers of former Afghan monarch 
Zahir Shah. 

Governor Khost, Mohammad 
Shafeeq Mohammadi and the 
Paktia Governor, Moulvi 
Abdul Maris Khaddam have, 
in theif joint statement, re- 
jected these reports terming it 
just rumours. 

They said no arrest has been 



made in these provinces, reports 
Radio Tehran. 

Reports last weeksaidTaliban's 
intelligence officials had arrested 
a number of supporters of former 
king, Zahir Shah in Khost and 
Paktia. 

The statement of the Afghan 
Governors has come at a time when 
the Pakistan government has an- 
nounced support to Loya Jirga, 
the radio said. 

A high ranking official of Paki- 
stan Foreign Ministry told the of- 



ficial news agency that Pakistan, 
would support the Loya Jirga if it 
could resolve the Afghan conflict. 

Taliban's envoy to New York, 
Abdul Hakim Muhjahid, while 
talking to media persons in 
Islamabad, has also agreed in prin- 
ciple to the idea of holding Loya 
Jirga. 

However, he said Loya Jirga 
was not only the domain of former 
King, Zahk Shah rather Taliban 
would also convene Loya Jirga, 
whenever needed. 
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Taliban deny 
Osama kidney 
failure report 

CAIRO, May 4r Taliban offi^ 
cials have denied press reports 
that said that Osama bin Laden 
is suffering from kidney failure. 

In a statement, the Islamic 
Observation Centre (IOC) s^d 
bin Laden was enjoying good 
health. 

The statement quoted the 
officials as saying that bin 
Laden, upon hearing the 
rumours, said the Western 
media and some of its Arab 
allies had spread such rumours 
in order to dishearten the bin 
Laden's followers. 

Bin Laden "continues to prac- 
tise his favourite hobby, horse- 
back riding, and to train 
Afghans and Arabs living (in 
Afghanistan) in this sport," die 
IOC statement said. — ^Reuters 
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Taliban vow 
to wipe out 
poppy crop 

KANDAHAR, May 15: The 
Taliban need international help 
to eradicate poppy cultivation, 
said Mulla Abdul Amid Akhund- 
zada, the leader of the Islamic 
regime's Commission for Drug 
Control. 

He also confirmed that 
Afghanistan, which became 
world's leading producer of 
opium in 1999, had agreed with 
Pakistan and Iran for a joint 
operation to wipe out refining 
laboratories in the border area 
in the far south of the country. 

"We are cracking down heavi- 
ly on poppy, farms" he said dis- 
puting the tigure based on false 
"projections" by the UN office 
for drug control and crime pre- 
vention (UNCDP).--AFP 
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Taliban to 
meet rivals 
again next 
month 




JEDDAll, May 10: 
Afglianistaii's warring factions 
have agreed to meet again next 
month after talks in Saudi 
Arabia that ended with an 
accord to exchange prisoners, 
the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) said on 
Wednesday. 

Ibrahim Bakr, OIC deputy 
secretary general for political 
affairs, said the Taliban and an 
Afghan opposition coalition 
would resume talks next month 
either at OIC headquarters in 
Jeddah or in Afghanistan itself. 

As part of confidence-build- 
ing measures, the Afghan fac- 
tions decided on Tuesday to 
swap prisoners, after two days 
of indirect talks with an OIC 
mediation team led by Bakr and 
with the UN envoy on 
Af^anistan, Francesc Vendrell. 

"The two parties agreed to 
exchange all the prisoners and 
to facilitate the delivery of 
hiunanitarian aid for civilians," 
said Bakr. 

Bakr, who said the Taliban 
had proposed that the next 
series of talks take place in 
Kabul, added that the two dele- 
gations had also agreed "to 
spare civilians during military 
operations". 

Asked whether agreement 
had been reached on a cease- 
fire, Bakr said the OIC had 
"always worked for such an 
accord ..." 

"The two parties are current- 
ly not carrying out widescale 
operations against each other 
and we have urged them to con- 
tinue on this path. 

"I understood from both par. 
ties a sincere desire to achieve h 
comprehensive agreement," he 
said. "But repeated foreigr 
interference in the Afghan cri 
sis prevents the signing of sue; 
an accord."— AFP 
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Taliban, 

Opposition agree 

to ceasefire 

JEDDAH (AFP) - A coalition of 
Afghan opposition groups and the 
ruling Taliban agreed Tuesday to a 
ceasefire and an exchange of pris- 
oners, the Organisation of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIG) sponsor- 
ing the peace talks here said. 

Tiie coalition and the Taliban 
delegation decided during their 
second round of negotiations in 
the Saudi Red Sea city of Jeddah to 
'carry out an immediate exchange 
of prisoners,' said an OIC official 
speaking under the condition of 
anonymity. 

'The exchange of prisoners will 
start Wednesday and will be su- 
pervised by the Red Cross and the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross, and come under the um- 
brella of the OIC and the United 
Nations,* the official said. 

The two parties also decided to 
'observe a ceasefire and to work 
for the opening of roads between 
all region^ in Afghanistan foi; piti- 
zens and humanitarian activities,' 
tiie source said. 

'These agreements are a step to 
consolidating the confidence be- 
tween the two parties on the way to 
a comprehensive settlement to the 
Afghan crisis,' the source said, 
adding they would be signed 
Wednesday. 

The Taliban delegation to the 
talks was led by Mulla Amir Khan 
Mutaqui, while the opposition coa- 
lition is headed by an official from 
the government of ousted Prime 
Minister Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Rabbani's forces, which are un- 
der ex-defence minister Ahmad 
Shah Masood, continue to defy the 
Islamic militia north of Kabul and 
in the mountainous northeast. The 
Taliban is recognised only by Pa- 
kistan, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. 
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Taliban to pursue all 
options for peace: Kabir 

•NATION From Col (R) IkramullaJJ 6 MAY 2000 



KABUL - Taliban are always 
ready to pursue all practical and 
reasonable options for restoration 
of peace in Afghanistan. "From 
our side there is no delay and our 
doors are always open, both on the 
domestic as well as external 
spheres but the final outcome rests 
with Allah Almighty." 

These view were expressed by 
the Acting President of Afghani- 
stan, Maulvi Muhammad Kabir, in 
an exclusive interview. 

The interview took place at the 
President's Official Residence. It 
started at 1 1 30 hours and ended at 
1300 hours. This was the writwrs 
second meeting with the Acting 
President, the first one being in 
early 199$. At that time also, the 
President Mullah Rabbani was 
unwell and Maulvi Muhammad 
Kabir, Governor Jalalabad was 
holding the acting charge. The 
fighting at that time against the 
Northern Alliance was spread over 
many fronts. Now 95 per cent of 
Afghanistan is under the firm con- 
trol of the Taliban and most of the 
Northern Alliance leaders have 
fled the country, thus reducing the 
active opposition to only Ahmad 
Shah Masood who continues his 
hold over the Punjsher Valley and 

its limited surrounding areas. 
Masood has just suffered a mili- 
tary setback couple of days back 
when the Taliban have captured 
the Northern portion of the famous 
and strategic Salang Tunnel from 
the northern side of Kunduz. How- 
ever, Masood is still clinging to the 
southern side of the tunnel, while 
the tunnel itself has been chocked 
during blasting in earlier battles. 
To end the present conflict, a meet- 
ing was recently held at Jeddah 
through the auspicious of the OIC 
which has, so far, remained fruit- 
less. 

The interview was aimed that 
finding out the Taliban reaction 
and response to the recent parleys 
held between the Interior Minis- 
ters of Pakistan and Afghanistan 
with regard to the Afghan Transit 
Trade, which has been an irritant 
for quite some time and other mat- 
ters of mutual interest between the 
two countries including training 
camps of so-called terrorists on 
Afghan soil, the issue of Osama 
bin Laden and protection to Paki- 
stani criminal fugitives. 
Following are the excerpts: 
Q: The overall military as well 
as political situation at the domes- 



tic level has considerably changed 
since our last meeting in early 1S^8. 
Are you hopeful that peace will 
soon return to this war torn country 
so that the essential task of recon- 
struction and development could 
begin without any further delay? 

A: We are always hopeful. The 
final results are in the hands of Al- 



told that the blocked goods would 
. be released without delay. But this 
does not hi^n. Therefore, when 
the'Pakistan Interior Minister asked 
Midlah Razzaq to cut out certain 
itans in the list of the transit trade, 
we have readily agreed to reduce 
the list by about 2S-30 items as 
banned items, in view of our broth- 
erly relations and Pakistan's difTi* 
culties. However, our gesture dos 
not seem to have been very much 
appreciated because, unfortuoately, 
the demand of the Pakistani side 
during the negotiation, kept on in- 
creasing and their proposM list kept 
expanding despite the affect that, as 
a matter our legal right, we were 



lah Zul Jalal as you know the Northri "I'H**'y not ready to ben even a sin- 
em Alliance has practically ifcol* ^ gle item. \Ve are waiung that this is 
lapsed and the only remaining re- resolved amicably and the 



sistance to Taliban within Afghan- 
istan is now confined to Ahmad 
Shah Masood. Insha'allah this will 
also be resolved soon. We are al- 
ways ready to pursue all practical 
and reasonable options for restora- 
tion of peace. That is why we went 
to Jeddah recently in quest for 
peace. From our side there is no 



commitments made to us at the 
' highest level with regaid to release 
of our old blocked goods is hon- 
i oured at the iearliest ^ . v r 
! Q: Mother point on the agenda 
! of the Interior Ministers portain to 
^ training can^s in Afghamstan and 

particularly refuge having been 
granting to some Pakistani crimi- 



delay and our doors are always nal and terrorists on your side. Ini- 
open, both on the domestic as well tially your interior Minister de- 



as external spheres. The final out- 
come rests with God Almighty. 

Q; Your Interior Minister recent- 
ly visited Pakistan and held in-depth 
talks with this counterpart and oth- 
er senior officials of Pakistan goy- 



clined' the existence of any such 
camps jpr any tenxmsts fit>m Paki- 
stan. ^rented any protection in Af- . 
{^amstan. Subsequently our Inte- 
rior.Ministryinnvided certain li^ 
of such caxaps and persons like Riazi 



emment What are your impressions ^Ifa^ra etc. ,i|iHitbiphc|Q^phs and 
regarding the outcome of thee ne- f Ml^ed locatl^ Any%mments 
gotiations? Are you satisfied and about your future course of action 



pleased with the final outcome? 

A. Regardless of the results, such 
contacts are always useful. The 
main thing is the implementation of 
the commitments made. Regarding 
the recent talks between &e two 
Interior Ministo; if both sides strict 
to the undertakings reached, the vis- 
it would be termed as successful. A 
bulk of our IVansit TVade good s has 
been withheld in Pakistan since 
many years. Commitments are 
made at the highest level ever by 
the previous regime in Pakistan to 
release them, we think that it is im- 
portant that these should now be 
released without unnecessary delay. 
We feel it is Afghanistan's legal 
right according to the terms of me 
transit trade agreement and the re- 
strictions imposed in the past were 
unjust 

Q. It wpears that Mullah Razzaq 
has not been able to conclude the 
issue finally. Are there some hitch- 
es regarding the transit trade issue 
still unresolved? I hope this is not 
causing any irritjEition or resent- 
ment? The transit trade issue is not 
new. Hiis is a very old agreement 
and from time to time new issues 
are raised which are not included 
in the original agreement. As a re- 
sult lot of transit trade goods have 
been blocked in Pakistan not re- 
leased for one reason or the other. 
This question has been discussed 
thrcMl bare inaqy^^m^ the 
j past few years. Byeiy 'time we are 



oh Pakistan's request? 

A: We have told Pakistan that no 
tenmist training cariq> cx fadHty far. 
any Pakistani national existed in 
Afj^ianistan. The list^rbvi(ted by 
Pakistan shall be thoroughly exam- 
ined and we shall Insha 'allah aide 
by our oommitnxmt to Pakistan (this 
was stated with such emphasis ao^ 
sinceri^ whidi leaves no doubt that 
Pakistan's request, shall be imple- 
mented). There is a clear differei^ 
between a terrorist and a Mujahid. 
Anyone who has been a mujahid 
and comes to Afghanistan is our 
guest He may be Osama Bin Lad- 
en or some one else. However, we 
never heard anything of Riaz Basra 
during jehad times but only recent- 
ly. The second thing is tiiat he (Riaz 
Basra being an enemy of Pakistan, 
which is an Islamic country, could 
not be granted such an honour. 
More importantiy Osama bin Lad- 
en has been the guest of our nation 
and Ununah but it is not the case 
with Riaz Basra. The lattex has no 
history in Afghanistan and hiionly. 
i<tentity is tiiat of an offender :and 
tentffist whiphdoes not qualify him 
to be the guest of the Afghan na- 
tion. On the contrary we keep isay- 
ing to ourselves that if we came to 
get hold of Riaz Basra we may ask 
Pidcistan to exchange him witii Mr 
Shah Nawaz Tuiai. There are train- 
ing- camps in respect of only diose 
Pakistanis who are hen since the 
time of ' Afghan jehad. These tn« 



elude people like Maulana Jabbar, 
Qari SaduUah Alditar and MwibiUL 
Masood Azhar etc. No new ?t3d^ 
stani have come to such camps dur^ 
ing IVdiban's rule and if those cul- 
prits have hidden from you they- 
must have hiddoi from us as well, 
since we are frioids. - ^ 

Q: The inteniaticmal coniniuniQr: 
is trying to isolate you on various 
grounds such as human lig^ . and , 
privileges in respect of woniaau the 
UN has also applied economic 
sanctions. Are you considering any 
flexibility and reorientation to ac- 
commodate world (^nnion? 

A: I think we do not have any 
basic issue or problem vis-a-vis tiie 
international comnaunity. We have 
satisfied almost all die kMig?tend- 
ing demands of the UN md other 
countries. However, having done so 
we think that the faitttiiati<»al cmtt- 
munity must realise ttiat: , : V 

* There is a clear difieience^fae^ 
tween a terrorist and ^ migahidi : | 

* We have done \vhateyer we 
could to address tiie nieiMce ot nar- 
cotics,.and'that ■::-\t'\-i''''::''^''-^i^-S 

* We have given our wcHnca^ 
due ri^ witiiin die bounds iof bur 
religion and traditiotial values,; i 

We don't have any pidb]en|» i^ 
the outside WOTld,,hoWeva- we db : 
believe that these pe(^ havee^ 
rious lack of infornuai<m and im- 
derstanding about today's Afj^btan- 
istan. This is, perfaqn, due to the 
fact that they do not try to conqice* 
hold the reauties on ground tiuou|^ 
independent means but instead 
blindly follow tiie percqitioos of die 
west aod non-Muslims about us. Of 
course Afghanistan is not a colony 
of die US so duit tiinr culture could 
be practiced hare (ii^ die^ expect 
from us). 

. Q: How do you see Ahmad Shah 
Masood's present resisiinbe to yoiir 
government? This is hindoing res- 
toration of permanent peace and 
starting die most urgent task of le- 
constcvction and development Do 
you have any time frame Ui mind? 

A: We have a firm belief diat vic- 
tory (Nusrat) or defeat is in die 
hands of Allah. We have defeated 
Masood on severtd.fiwits; hU dm* 
icNT defeat 
Kabul in 1996; 
lylnrokenhisback; 
fered defeats against us in die Noidi. 
Wei however, are not pfoudonthefe 
achievements as 'our achieve- 
ments' but we have always feared 
AUah. In practical terms,'the out- 
side worid is ^ving him siOjStaii: 
tial military and financial help b)$f 
cause they know that he is their li^it 
bastion in Afghanistan against ttie 
Talib. If they lose him, hke odidr^ 
including Dostum etc with whom 
they could evor f(nce die lUiban 
to share the so-caUed broad-based 
govemmrat AnothM diing is diat 
the Kuffar cannot see Muslinis 

f>ros^ <Mr develop. Hie strategic 
oouion of die Panjsher valley nat« 
urally guarded by high moumaiu 
has also come to Maaiood's rescue. 
But we are sure that these ffbUeniii 
would ultimately be oyer«>ap 
whenever AlUdi doired. .i^yfv 
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ISLAMABAD, May 1: The 
Taliban rejected on Monday the 
US Stale Department report that 
accused Afghanistan of being 'a 
tiiajbr hub of intematibhal terror- 
ism*, and offered again to resolve 
the Osama bin Laden issue. 

"Afghanistan has never been 
a centre of terrorism... Islam and 
the Afghans from their very 
nature dislike terrorism," the 
independent Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) quoted the foreign 
ministry as saying in Kabul. 

The New York Times said on 
Sunday that the annual US State 
Department report on terrorism 
had named Afghanistan as pos- 
ing a "major terrorist threat", 
partly because it sheltered 
Osama bin Laden. 

The Taliban, who say Osama 
bin Laden was part of a US- 
backed plan to end the Soviet 
occupation by funding freedom 
fighters, have repeatedly 
offered to resolve the Osama bin 
Laden issue but Washington 




Taliban reject US 
terrorism charge 



says only his expulsion will suf- 
fice. 

A Taliban spokesman told the 
Pakistan-based news agency 
that His goverhinent was ready 
to resolve the issue of Osama bin 
Laden, adding it would not . hand 
him over to any coimtry because 
there was no criminal evidence 
against bin Laden. 

"We want a solution to the 
problem but we will not hand 
him over to anyone because 
Osama is only fadng accusations 
and there is no evidence against 
him," the spokesman said. 

The spokesman said the 
Taliban had made several pro- 
posals to the United States but 
the US government had rejected 
them. 

The New York Times quoted a 
State Department official as say- 
ing Afghanistan was not added 
to the list of terrorist countries 
because Washington did not rec- 
ognize its government led by the 
Taliban.— Reuters 



Taliban renew 
talks offer to US 



ISLAMABAD (NNI)-The' rul- 
ing Taliban in Afghanistan have 
renewed talks offer to the United 
States on all the controversial is- 
sues. 

"We have never closed doors for 
talks, we are ready to discuss all 
the controversial issues wi^ the 
United States. We want goqd rela- 
tions with Washington as we have 
all along been preferring negotia- 
tions", Afghan envoy in New York, 
Abdul Hakim Mujahid told a press 
conference in Islamabad on Fri- 
day. 

He said that Taliban believe in 
negotiations with all the big pow- 
ers, foreign countries including the 
ynited States and neighbouring 
countries of Afghanistan. The en- 
voy termed the US support to the 
Afghans during the jehad very 
important. 

' On terrorism, drugs and human 
rights situation in Afghanistan, 
Mujahid said that these are strate- 
gic issues and should be viewed in 
the background of cultural con- 
texts and traditions in Afghani- 
stan. He expressed readiness of the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan to 



resolve all the outstanding prob- 
lems through negotiations and 
mutual understanding. How- 
ever, ground realities in Af- 
ghanistan must be kept in view, 
he added. 

On the forthcoming OIC spon- 
sored Afghan peace talks between 
flie Taliban ftnd opposition North- 
em Alliance:scheduled for May 7 
in Jeddah, Mujahid hoped that the 
opponents \yould prefer national 
interests on personal interests so 
that the talks could be result ori- 
ented. 

The Taliban envoy regretted that 
whenever peace talks are held, the 
opposition northern alliance resorts 
to fighting to destroy atmosphere 
for reaching peaceful solution to 
the Afghan conflict. 

"We would not initiate war this 
summer and there would be no 
fighting in Afghanistan provided 
foreign support to the opposition is 
stopped. We are opposed to'war as 
it does not bring prosperity rather 
adds to the miseries and agonies of 
the miserable Afghans". Talks are 
the only way to settle conflicts, he 
added. 



'US settling 
political scores 
in Afghanistan' 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) -The rul- 
ing Taliban in Afghanistan have 
again said that the US allegations 
against Afghanistan that it was pro- 
viding haven to the terrorists is 
nothing but an attempt to settle 
political scores. 

A senior spokesman for the 
Taliban in Kandahar, Mulla Abdul 
Hai Mutmaen while reacting to the 
US State Department report on ter- 
rorism said "The US report is just 
a propaganda campaign aims at 
maligning the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan. Ip fact, they have been 
talking about of just few limited 
issues which having nothing to do 
with terrorism. They are just mak- 
ing them an excuse. I must say that 
not only the government of Is- 
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan but 
the Afghans as well are not terror- 
ists at all", he maintained. 

Mutmaen said that whatever the 
Afghans have done is open secret 
be it war or peace. 

The Afghans have nothing to do 
with terrorism. In fact, the Ameri- 
cans have some limited political 
problems with the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan and that is why, 
they are trying to add to the number 
of enemies of Afghans through 
malicious media trial of the 
Taliban. "I think, the worid people 
would sooner or later realise the 
authenticity and validity of such 
propaganda. 

They would understand that such 
allegations are just part of the US 
administration's policy as there are 
not as many problems in Afghani- 
stan as are being claimed by theni. 
We have never supported the ter- 
rorism rathei* we have condemned 
it", he said. 
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Sanctions no solution to Osama issue: Taliban 

World i^cognitioi^ make 
Taliban more responsible 



ISLAMABAD (NNI)- Afghani- 
stan's ruling Taliban Wednesday 
said that innposition of economic 
sanctions on the people of Afghani- 
stan and other pressure tactics could 
not settle the issue of Osama bin 
Laden. 

"Negative pressure will give 
negative results. If more pressure 
is being put on us, it will not yield 
positive results," Taliban envoy in 
New York Abdul Hakim Mujahid 
told reporters at Afghan embassy 
in Islamabad. 

"International recognition of Af- 
ghan Islamic Emirate will pave the 
way for solution of many prob^ 
lems including the controversy 
about Osama bin Laden," Mujahid 
said. He said the Afghan Islamic 
Emirate would be more responsi- 
ble under the UN charter if it is 
recognised. 

"If Afghanistan would be the 
member of the United Nations, it 
would be easy for it to solve all 
problems including theconu-oversy 
over Osama". 

He said accused are living in 
other countries including the 
United States, Britain and otiier 
Western countries. "But no sanc- 
tions have been imposed on them 
for extradition of any accused". 
He said the UN is dealing with 
countries and governments but in 
"our case the UN slapped sanc- 
tions on the people of Afghani- 



stan". "You can not force op- 
pressed nations (to accept such 
things). Osama is a guest and liv- 
ing as a refugee, who fought against 
the erstwhile Soviet Union. He is 
living in Afghanistan on humani- 
tarian ground. He is not operating 
against any country". 

Asked as to why the US is not 
understanding Taliban's notion, 
Mujahid said, "The United States 
is not understanding the psychol- 
ogy of Islam and Afghan people. 
T^ey are seeking advice from those 
individuals, who have ulterior 
motives and personal benefits. The 
US is adopting policy of might is 
right". 

Asked if recognition is a pre- 
requisite by Taliban for solution to 
Osama issue, he said, "It is not a 
pre-requisite. "We will put a good 
solution under the obligation of 
Islamic teachings and UN char- 
ter," If concrete evidence is found 
that Osama is involved against any 
country, he will be brought in Is- 
lamic court in Afghanistan. 

"We have floated proposals that 
ulema from Afghanistan, Saudi 
Arabia and a third country should 
decide the issue. "We have also 
put forth proposal that the OIC 
should monitor his activities". 

Asked that the United States has 
rejected these proposals, Mujahid 
said rejection of proposals is not 
way of solution. "Negative pres-- 



sure will give negative results". 
He said cooperation between the 
Afghan Islamic Emirate and the 
United States may lead to solution 
of problems. 

Asked whether solution of 
Osama'sproblemwill improveties 
between Taliban and the US, he 
said, "Osama is only an excuse for 
pressure. If one issue is resolved, 
the Americans will raise other prob- 
lem".' 

Mujahid said that State Depart- 
ment spokesman James Rubin has 
said that this is not one issue of 
Osama but they have other issties 
with TaUbiin includinj^^tmnf^aQ 
rights, narcotics and several oth- 
ers. "There is lack of confidence 
between the United States and 
Taliban. Confidence should be cre- 
ated before you demand for expul- 
sion of a man". 

Asked about UN Security Coun- 
cil's recent warning to slap more 
sanctions on Taliban, he said, "We 
think that Russian Federation is 
involved in a move for more sanc- 
tions. They (Russians) are taking 
revenge to prolong war in Afghani- 
stan. It is not legitimate" He saiid 
the Russian move receives cool 
response from other Security 
Council members. 

About world criticism to Taliban 
human rights record, he said, "It 
depends on the culture of a society. 
Some countries want to impose 



their culture. Taliban bauc goal is 
to respect human rights. Our Op- 
position warlords are traoi^Ung 
human rights but they are being 
supported for more fighting. This 
is irony and amusing". 

To a question about Taliban's 
relations with neighbours, he said, 
"We want friendly relations with 
neighbours. But neighbours and 
regional friends shoidid realise re- 
alities. Some of the neighbours 
want continuation of war. 

Asked if he sees change in Paki- 
stan' s Afghan policy a^ its sup-^ 
port- 1» the'traditional LoyasH^ 
(Pnfl ^^^ly). he imfm, 
not tiiink any change. Pakistani 
dared recognise realities in Af-i 
ghanistan. • 

About Loya Jirga. he said, "tbya 
Jirga is not personal imjperty of 
King Zahir Shah. "We are not] 
againstLoyalirga.ItneedlBapr^pa' 
. time. If we convene Ldya Juga. 
then the countries, which are tak- 
ing about the jirga, will oppose our 
move". He said Taliban will bold 
loya jirga at approfMiate tiime. 

Mujahid said Taliban had held 
jirgas in the past In 1995, some 
1 S ,(XX) religious scholars gadiered 
in Kandahar and elected lifuUa 
Omar as tiieir leaders. SeciuMi time, 
Taliban invited 2,800 tribal lead- 
ers in 1998, when Iran deployed 
200,000 soldiers alcmg bonto with 
Afghanistan. ^ 



Afghan Interior 
Minister due today 

By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD - Afghan Inte- 
rior Minister Maulvi Abdul Razaq 
will arrive here today (Sunday) 
for talks with his Pakistani coun- 
terpart Lt Gen. (Retd) Moinuddin 
Haider on issues related to terror- 
ism and smuggling. 

The Afghan Interior Minister 
was earlier scheduled to arrive 
here on Monday (tomorrow). He 
will lead a delegation during his 
talks vyitii governnient of Paki- 
stan on issues affecting both the 
countries. * 
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ISLAMABAD. May 14: Afghan 
Interior Minister Maulvi Abdul 
Razaq Akhund on Sunday said 
that they had no reports of hid- 
ing Pakistan criminals in 
Afghanistan. 

Maulvi Akhund, heading an 
eight-member delegation, 
arrived on a five-day official 
visit for talks on host of issues, 
including terrorism, smuggling, 
Afghan transit trade and repatri- 
ation of refugees. 

On his arrival at Islamabad 
airport, he told reporters that 
they would discuss a number of 
issues with their Pakistani coun- 
terpart. 

When asked to comment on 
the prevailing situation in 
Afghanistan, Maulvi Razaq said: 
"Peace has returned to 
Afghanistan and the return of 
refugees has already started." 

"Now they can return and 
resettle in their homeland with- 
out any problem," he added. 

He said the Taliban govern- 
ment was taking a number of 
steps to help resettle their coun- 
trymen. 

The minister hoped that his 
visit would help strengthen the 
existing ties between the two 
countries and usher in a new era 
of cooperation in different sec- 
tors. 

Maulvi Razaq, who flew-in in a 
special UN flight, was received 
at the airport by Interior 
Secretary Hassan Raza Pasha 
and senior interior ministry offi- 
cials. 

Pakistan Ambassador to 
Afghanistan Aziz Ahmed Khan 
also arrived here in the same 
flight. 



Official sources said there; 
would be two rounds of talks' 
between Interior Minister 
Moinuddin Haider and his' 
Afghan counterpart on May 16 i 
and 17. 

They added, Islamabad was 
going to raise the issues of 
refugees' repatriation and the 
transit trade, which had been 
causing adverse effects on its 
economy. 

The two countries have differ- 
ences over the ATTA which led 
to imposition of restrictions in 
early '90s on it by the first 
Nawaz Sharif government after 
misuse of the facility. 

Pakistan had been providing 
transit facilities to the land^ 
locked Afghanistan under an 
agreement signed in 1965. 

There are some 1.6 million 
Afghan refugees still residing in 
Pakistan. 

A UN-sponsored phased repa- 
triation of Afghan refugees start- 
ed in March this year. Some 
100,000 refugees would be repa- 
triated under the UN pro- 
gramme every year. 

The Afghan delegation is com- 
prising deputy foreign minister 
Mulla Abdul Jalil, deputy 
finance minister ArifuUah Arif, 
deputy frontiers minister Haji 
Mohammad Ibrahim, deputy 
commerce minister Mulla 
Mohammad Faizan, deputy min- 
ister for repatriation and mar- 
tyrs Mullah Rehmat Wahidyar, 
special secretary to interior min- 
ister Mohammad Alam Waziri 
and representative of the 
Afghan foreign ministry, Maulvi 
Sardar Mohammad Sherzad. 
— APP/NNI 
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ISLAMABAD, May 16: 
Afghanistan on Tuesday 
agreed in principle to 
Pakistan's proposal to reg- 
ulate the movement of 
people across the borders 
to check smuggling, drug 
trade, gun running, car- 
jacking and escape of 
fugitives. 

The agreement came dur- 
ing a meeting held here 
between Pakistan Interior 
Minister Lt Gen Moinuddin 
Haider and Afghanistan 
Interior Minister Mullah 
Abdul Razzaq Akhund. The 
two ministers were assisted 
by the officials of their 
respective ministries. 

Secretary interior Mr Hasan 
Raza Pasha told Dawn that 
Pakistan told the Taliban leader 
that the free movement across 
the borders needed to be regu- 
lated. He said Pakistan also pro- 
posed the introduction of 
Rahdari system like the one ctu*- 
rently in operation between cer- 
tain points in Balochistan on 
Pakistan-Iran borders. 

The Afghan minister, who 
arrived here on Sunday on a 
five-day visit, Mr Pasha said, 
agreed upon the need to regu- 
late the invalid movement 
across the border? but sought 
tiiae to. discuss the issue to come 



up with Afghanistan's own pr«>- 
posal to meet Islamabad's con- 
cerns. 

On the request of Islamabad, 
Kabul also agreed to remove 30 
items from the Afghan Transit 
Trade Agreement (ATTA) list 
but, at the same time, declined 
to include over a dozen items in 
the negative list. 

The items which the Afghaii 
minister agreed to remove from 
ATTA include all types of vehi- 
cles, cigarette, paper and filet 
rods, VCRA^CP, chewing gum, 
toilet accessories, video cassette, 
cosmetics, face powder, juicers, 
bleeders/mixers, food proce^r 
sors, baby pampers, tUes, televi* 
sions, air conditioners, dinner 
sets, kitchen items, etc. . ; ^ 

The items, which the Taliban 
are refusing to renipve from die 
ATTA list include telephone 
sets, bicycles and spare parts, 
tape recorders, btdbs and tube- 
lights, sewing machines, tools, 
footwear, gas heaters, sugar, 
black tea and razor blades. 

SMUGGLING: A press release 
issued later said the government 
of Afghanistan had agreed to co- 
operate in elimination of smug< 
gling on Pakistan-Afghan bor- 
ders. It said the Afghan delega- 
tion also agreed to tighten secu- 
rity on the borders to check ille- 
gal movement of people. 
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Cross-border drugs movement 

Afghanistan agrees to 
exchange information 




By Rana Qaisar 



ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and 
Afghanistan on Wednesday 
agreed to exchange information on 
cross-border movement of narcot- 
ics and also reached an under- 
standing that some 100,000 Af- 
ghan refugees would repatriate to 
tfieir country this year. 

These decisions were officially 
announced after the Interior Min* 
isters of both the countries com- 
pleted two rounds of talks here. A 
host of issues including Afghan 
Transit^rade were discussed. 

The Afghan delegation, led by 
Interior Minister Mullah Abdul 
Razzaq Akhund, agreed to ex- 
change information of cross-bor- 
der movement of narcotics to tar- 
get stockpiles of opium and hero- 
in laboratories. 

An agreement was also reached 



to set up'a special group compris 
ing anti-narcotics officials of both 
the countries to take specific steps 
for eradicating this menace. Both 
the sides agreed to nominate a 
technical team of experts and sur- 
veyors to demarcate border at 
Qamar-ud-Din Karez. 

They also agreed on the forma 
tion of a permanent Joint Conunis- 
sion to discuss and resolve any is- 
sues concerning cross-bordei 
movement and issuance of visa 
etc. 

The Afghan delegation also 
agreed to speed up efforts for the 
return of Afghan refugees during 
coming years, saying the govern- 
ment of Afghanistan wanted iti 
people to get back to the home- 
land and play their due role in th( 



' Afghan transit trade 
accord on the anvil' 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
spokesman of the visiting Afghan 
delegation and Taliban Ambassa- 
dor in Islamabad, Mauivi Said 
Mohammad Haqqani has ex- 
pressed the hope that the two coun- 
tries would reach an agreement on 
Afghan Transit Trade. 

"We told Pakistani officials that 
a number of Afghan delegations 
have visited Pakistan and held 
talks on the issue but regrettably 
such meetings did not yield result. 
This time, we want to find an ulti- 
mate solution to the problem. The 
ongoing talks would not conclude 
without any result like the previ- 
ous meetings. The two sides have 
agreed to find a solution to the 
problem," Haqqani told VOA in an 
interview. 

He said that threadbare discus- 
sions were held on the issue., The 
issue of smuggling was also dis-. 
cussed. "So far as the issue of 
smuggling is concerned, it is up to 
Pakistan as it has nothing to do 
with Afghanistan. We told them 
that although this is a principled 



right of Afghanistan that the route 
should remain open yet the Islam- 
ic Emirate assured them full co- 
operation in checking smuggling," 
he said. 

The Afghan envoy said that the 
route remains closed for the past 
sometime but even then the Paki- 
stani markets are flooded with for- 
eign goods. These goods are not 
being brought to Pakistan only fiom 
Afghanistan rather such goods are 
smuggled into Pakistan from other 
sides as well which should also be 
kept in mind, he maintained. 

Haqqani said that Pakistan did 
raise the issue of terrorism and said 
that the people who commit crimes 
in Pakistan take shelter in Afghan- 
istan and those who commit crimes 
in Afghanistan cross into Pakistan. 

The issue of the repatriation of 
the Afghan refugees was also dis- 
cussed to devise an organised pro- 
gramme for their return. 

"We assured full cooperation to 
Pakistan and told them that we 
would never allow the criminals to 
hide in Afghanistan. 



country's recon.struction. 

The return of the Afghan refu- 
gees will be under a tri-partite 
agreement between United Na- 
tions aiid the governments of Pa- 
kistan and Afghanistan. 

According to the agreement the 
United Nations High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR) will pro- 
vide shelter and drinking water to 
the refugees on their return to Af- 
ghanistan. Transport will also be 
provided to them to reach theii 
destinations. 

Interior Minister Lt. Gen. (Retd) 
Moinudin Haider said Pakistan 
expected from the international 
community to help Afghanistan 
rebuild its infrastructure which 
was destroyed during their fighi 
against former Soviet Union. 

The talks were participated by 
the Ambassadors of both the coun- 
tries and senior officials of feder- 4 ft MAY 9nfln 

al and provincial governments of ' " ' ^ 
Balochistan and NWFR 

Two sessions of talks were held 
on Wednesday. The Afghan dele- 
gation, which was here on a five 
day visit, has extended its stay for 
another day to finalise outstanding 
issues related to Afghan Transit 
Trade Agreement (ATTA). 
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Afghan 
team holds 

talks on 
transit trade 

BureauReport 



ISLAMABAD!, May 18: Talks 
on a transit trade arrangement 
between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan remained inconclu- 
sive on Thursday, as the two 
sides decided to continue).con- 
sultations in futiure. ri^;. 
The visiting Afghan delega- 
tion, led by Interior' Minllter 
Mullah Abdul Razaq Akhund, 
met Conunerce Minister Abdul 
Razaq Dawood here and dis- 
cussed with him matters per- 
taining to transit trade. 

Both sides explained their 
views on operational aspects of 
the trade agreement and decid- 
ed to continue consultation to 
evolve a viable strategy benefi- 
cial to both the C9untries. 

The commerce minister said 
Pakistan was keen to help out 
its Afghan brethren in their 
hour of trial. The relations 
between the two countries 
would be strengthened through 
frequent consultations, he 
added. 



Taliban to extradite 
criminals, says FO 

By Hasan Akhtar 21 MAY 2085 



DAWN 

ISLAMABAD, May 20: 
Afghanistan has indicated to 
Pakistan that it would extradite 
those identified by Islamabad as 
"the wanted criminals" and 
assured it that no terrorist 
camps, if so identified by 
Pakistan, would be permitted to 
operate from the Afghan soil, 
said Foreign Office spokesman 
Iftikhar Murshed on Saturday. 

The spokesman said that 
Afghan Interior Minister Mullah 
Razaq Akhund during his visit 
here earlier this week had been 
informed that there were 10 to 
12 such persons who were want- 
ed by Pakistan. They had been 
identified during the minister's 
talks at the interior ministry. 

The American request to 
Pakistan to get Osama bin Laden 
arrested to stand justice came up 
during the talks but Taliban 
maintained that the request was 
"unjustified" because none of 
the three options offered by 
Kabul was acceptable to the US. 

Pakistan, the spokesman stat- 
ed, could do nothing more than 
helping the US establish contact 



with the Taliban authorities so 
that the two. sides could talk 
directly to find a way out to 
resolve the Osama issue. 

Referring to the positive 
results of the last month meeting 
held among various Afghan par- 
ties in Saudi Arabia under the 
auspices of the OIC, the 
spokesman noted with satisfac- 
tion the continued adherence by 
both sides not to raise level of 
fighting and to engage in 
exchange of all prisoners of war 
with the help of Red Cross. 

But the Pakistan suggestion to ' 
scale down the list of items per- 
missible under the Afghan 
Transport Agreement still 
r^ained imresolved. Islamabad 
had pointed out the ill effects of 
smuggling via Afghanistan, of 
about 18 items. 

Expressing the hope that usual 
escalation in fighting with the 
advent of summer would not 
occur, the spokesman admitted 
that arms were reportedly being 
funnelled to the Northern 
Alliance from Russia and 
Central Asia. 



Taliban renew 
aid appeal for 
drought affectees 

ISLAMABAD<NfNI)-Afghani. 
Stan's ruling Taliban Tuesday re- 
newed appeal for international aid 
to help the drpught-stricken peo- 
ple in different parts of the war- 
shattered country. 

Taliban's Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Mulla Abdul Jalil. launching 
the appeal, said that around 80 per 
cent livestock has died and gar- 
dens withered and destroyed. 

In a statement, released by the 
Afghan embassy Islamabad, the 
minister said that several people 
have also lost life. However, he did 
not mention number of the people 
died io drought. He said thou- 
sands of people fled drought-hit 
areas for cities in search of food 
and shelter. 

"The worst drought in Afghani- 
staii confronted people vwtili a lot of 
problems in South and Southwest of 
the country," Mulla Jalil said.. 
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New envoy to 
Afghanistan 
named 

By Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD, May 22: Mr 
Arif Ayub has been appointed 
as ambassador of Pakistan to 
Afghanistan. 

Mr Arif joined Foreign 
Service on Dec 1, 1973. He held 
various diplomatic assignments 
in Pakistan's Missions abroad. 
Since September 1997 he 
was serving as ambassador to 
Italy. 
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Afghan FM says 

'Washington 
needs an enemy' 

ISLAMABAD (NNI)- Afghani- 
stan Foreign Minister Mullah 
Wakil Motawwakil has said that 
there were certain political mo- 
tives behind the United Nations 
sacntions and the demand that the 
Taliban regime handed over Osama 
bin Laden, the Saudi dissident 
Washington alleges was responsi- 
ble for the bombing of its embas- 
sies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998. 

"The United States just cannot 
tolerate an independent and Islamic 
Afghanistan. 

Washington needs an enemy; it 
is a requirement of American for- 
eign policy, and we have been cho- 
sen as the enemy. 
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Taliban tell German { 
team they inspect 
human rights 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
Taliban Foreign Minister Maulvi 
Wakil Ahmed Mutawakel has told 
the visiting German parliamen- 
tary delegation that Islamic Emir- 
ate was fully respecting human 
rights in its controlled areas in the 
war-ravaged Afghanistan. 

Talking to the Germany parlia- 
mentary delegation, which called 
on him at Kabul, Mutawakel said 
that Islamic Emirate of Afghani- 
stan has constituted anti-terror- 
ism and anti-narcotics commis- 
sions. He said that international 
news agencies are spreading false 
and baseless propaganda agamst 
the Islamic Emirate. 

He said that Islamic Emirate 
wants end of war and restoration 
of lasting peace in Afghanistan. 
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Moscow's threat to Kabul 



DAWN 2 7 MAY 2000 By Afzaal Mahmood 



MOSCOW'S warning that it could 
carry out air strikes against the sus- 
pected Chechen guerilla training 
camps in Afghanistan provides a 
clue to the new aggressive posture 
Russia's foreign policy is likely to 
assume under President Vladimir 
Putin. 

Despite sharp criticism from opposition 
deputies in Moscow, Putin's top spokesman 
on Chechnya has refused to back down on 
his warning to Afghanistan. Ruling out 
armed intervention against the Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan, the spokesman reit- 
erated the earlier warning by adding 
"Russia could use technical means", an 
apparent reference to air or missile strikes. 
His threat has been confirmed by Russia's 
foreign minister who said that the Kremlin 
was serious about preventive strikes against 
Afghanistan if a security threat from there 
against Russia did not abate. 

Though the Communist Party leader 
Zyuganov has branded the Kremlin official's 
statement as "completely irresponsible", an 
indirect support fpr the Russian warning has 
been provided by a leading member of the 
liberal opposition, Yabloko, who is also the 

deputy head of the Duma's 

defence committee. Referring — — — 
to the US strikes against 
Afghanistan and Sudan, 
Yabloko seems to have 
argued that since the interna- 
tional community did not con- 
demn them, Russia has a 
precedent to follow. 
Moreover, as Mr Putin is at 
present riding a wave of pop- 
ularity within the country, 
any criticism from the opposi- 
tion parties is not going to 
deter him from carrying out 
his threat. 

The reaction from the 
Taliban government has been 
predictable. Shrugging off the m^^mm 
warning and vowing that they 
would continue to extend "moral backing" 
for the Chechen fighters, the Taliban have 
warned that the neighbouring countries pro- 
viding air strike facilities to Russia wiU be 
equally responsible for aggression against 
the people of Afghanistan. But, like the 
Americans, the Russians can launch missile 
attacks against Afghanistan though they 
may not be as accurate and effective as air 
strikes. 

Reacting to reports about the Russian 
threat, the Pakistan foreign pffice 
spokesman reiterated that during Pakistan's 
contacts with the Afghan leaders, the latter 
have denied the presence of any military 
training camps in Afghanistan. He also 
referred to Kabul's repeated assurances that 
it would not allow the Afglian soil to be used 
for hostile activities against any country. 
The foreign office spokesman thought that 
the actions Contemplated by Russia could 
prove potentially destabilizing for the whole 
region. 

Tlie Russian threat should l>e taken seri- 
ously because it has grown out of Moscow's 



frustration at its failure to bring the fighting 
in Chechenya to a quick end. One of the slo- 
gans, which had a strong impact in ensuring 
a sweeping victory for Putin in the presiden- 
tial election, was his promise to quickly 
crush the Chechen rebellion. Since there 
seems to be no inclination on his part to find 
a peaceful solution of the Chechen problem, 
the possibility of Moscow's carrying out the 
threatened air strikes against Afghanistan 
cannot be ruled out. 

The West's reaction to the conflict in 
Chechenya has betrayed double standards. 
Surprisingly, the Americans and their allies 
have not been as strongly and meaningfully 
concerned about Chechenya as they were 
about Kosovo, even though the conflict in 
Chechnya has involved greater casualties 
and more repressive measures. The dictates 
of realpolitik have not allowed them to go 
beyond occasional calls for a peaceful solu- 
tion of the Chechen problem. By a twist of 
semantics, the "freedom fighters" of 
Kosovo have been turned, in the western 
eyes, into "the rebels" of Chechenya for 
them to be treated differently. President 
Clinton felt no compunction about approv- 
ing Russia's right to "oppose violent 
Chechen rebels." 

Russia is in the process of a historic transi- 



The Russian threat should be taken seriously 
because it has grown out of Moscow's frus- 
tration at its failure to bring the fighting in 
Chechenya to a quick end. Since there seems 
to be no inclination on Putin's part to find a 
peaceful solution to the Chechen problem, the 
possibility of Moscow carrying out the threat- 
ened air strikes against Afghanistan cannot be 
ruled out. 



tion. The process has received a fillip after 
the election of Mr Putin as Mr Yeltsin's suc- 
cessor. Some of his pronouncements since 
he came to power have caused serious con- 
cern among some of Russia's nei^bours, 
particularly the former Soviet republics in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. For instance, 
in his inaugural address Mr Putin proudly 
recalled Russia's imperial tradition which 
enabled Russia to expand into a vast 
empire, extending over several time zones in 
a span of 400 years. "We must always 
remember those who created the Russian 
state, championed its dignity and made it a 
great, powerful and mighty state." 

This attitude was reflected in a Russian 
national security policy document adopted 
on October 3, 1999, when Putin was prime 
minister. It speaks of the need "to create a 
single economic domain with the members 
of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States", and in that context refers to aU the 
constituent republics of the former Soviet 
Union, with the exception of the Baltic 
states which, too, are under constant pres- 



sure from Moscow. It is significant that the 
document does not define what is meant by 
a single domain. Even if it were possible 
confine the proposed grouping to the eco- 
nomic field, it would certainly be resisted by 
almost all the former subject states of the 
ex-Soviet Union. 

Three ex-Soviet republics — Azerbaijan. 
Georgia and Uzbekistan — opted out of the 
1992 treaty on collective security last year to 
assert their independence.' President 
Vladimir Putin has renewed his efforts to 
create "a single domain" within the geo» 
graphical boundaries of the former Soviet 
Union. He recently presided over a meeting 
of the leaders of live ex-Soviet republics in 
Minsk to intensify cooperation on security 
issues to fend off perceived new threats 
from terrorism, Islamic extremism and 
drugs and arms smuggling. Beside Belarus 
and Armenia, three Central Asian states of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrghyzstan and Tajikistan 
attended the meeting. 

Turkmenistan was conspicuous by its 
absence. Tlie nine documents adopted at the 
meeting set down the terms of joint inter- 
vention to defend the members* interests, 
including peace-keeping missions and the 
use of force. 

The possibilities are that Mr Putin, by 
^^^^^ using pressure tactics, may 
make independence so 
painful for the former Soviet 
republics that the "return to 
the Russian womb" will 
appear to them as the lesser 
of the two evils. For that he 
has several pressure points to 
use: the presence of Russian 
troops (almost every former 
brealcaway state has Russian 
troops stationed on its soil), 
incitement of dvil wars (as in 
Georgia and Tajikistan) and 
the use of economic pressures 
since the economies of land^ 
locked Central Asian 
republics are almost totally 
i^^gggpB dependent on Russian sup- 
port. 

Only recently Turkey's deputy prime min- 
ister Devlet Banceli accused Russia of desta- 
bilizing Central Asia and the Caucasus by 
seeking to restore control over the former 
Soviet republics. "A region of peace and sta- 
bility cannot stand and watch an approach; 
that means the effective revival of the 
Soviet Union", he said. It may be recalled 
that Turkish and Russian rivalry over the 
Caucasus is many centuri^ old. 

The threat of punitive strikes against 
Afghanistan should be seen as part of Mr 
Putin's efforts to re-establish control over 
the former Soviet republics in Central Asia. 
Fears of the spread of Islamic extremism, 
particularly in states bordering on 
Afghanistan, can prompt some of them to 
seek dose ties with Moscow for protection. 

Uzbekistan, which opted out of tiie 1992 
security treaty last year, is moving doser to 
Moscow to tackle what it perceives as at 
thi-eat from extremist groups like thjB 
Taliban. The air strikes ttu-eat may also be. 
designed to bolster the sagging morale of 
the anti-Tahban Northern Alliance. 
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y\Jghanlstan n%ws Dipping 



KABUL(AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban Tuesday 
condemneda warning from Rus- 
sia of possible airstrikes against 
suspected Islamic training camps 
in Afghanistan. 

An Afghan Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Faiz Ahmad Faiz 
shrugged off the warning and 
vowed that the Islamic militia 
would continue to extend 'moral 
backing' for the Chechen rebels. 

He was commenting on a state- 
ment by Russian President 
Valdimir Putin's top spokesman 




Taliban flay warning 



Sergei Yastrzhembsky on Mon- septutatist rebels. 



against suspected training camps 
in Afghanistan. 'We might pos- 
sibly carry out preventative 
strikes if there is a serious threat 
to Russia's national interests, or 
a threat to the national interests 
of countries in the region which 
have friendly relations with Rus- 
sia,' Yastrzhembsky said. The 
Taliban spokesman also dis- 
missed remarks by Putin's 
spokesman that the Islamic mili- 
tia and suspected terrorist Osama 
bin Laden had agreed to provide 
wet^pons and men to Chechnya's 



day . ' Such statements by the Rus- 
sians is not something new. The 
Russians have always openly in- 
terfered in Afghan internal af- 
fairs,' Faiz said, blaming Mos- 
cow for the ongoing 20-year war 
in Afghanistan. 

'Therefore the Afghan people 
condemn the interference by Rus- 
sian^ or by any one else under any 
guise in the Afghan internal af- 
fairs,' he said.'TTiey morally back 
the just cause of the Muslim 
Chechen State,' Faiz said. 

Putin's spokesman on Monday, 
did not rule out possible strikes 



FaizsaiddiattheTalibancouldnot 
help the Chechen rebels because 
die militia ladced resources and be- 
cause of the long di^ance betweoi 
Chechnya and Afghanistan. 

'What fliey say is not tnje,' Faiz 
said, adding that bin Laden was not 
allowed to q)aate against anybody 
torn the Afghan territory. 

Representatives of Chechen 
separatist President Asian 
Maskhadov held talks with a sen- 
ior Taliban official and bin Laden 
about a week ago in the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif, 
Yastrahembsky said. 





helping Russia 
could face 
retaliation:Talitii 




KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban warned its northern 
neighbours on Thursday against 
helping Russia in its threateiKid air 
strikes on suspected terrorist train- 
ing camps inside Afghanistan. 

The Afghan Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement the ruling Isi- 
lamic militia reserved the rig^t to 
reciprocate against such countries. 

Though it did not name any spe- 
cific state, the statement amounted 
to a veiled warning for Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. 

'If Russia carries out its threat- 
ened strikes against Afghanistan, 
this attack will take place through 
the air space of Afghanistan's 
neighbours,' the statement said. 
'Such countries will be consid- 
ered enemies by the Afghan peo- 
ple.' 

On Wednesday, Russian De- 
fence Ministry sources were quoted 
as saying Moscow had drawn up 
plans to deliver rocket and air stikes 
against suspected training camps 
in Afghanistan. , 

The Taliban statement de- 
scribed Moscow's threat as an 
attempt by the Kremlin to save 
Afghan ex-President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who 
heads anti-Taliban forces hold-^ 
ing out against the ruling mili<' 
tia in the northeast. 

The Taliban, who control most 
of the country, accuse Rabbani ^d 
his military strongman Ahmad 
Shah Masood of receiving Mosr 
cow's military aid. 
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'Calm in Kabul 
an uneasy one' 



By MobarlkVIrk 



ISLAM ABAD-This year it is a 
much calmer start to the summer 
as compared with what had been 
witnessed in the preceding years. 
This appears to be a positive indi- 
cator in the backdrop of the recent 
meeting held in Jeddah, Saudi Ara- 
bia, between Taliban and the North- 
ern Alliance. Pakistan also partici- 
pated in the meeting through a 
senior official of the Ministry of 
Foreign Office. 

But, at the same time huge 
amounts of armaments are being 
funneled in both the sides which 
makes the .situation more and more 
explosive and can lead to re.sump- 
tion of major attacks on each oth- 
er's positions at any time. 

In the Jedah meeting both 
Taliban and the Northern Alliance 
agreed on a number of issues. An 
agreement was reached for the 
comprehensive exchange of pris- 
oners of war between the two 
groups through the International 
Committee for Red Crescent 
(ICRC). 

A committee was also formed 
comprising rcpresehtatives from 
Pakistan, Iran, the United Nations 
and the Organisation of IslaiTiic 
Countries (0|C) which will step in 
if there is a conflict on the issue. 

Through another agreement both 



Taliban and the Northern Alliance 
agreed to permit the movement of 
conveys of the United Nations and 
other Non-Governmental Organi- 
sations (NCiOs) carrying humani- 
tarian aids and relief gowis to help 
people in the drought hit areas. 

The two sides also agreed not to 
target civilians and civil targets 
in ca.se any hostilities break out 
in future as well a.s to exercise 
maximum restraint to prevent 
hostilities which irtay lead to a 
full fledged military action be- 
tween Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance. 

However, the sources in the Pa- 
kistan Foreign Office are appre- 
hensive that the two sides are far 
apart as ever on major issues. But, 
they added, this does not prevent 
Pakistan to continue to play its role 
for peace in Afghanistan. 

The sources said that the North- 
em Alliance has refused to accept 
the demand of Taliban to surren- 
der the arms. 

Similarly. Northern Alliance has 
refu.sed to acdepting Mullah Omar 
as Ameerul Momneen while the 
both the sides have rejected the 
idea of setting up a tripartite gov- 
ernment comprising Taliban, the 
Northern Alliance and the Afghans 
living outside the country. 
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Taliban forcibly 
remove 12 doctors 
from Afghanistan 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - As a result of 
undue pressure at hands of Tali- 
ban leaders, 12 leading physicians 
and doctors were compelled to 
leave their Afghanistan a report 
informed on Sunday. 

According to reports, the medi- 
cal institutions of Afghanistan lack 
books and other documented ma- 
terials. 

In this connection, former Vice 
Afghan Consul General at Pesha- 
war Mr. Wali Naeemi through his 
efforts collected some 5,000 books 
for medical and engineering stu- 
dents from Afghans residing in 
United States and other foreign 
countries in 1997-98, but the 
stuUents are still facing deficien- 
cy of books and other printed ma-" 
terials. 

In the light of such complaints 
and difficulties, Taliban authori- . 
ties have directed some 13 doctors 
to compile a book within two days. 

However, all of them have ex- 
pressed inability of doing so in a 
shortest time. 

Soon after In retaliation, the? 
Afghan Health Minister had or-, 
dered shuttering of private clinics 
of these doctors and said that they 
would not be allowed to work in* 
any part of Kabul or other cities 
of the country. 

And 12 out of 13 doctors, serv-. 
ing the Medical Faculty at Kabul 
and other hospitals. 
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^ghanlslan Q%ws Dipping 



Taliban soldiers 
humiliate doctor 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - A physician 
from Ghaniidiel area of the border 
Nangarhar province of Afghani- 
stan was badly humiliated by Tal- 
iban soldiers without any crime. 

Dr Hasham, a physician who 
preferred to serve his countrymen 
instead of going abroad was arrest- 
ed by Taliban soldiers a few days 
ago. 

He was charged of having links 
with a new front being established 
with a purpose to substitute Tali- 
ban in Afghanistan. Such a front 
is being headed by Abdul Qahar 
Shariati so far but some heavy 
weights even those who have 
served in the regimes of former 
king Mohammad Zahir Shah and 
Sardar Daud Khan are supporting 
the front. 

After arresting him, the Afghan 
physician was badly beaten up and 
tortured by Taliban. The Taliban 
soldiers, guarding the Afghans 
have asked the common people to 
refrain themselves of becoming 
parties to the conspiracies being 
hatched against Taliban, other- 
wise, they would face the same 
consequences. 
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Kabul zoo 
presents ghastly 
' ^ spectacle 

- KABUL(AFP) . Kabul zoo, once 
a frontline in Afghanistan's fac- 
tional fighting; has become a vir- 
tual torture chamber for the ani- 
mals which survivedtfae stiife. 

-! Weak and emaciated, the zoo's 
monkeys are constantly tormented 
1}y visitors who are allowed to shout 
at the animals and prod them with 
sticks in full view of guards who 
<how little concern for their plight, 
s Quizzed about their indifference, 
the keepers say they have simply 
grown weary of telling visitors to 
stop torturing the aniinals. 
I A blind lion, a b^ack bear, seven 
ihonkeys, 20 rabbits, five foxes, 
four wolves, two hawks, two fal- 
cons, three vultures, nine owls, a 
deer, a snake and several pigeons 
ahake up the zoo's deplet^ popu- 
lation. Many animals were killed 
infighthig before the rulingTaliban 
routed rival groups from the Af- 
ighan capital in 1996. 
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Powerful blast 
rocks Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) - A powerful 
blast at a Taliban military base 
rocked Kabul early Friday, resi- 
dents and soldiers said. 

The blast occurred at the Taliban 
military division No. 16 in the 
northern Khair Khana area after 
sunrise, Taliban soldiers guarding 
the base said. 

They said a container of anunu- 
nition exploded scattering 
Grapnels to the nearby dwellings, 
but there were no casualties. The 
site was later inspected by senior 
Taliban authorities. 

The soldiers described the blast 
as an accident and said no one had 
been arrested as yet. 

A room full of timber caught 
fire, sending up a column of smoke, 
they said. 

The Taliban, who took Kabul in 
1996, control most of the country. 
They are battling the forces of the 
Afghan ex-defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 
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No let-up in repatriation of 
Afghan refugees from NWFP 



PESHAWAR (APP) - The repa- 
triation of Afghan refugees is con- 
tinuing with the same pace from 
NWFP, however, the repatriation 
process has been stopped in Balo- 
chistan due to droughts in Afghan- 
istan. 

This was stated by Additional 
Commissioner Repatriation Af- 
ghan Commissionerate Peshawar 
Col (Retd) Abdul Hafeez while 
talking to APP here on Satur- 
day. 

Giving month wise break up of 
the Afghan refugees' families re- 
patriated so far since January 
2000, he told that in January 2000, 
a total of 144 families repatriated 
comprising 823 individuals (fam- 
ily members), followed by 190 
families in February (13^6 family 
members), March 587 families 
comprising 3282 family members 
and 1611 families in April which 
were consisted of 9733 individu- 
als. 

In reply to a question. Col (Retd) 
Abdul Hafeez said that each fami- 
ly was given Rs.5000 as repatria- 
tion grant besides 300 kg wheat 
and a Tarpaulin at UNHCR offic- 
es in Jalalabad, Khost and at other 
points in Afghanistan. 

He told that the verification of 



the returning families was carried 
out by the UNHCR at four verifi- 
catfon points. 

These points have been estab- 
lished in Nawa Pass Bajaur 
Agency, Takhta Baig Jamrud in 
Khyber Agency, Ali Zai in 
Parachinar Kurram Agency and 
Ghulam Khan in Miran Shah 
North W?>ziristan Agency, he add- 
ed. . • / 

To a question, he said, each head 
of the family is to submit three 
passport size photograph at these 
verihcation points where three 
forms were issued which were 
duly filled by the UNHCR offi- 
cials. 

Of the three forms, two were 
kept in verification centres while 
one was given to the head of the 
family which he submitted in the 
respective UNHCR offices in Af- 
ghanistan and thus become eligi- 
ble for obtaining repatriation grant 
and 300 kg wheat and a Tarpau- 
lin. 

He told that repatriation of refu- 
gees is taking place in two differ- 
ent manners, in the shape of fami- 
ly members and groups. He elab- 
orated that Afghan refugees 
groups comprising 400 to 600 in- 
dividuals also repatriated to their 



country and they were provided 
repatriation grant in the camps, 
lliis is called targeted group repa- 
triation, he added. 

About the fresh influx of Afghan 
refugees, Col (Retd) Abdul Ht^eez 
said, about 2 to 3 families entered 
Pakistan daily from the Northern 
parts of Afghanistan where forces 
of Ahmed Shah Masood and Tali- 
ban militia are engaged in heavy 
fighting. 

Hf^i Javed nominated IHRC 
chief for Pakistan 

The International Hunuui Rights 
Conunission (IHRC) has nominat- 
ed former NWFP minister Haji 
Mohanmiad Javed as Ambassador 
of Human Rights in Pakistan with 
all the authority and privileges of 
country president. 

Itiis announcement was made 
by Mohammad Shahid Amin 
Khan World chairman of IHRC 
who held a detail meeting with 
Haji Javed here at his residence at 
Peshawar on Saturday. Haji mo- 
hammad Javed is expected to 
resume his office after taking oath 
as Ambassador of Human Rights 
at Human Rights Commission 
World Report launching ceremo- 
ny to be held at Karachi on May 
20 next. 



Drought: UNHCR suspends 
Afghan repatriation plan 



ISLAMABAD (PPI) - United 
Nations High Commissioner For 
Refugees (UNHCR) has suspended 
repatriation of refugees to South- 
ern Afghanistan following the 
>yorst drought hitting the region, 
UN sources said here on Friday. 

The UNHCR had planned to re- 
patriate over 1 ,70,000 Afghan refu- 
gees from Pakistan during the cur- 
rent summer. 

According to the sources.in the 
worst drought to strike Afghani- 
stan since 1971, the hardest hit 
area, so far, is southern 
Afghanistan,with a belt of severe 
drought in 
Kandahar, He] mand.Zabul, 
Uruzgon and Nimroz. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban admin- 
istration has evacuated between 
2,000 and 6,000 families from 
Registan by truck over the last 
three months, of whom about 80 



families have taken refuge in 
Kandahar city. 

Previously local authorities 
were also assisting in transport- 
ing livestock, for example in 
the direction of Herat, but they 
are now concentrating on res- 
cuing humans. , 

The evacuatiort of Kochis has 
now stopped since the trucks can 
no loncer^et into the desert due to 
deteriorating road conditions. 
Those who remain* may be evacu- 
ated by helicopter. 

The local authorities also hope 
to provide some food assistance, 
which may need to be supple- 
mented if the newly displaced stay 
in Kandahar, and have vaccinated 
50,000 animals. 

Some Kochi families have al- 
ready migrated to various areas of 
Afghanistan in search of fodder 
for their animals. 
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UNHCR repatriation plan 



Afghan DPs give 
positive response 

Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, May 22: 
Afghan refugees have respond- 
ed positively to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Tehran 
government jointly sponsored 
programme for the voluntary 
repatriation of refugees to 
Afghanistan. 

The programme initiated on 
April 8 to address the problem 
of undocumented refugees, has 
raised the weekly repatriation 
figure to more than 4,500, one 
of the largest returns in recent 
times. Since the launch of the 
programme more than 18,000 
Afghans have returned to home 
while 12,000 who fear to return 
home have filed claims to regu- 
larise their presence in Iran. 

According to the Islamabad 
office of the UN co-ordinatdr for 
Afghanistan, the programme 
which was agreed between tlie 
UNHCR and Iran on Feb 14, for 
the first time offered undocu- 
mented Afghans a true choice: 
to return home or normalise 
their presence in Iran, 

Afghans who opt for volun- 
tary repatriation receives mate- 
rial assistance and free passage 
to Afghanistan in safety and 
dignity. Afghans who are 
unable to return have the right 



to present their claims at 
screening centres where they 
would be examined by teams 
jointly appointed by UNHCR 
and Iran and those considered 
to be in need of protection 
granted a stay in Iran. 

To put the programme into 
action, UNHCR and its govern- 
ment counter-part- BAFIA- have 
established voluntary repatria- 
tion and screening centres in 
areas with large Afghan pres- 
ence. Three voluntary repatria- 
tion centres have already been 
opened in Tehran, Mashad and 
Zahedan, where refugees who 
wish to return are provided with 
information and assistance. 

Screening centres have also 
been opened in the same three 
stations to receive the claims 
from Afghans for protection. 
Successful applicants will 
obtain permits that will allow 
them to temporarily stay ui Iran 
until conditions in Afghanistan 
are conducive to return. 

Rejected ones would have a 
second chance. They have the 
right to lodge an appeal within 
10 days and have their cases re- 
examined by a separate com- 
mittee composed of representa- 
tives from UNHCR and BAFIA, 
whose decision would be final, 
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Turks kill 9 

Afghans 
near border 



ANKARA, May 10: Turkish 
soldiers killed nine Afghans and 
wounded five when they 
opened fire on a group trying to 
cross into Turkey from Iran, the 
A]iatolia news agency reported 
on Wednesday. 

The incident occurred late 
Tuesday near the northern tip 
of the Turkish-Iranian border 
close to the eastern town of 
Dogubeyazit, said the agency. 

Turkish troops opened fire on 
a group of 153 Afghan immi- 
grants when they refused to 
obey verbal warnings to stop, it 
added. The remaining 139 
immigrants were detained. 

Turkish officials told Anatolia 
the group was fleeing the 
Taliban and had paid 700 dol- 
lars each to an Iranian gang. 

A second group of would-be 
immigrants, among them 40 
Iraqis and six Afghans, were 
nabbed in the eastern province 
of Bitlis on buses bound for 
Istanbul, AnatoUa reported. 

The agency did not specify 
from which country they had 
crossed into Turkey. 

Turkey, which acts as a major 
transit route for illegal immi- 
grants from Asia in search of a 
better life in Europe, had often 
been criticized by western 
European countries for failing 
to curb the influx of immi- 
grants. — AFP 
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More Afghan 
refugees 
expected 

Bureau Report 

, ISLAMABAD, May 4: The 
federal government appre- 
hends fresh influx of Afghan 
refugees if the on-going 
drought in many parts of 
Afghanistan aggravates and no 
immediate relief is provided. 

Secretary of state for frontier 
regions & Kashmir affairs 
Javed Akram while talking to 
Dawn denied that anybody had 
so far moved to Pakistan but 
said: "We do have fears in the 
back of our mind." 

The WFP has said that severe 
drought has hit Zabul, 
Kandahar, Nimroz and 
Helmand in Afghanistan. 

In the apparent situation the 
people may not choose to leave 
their own drought-hit area and 
go to another area which itself 
was facing drought but the pos- 
sibility of better relief operation 
in Pakistan would be a great 
attraction for many Afghans. 
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Afghans 
outnumber 
locals in Attock 

From Our Correspondent 

SANJWAL CANTT - A large 
number of Afghan refugees have 
turned Attock city into a mini-Af- 
ghanistan. According to details, 
illegal Turkmen-raced Afghan set- 
tlers are giving Attock city look 
like a mini- Afghanistan. Most of 
the areas of Attock city Mohallah 
Bijli Ghar. Dar-ul-lslam colony. 
People's Colony, Moh. Awan 
Sharif, Moh, Shed, Moh Mehrpu- 
ra east and west and so on are 
heavily occupied by these Afghan 
settlers. Their population in most 
of the mohallas is larger than the 
local inhabitants. They are running 
their shops, carpet, weaving indus- 
tries etc without any let or hin- 
drance. An estimate revealed that 
their number exceeds 1 million. 
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Drought halts Afghans 
repatriation process 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - The repatriation 
process being initiated by the Unit- 
ed Nations High Commission for 
Afghan Refugees (UNHCR) has 
received a severe blow due to 
worst kind of drought in Afghani- 
stan. 

The UNHCR has initiated repa- 
triation for 20,000 in previous 
April and was expecting return of 
some 200,000 Afghans from botii 
Pakistan and Iran. In die begin- 
ning, the UNHCR officials have 
received very positive response 
and in previous April some 30,000 
Afghans were repatriated from 
both the neighbouring countries.. 

However, due to continuous dry 
spell in all over South Asian re- 
gion, the repatriation process of 
Afghan refugees to their mother- 
land was affected. 

Most of southern provinces of 
Afghanistan, adyacent with Balo- 
chistan are affected by drought. 
And likewise is the situation in 
south-eastern and eastern provinc- 
es of that war-affected country. 
Like of Sindh and Balochistan, 
war-affected Afghans are also 
hunting for drinking water at Ka- 
bul and other places. A recent re- 



port reveals that due to drought, 
some of the returned Afghan fam- 
ilies are again migrating to Paki- 
stan. 

A recent UNICH^ report states 
tiiat average 1 1 per cent of hand- 
dug wells with hand pumps were 
dry in western Afghanistan, while 
in Pashtoon Zaighun district 40 per 
cent of the wells are dry. In south- 
em Afghanistan, an average of 10 
per cent of dug or bore wells are 
dry. 

As in the west, however, the av- 
erage receives enormous variation. 
For example, over 60 per cent of 
Uie wells in Khashrod distiict of 
Nimroz province have run dry, 
same is the case with Maiwand 
distiict of Kandahar. The findings 
are based on situation analysis 
done by the Rural Rehabilitation 
and Development Oepartment and 
ttieNGODACCAR. 

It furtiier states tiiat UNICEF is 
now heading a technical working 
group which has put togetiier a 
plan of action for safe drinking 
water to the most drought affect- 
ed districts of Kandahar and Zabul 
provinces. The prepared plan was 
based on the pledges made by 



UNDCP/ERD, UNICEF and 
DACCAR for the provision of 
83,000 dollars. The project, which 
will deepen/drill 250 wells, will 
benefit some 75,000 people in 
eight distiicts. 

Meanwhile, in Kandahar a hand 
pumps has been installed while 
seven boring machines are to dig 
the wells for more hand pumps 
working. 

The UN weekly Update reveals 
that 644 families have been repat- 
riated from Pakistan. Amongst 
them 385 families have received 
tiie UNHCR standard repatriation 
package at Jalalabad and 259 fam- 
ilies have received the repatriation 
package at Khost. Similarly, the 
report has also confirmed tiiat dur- 
ing this period 8324 persons have 
been repatriated from Islamic Re- 
public of Iran. However, due to 
drought which reduced availabili- 
ty of water in all over Afghanistan, 
no new group had repatriated to 
the country. 

Meanwhile, Haji Yaqoot Khan 
Shinwari an Afghan journalist re- 
siding at Kohat informed that due 
to drought and lack of proper liv- 
ing conditions a large number of 



Afghan families have been remi- 
grated. Such families were tta^ 
repabiated to Zazzi Maidan area 
of Paktya province. He added that 
most of these remigrated families 
have adjusted themselves with 
tiieir relatives in Hangu and Ko- 
hat towns. 

Quoting die returning families, 
Mr. Shinwari stated Uiat beside 
acute shortage of water, the repat- 
riated Afghans are facing employ- 
ment and are not provided witii the 
health and education facilities. 
They added tiiat all infrastructiue, 
particularly tiie agricultiire field 
have been devastated. While in. 
state offices, Taliban are demand- 
ing bribe for providing empl<^- 
ment and releasing of tiieir mea- 
gre monthly salaries. 

No one is in a position to debate 
with Taliban or oppose their direc- 
tives. Like former Jehadic com- 
manders, Taliban stalwarts and 
soldiers have also established tiieir 
own prison houses in their c(»ittol- 
led areas. In such circumstances, 
it is impossible for the Afghans to 
stay away in their war-affected 
homes and villages, Mr. Shinwari 
concluded. 
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Second year of drought 

WFP plans to help 
400,000 Afghans 



-JSLAMABAD, May 2: 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans need immediate help 
to survive a severe drought hit- 
ting their country for the second 
consecutive year, the UN World 
Food Programme said on 
Tuesday. 

The situation had forced a 
large number of Afghans to con- 
sider moving to Pakistan, it said. 

"There are no walking skele- 
tons yet, but without an ade- 
quate response thousands of 
Afghans in the southern 
provinces would face a merci- 
less summer after having lost 
almost all their rain-fed wheat 
crops and up to 80 per cent of 
their livestock due to the lack of 
precipitation," a- WFP press 
released quoted Afghan country 
director Mike Sackett as saying. 

Mr Sackett, who had a three- 
day vi.sil 10 tl>e provinces of 
Zabul and Kandahar last week, 
said there was a clear need now 
to expand humanitarian assis- 
tance and include food aid for 
destitute villages that could 
engage in self-help projects 
such as well digging or clearing 
the underground irrigation 
channels. 



Bureau Report 

feed more than 400,000 people 
who were the poorest and most 
needy, for the coming 12 
months until the first harvest 
began in June 2001. Some 
30,000 tons of food would be dis- 
tributed. 

The rainy season in 
Afghanistan was over and with 
many of the wells dry or their 
water having declined to an 
extremely deep level, these 
provinces were unlikely to 
receive any more rain before 
November. 

The most hit provinces were 
Zabul, Kandah9r, Nimroz and 
Helmand where more than four 
million people lived. Shrivelled 
wheat, due to the lack of water, 
occupied thousands of hectares 
in southern Afghanistan. 
Arghstan and Arghaband Rivers 
that should be in full stream this 
time of the year were dry. 
People depended on the few 
remaining springs and some of 
the wells for drinking water, 
said Mr Sackett. 

Some of the wheat fields irri- 
gated by underground water 
channels seemed to have partly 
survived the drought. Eighty 
per cent of the livestock in the 



Lagharai village in Kandahar 
alone. Carcasses were scattered 
along nearby roads, he said. 

At the Abo Kala village in 
Zabul, he said, people resorted 
to eating the boiled roots of 
Alfalfa. Many trees in and 
around the Sikhwandar village 
died. ' 

Many villagers were consider- 
ing moving their families to 
Pakistan, the WFP said. But, it 
added, the same drought had 
already struck across the bor- 
der. The WFP suggested the 
need to stabilize these people 
where they were and help them 
survive the harsh conditions 
without a major dislocation. 

The WFP acknowledged the 
high level of social cohesion in 
the affected villages where well 
off people often assisted their 
less fortunate neighbours. 

Kuchis, the nomads of 
Afghanistan, have been facing 
even worse conditions. Solely 
depending on livestock, the eco- 
nomic structiu-e for thousands of 
those people disintegrated with 
the increasingly high rate of ani- 
mal morality. Those who lost all 
the animals could be seen pitch- 
ing their tents near urban cen- 



The WFP, he said, planned to past few months was lost at the tres like the Kandahar city. 

Afghans need urgent help to 
survive drought, warns WEP 
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ISLAMABAD (PR) - Hundreds 
of thousands of poor Afghans need 
urgent assistance to survive the 
harsh conditions of a severe 
drought hitting this war-torn coun- 
try for the second consecutive 
year, the UN World Food Pro- 
gramme warned on Tuesday. 
' 'The are no walking skelectons 
yet, but without an adequate re- 
sponse, thousands of Afghans in 
the southern provinces would face 
a merciless summer after having 
^st almost all their rain fed wheat 
ifcrops and up to 80 per cent of their 
^livestock due to the lack of pre- 
cipitation," said Mike Sackett, 
^WFP Afghanistan Country Direc- 
tor, after a three-day inspection 
^yisit to the provinces of 2^bul and 
rkandahar last week. 
^ Due to a similar severe drought 
^ast year, WFP started an emo^gen- 
food distribution in South Af- 
ghanistan in February helping 
rabout 200,000 people for the last 



two months. "We plan to provide 
another 3,000 tonnes of wheat 
flour for these families in May," 
Sackett said. 

"But, there is a clear need now 
to extend and expand humanitari- 
an assistance and include food aid 
for destitute villages that could 
engage in self-help projects such 
as well digging or clearing the 
Karezes (underground water irri- 
gation charmless)." 

This is why WFP plans to feed 
more than 400,000 people, who 
are the poorest and most needy, for 
the coming 12 months until the 
first harvest begins in June 2001 . This 
eifott will require the distribution of 
some 30,(XX) tonnes of food. 

"We will be able to help only the 
most needy and poor hungry peo- 
ple with food, but WFP can only 
do so much. There is a clear need 
for drinking water, health servic- 
es and other technical support for 
the worst hit communities to help 



them support themselves over the 
coming months," Sackett said. 

The rain season in Afghanistan 
is over and with many of the wells 
either dry or their waters having 
declined to an extremely deep lev- 
el, these provinces are unlikely to 
receive any more rain before No- 
vember. The next harvest will be 
in the summer of 2001 . 

The most hit provinces are 
Zabul, Kandahar, Nimroz, and 
Helmand, where more than four 
million people live. 

Shrivelled wheat, due to the lack 
of water, occupied thousands of 
hectares in southern Afghanistan, 
Rivers, like Arghstan and Ar- 
ghaband that should be in full 
strean this time of the year are dry. 
People depend on the few remain- 
ing springs and some of the deep 
wells for drinking water. Only 
some of the wheat fields irrigated 
by underground water channels 
seem to have partly survived the 



severe drought. 

In Lagharai village, Kandahar 
province, villagers told a visiting 
WFP team that they have lost 30 
per cent of their livestock in the 
past few months. Animal carcass- 
es were scattered along nearby 
roads. In Abo Kala village, Zabul 
province, people resort to eating 
the boted roots of Alfalfa (an ani- 
mal fooder). In Sikhwander, also 
in Zabul, many apricot trees have 
died while almond trees, a main- 
stay of the rural economy, were 
badly affected by the drought. 
There will be no harvest this year 
in many villages in these provinc- 
es. Many villagers are considering 
moving all their families to Paki- 
stan, but the same drought has al- 
ready struck across the Wders. 

"We need to stabilise these peo- 
ple where they are and help uiem 
survive these harsh conditions! 
without a major dislocation," 
Sackett said. 



OIC, Pakistan & Iran to assist in exchange of prisoners 

UN hopes for positive 
result of Jeddah talks 



ISLAMABAD (APP)-UN Sec- 
retary General's special envoy on 
Afghanistan, Fransesc VendriU has 
hoped that talks between Taliban 
and their opponents being held in 
Jeddah, would yield positive re- 
sult. 

In an interview with Voice of 
America (VOA), Vendrill ex-- 
pressed satisfaction that the two 
sides were able to evolve consen- 
sus on at least one issue. 

He said, the talks were very short, 
but both sides agreed on exchange 
of prisoners. 

Vendrill said, contact has been 
established with the ICRC to con- 
tact the two warring sides for im- 
plemepting the agreement, add- 
ing, "We hope that agreement 
would soon be implemented." 

Asked if the exchange of prison- 
ers was a step towards solution, he 
said, the step may be treated as a 
humanitarian step which would 
create confidence between the two 
sides, if implemented. 

"I do not say that it means 
progress in the peace process. 

But I think there are certain steps 
before the peace talks which are 
essential and the exchange of pris- 
oners is one of them," he added. 

Vendrill said, he participated the 
talks as an observer and the talks 
were actually held under the me- 
diation of the Organisation of Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC), presently 
iieaded by Iran. 

Asked as to what issues were 
discussed and what were the prob- 
lemsi the UN SG envoy said, other 



issues discussed were that civilian 
people should not be the targets of 
war and both sides agreed to hon- 
our this point. 

He said, another issue was to 
ensure smooth flow of aid sup- 
plies. The OIC and the UN ap- 
pealed the two sides not to launch 
major offensives. 

Vendrill said the talks would 
continue and the head of the OIC 
team would fix the date for the 
next round after talks with both 
sides.^ 

Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC), Pakistan and Iran will 
assist International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) in exchange of 
prisoners in Afghanistan. 

This was stated by leader of the 
mission of OIC 2Larif who attended 
the talks between Taliban and their 
opponents held in Jeddah, Radio 
Tehran reported. 

Hesaid both sides on the conclusion 
of second session of second round of 
talks in Jeddah have agreed on the 
exchange of prisoners. 

He added Afghan groups were 
urged to remove the obstacles in 
the way of delivery of humanitar- 
ian assistance like food and medi- 
cines to people and stop targeting 
the civilian population. 

NNI adds: Afghanistan ruling 
Taliban have floated 10 proposals 
to the OIC in the indirect Jeddah 
talks with opposition northern alli- 
ance to solve the Afghan conflict. 

Ameer Khan Muttaqi, head of 
theTaliban negotiation team hopes 
that the OIC sponsored talks would 



continue and succeed in ending 
foreign interf«ence arui flow of arms 
to Afghanistan. Muttaqi says Taliban 
team presented ten proposals includ- 
ing continuation of the present talks, 
assuring that they are ready tocon- 
tinue these talks and find soluticm to 
tiie problems. Howevw, the exposi- 
tion ended the session. 

He said the OIC seat should be 
given to the Islamic Emirate. 

"We also demanded OIC role in 
condemning and lifting UN sanc- 
tions against Afghanistan". 

He said the Taliban team de- 
manded of the OIC to call upon the 
international community to extend 
help to the drought stricken people 
of Afghanistan. 

"We also i^emanded that the OIC 
should pursue the agreement 
reached for exchange of prisoners so 
ttiat it is properly implenwnted. The 
OIC was also asked to end fweign 
interference in Afghanistan. 

Our delegation demanded that 
the OIC office for Afghanistan in 
Islamabad should be shifted inside 
Afghanistan. 

"We asked the OIC that the 
neighbouring countries, which are 
supporting certain groups, should 
be asked to give up this unilateral 
policy. 

"We also asked them to 
strengthen a central Islamic gov- 
ernment and that individual groups 
and personalities should not be 
strengthened. We wanted continu- 
ation of talks but, unfortunately, 
no agreement was affected except 
exchange of prisoners". 
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Sitting amongst the ruins of a house In Chechen capital, Grozny 

The Russian 



Dr SamiuUah Koreshi 
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he Orsl Russian threat ti 
bomb Afghanistan was 

made on 21st May. This 

warning was renewed on May 24 
again. It was further said that should 
a decision to do so was made, the 
Russian planes were ready to imple- 
ment it immediately. 

Russian Foreign Minister, Igor 
Ivanov, said on May 23 at Belarus, 
that there arc "various" options, in- 
cluding the air strikes. Another im- 
portant member of the National Se- 
curity Council said "Russia should 
not exclude anything from its arse- 
nal," This has been interpreted in 
some circles as use of nuclear mis- 
siles as well against Afghanistan. 

Reports after the NATO meeting in 
Italy indicate that Russian Foreign 
Minister Ivanov was still in the same 
benicosemood, Hesaid that the threat 
did not come up in his discissions 
with US Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright, 

Does Russia intend to implement 
its threat in some form or the other? It 
is swarmed by the Chechen mountain 
bees. It has failed to stamp out the 
Chechen rebellion now going on since 
September 1999. Most of theChechen 
m li/'a/j iWecn have moved to die moun- 
tains after being driven out from the 
flatlands while the Russians have been 
bogged down in the Chechen moun- 
tains with no early victory in sight. It 
will be recalled that the Russians were 
driven out of Chechnya in the 1*^4- 
96 war with the mujahideen and are 
haunted by a continued mountain war 
for long period. Therefore, there is a 
possibility that Russia might imple- 
ment its threat in some way or the 
other.Russia tries to justify these 



planned air raids on the excuse that , 
Afghanistan is helping the Chechens, j 
,Setgift..Xastrxhembrasky,,a top i 
Kremlin spokesman, alleged that Rus- 
sian intelligence had evidence that 
Afghanistan and Osama bin Laden 
have signed an agreement to aid the 
Chechen mujahideen. 

The other plea is based on the al- 
leged Afghanistan activities in , 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan which bor- 
der Afghanistan. 

The Russian threat and its imple- 
mentation will l?e discussed in 
Clinton-Putin summit meeting in 
Moscow on June 3-5. However, one 
can be sure that Russia, as reincarna- 
tion of USSR, and USA are bed fel- 
lows in the refined neo-imperialist 
gun boat diplomacy in Afghanistan 
and Central Asian region where their 
policies coincide. Should Russia re- 
ally go for such a reckless and aggres- 
sive action against Afghanistan it 
would be a very dangerous develop- 
ment. We need to examine its various 
implications. Actually, at the centre 
of Russian altitude to the Chechnya 
war are two issues: first the policy to 
eliminate the Chechens' struggle, 
armed or otherwise, and second Rus- 
sia' s policy to retain the same hold on 
Central Asia that USSR had over 
them, or to deny them their independ- 
ence by making them mere 'autono- 
mous regions' under Russian suze- 
rainty. Unless these underlying ob- 
jectives in Russian moves are ex- 
plained the latest Russian threats to 
Afghanistan would not become clear. 

Chechens have a very long history 
of national resistance against Russian 
imperialism; it has been there since 
1700 AD when Peter I embariced oa 



his expansionist policies towards Per- 
sia. Neither Afghanistan nor Osama 
bin Laden were there about four cen- 
turies ago. When Hitler's Army could 
form two divisions out of the Causek 
deserters of the Red Army, there WM 
no Osama bin Laden in existence. 
Russia should understand that mili- 
tary solutions have not been able to 
substitute dialogues, talks and nego- 
tiations of political solution. It would 
be wise not to find an alibi in bin 
Laden* s alleged help to Chechens as 
the cause of Russia's predicament in 
Chechnya. To repeat what has ex- 
isted since the last four centuries was 
no creation of any external factor. 

When a powerful nation wants to 
adopt bellicose steps, its intelligence 
agencies manufacture "reports" and 
"infoTraation". CIA manufactured 
Gulf of Tonkin incident to manufac- 
ture excuse Ifbr US intervention in 
Vietnam as is now acknowledged in 
American books on CIA activities, 
like the prestigious reseaith: "CIA, 
the Agency". Involving Osama in all 
such activities is a game that US has., 
been playing and now Russia has 
joined US in the same game. His 
name could have been included in the 
accusation to create a joint US-Rus- 
sia operation, if that be possible, or to 
seek American backing at least. One 
can look tn the AESOF^' Fjrtjles die 
story of the wolf and the lamb who 
(the latter) was accused of muddying 
the water while the wolf was up* 
stream and the lamb downstream. 

The solution does not lie in un- ' 
lea.shing bombs on Afghanistan but ' 
to return to the table and implement 
the 1997 Chechen-Russian Ceasefire 
Agreement and implement it, if nec- ' 



essaiy with minor modifications, but 
certainly not in use of force. 

If Tajikistan and Uzbekistan have 
their problems with Afghanistan, per- 
haps Pakistan can help them more by 
arranging talks with Afghanistan than 
Russian missiles can help them. On 
the contrary the reckless step would 
in name the situation rather than 
pacify it. Russia has no boKlers adja- 
cent to Afghanistan. Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenestan have 
common borders with Afghanistan. ' 
If these have any problems with Af- 
ghanistan they should sort them out 
with Afghanistan directly. Russia 
should keep out of the affairs of the 
Central Asian Republics yis-Ji-vis ' 
tfjeirneighbours. TTiey shodld r^ent 
any tutelage over their independence. 

As regards Russia's attempts to 
step into USSR's shoes in Central 
Asia, it would be better for Russia to 
adjust itself to the new realities in the. 
region. Some of these realities are 
that this area is bound to return to self 
determination in its cultural and so- 
cial values. The solution of Russian 
problems lie in compromising with 
the new realiticis and allowing real 
independehee to the Central Asian 
Republics, letting them return to their 
roots, native culture and history and 
not to act like how Moscow u.sed to a / > ^ i 

act till recently. Russia should not try ■ '^H ? ^^ 
to inherit Soviet Red Empire* ji^. 
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'Foreign interference causes 
damge to Afghan peace efforts' 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The UN 
special envoy on Afghanistan 
Francesc Vendrell has said that 
foreign interference is still contin- 
uing in Afghanistan making the 
problem dimcult and complicated 
but hoped solution to the conflict 
may possibly be found. 

"Afghans have fed up with the 
war and all the groups know that 
the people of Afghanistan want 
peace, which has raised hopes for 
the solution of the Afghan con- 
flict", Vendrell told the VOA in an 
interview. 

He said the warring factions 
would soon realize that there is no 
military solution to the problems 
and the issue should be resolved 
through political means. 

The UN envoy said that the 
countries which have interfered in 
Afghanistan's internal affairs, 
might have realized that they have 
not only harmed the Afghans but 
their own in^itTBS well b^iluie 
no country has benefited from in- 
terference in Afghanistan neither 
in the previous century nor in the 
current century. 



Vendrill said the talks between 
Taliban and their opponents in Jed- 
dah were effective because the ri- 
val groups agreed on exchange of 
prisoners. However, he said, the 
agreenM»t is yet to be inHitoneitted. 

The accord will help create an 
atmosphere of trust between two 
sides and improve atmosphere for 
political dialogue if implemented. 

Asked how arms supply into 
Afghanistan will be stopped, the 
UN envoy said that a formula 
should be devised during talks 
with the government concerned to 
convince the neighbouring coun- 
tries that a stable government in 
Kabul, formed on the basis of a 
political settlement, will have 
friendly relations with them. 

He said that the Iranian govern- 
ment and the United Nations have 
decided to set up UN ofHce in Iran. 
He said the world body would 
soon appoint representati^w for 
"ilfin. He said he wants to strength- 
en UN presence in Uie region. He 
said the Afghan problem is difH- 
cult and complicated but hopefUl 
solution to the conflict would be 



found. 

"The United Nations and Ira- 
nian government have agreed to 
set up a Liasion office in Tehran, 
where one official will work. In 
tills way, tiM UN will have links 
witii Iranian auUioritiet and otiwr 
diplomatt tiiere", Vendrell said. 

The UN envoy said tiiat contacts 
and links would also be established 
witii tht Iran-based Afghan poli- 
ticians. He said the UN preferred 
to have an office in Kabul but tiie 
same has not yet been established 
due to security, political and logis- 
tic problems. Instead, he added, 
Islamabad office is being used for 
tiie purpose. 

He said tiiat presence of oSice 
was very important in Tehran be- ; 
cause tiie UN wants to have close 
links witii the regional countries. ' 
He added that the Tehran office 
of the UN will concentrate ,00 . 
diplomatic and |>olitical affi^i^., 
while tiie affain of'tiietreltimit, 
will be looked after by the UN- 
HCR. He said the UN wiU also 
appoint a political representative 
in Kabul soon. 
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Kabul now a peaceful city: UN 

From Our Correspondent 

. PESHAWAR -Compare tooth- The report further said that since ment, central region is also begin- 
er cities and towns of war affect- mid-December, the displacement ning to feel the effects of the 
ed Afghanistan, life in Kabul ii of tens of thousands of people drought. While southern Afghan- 
satisfactory, which could be from their homes in the Shataali istan remains the most affected 
judged of the fact that its popula- plain, and the continuing drought area of the country. Other regions, 
tion has increased from 1.2 mil- in the region. UN and other assist- including Kabul are facing 
lion to 1 .78 million in a period of ance agencies have continued to drought, 
around two years. monitor conditions and provide The recently formed Drought 
The newly arrived people in support for displaced families in. Task Force in Kabul city is assess- 
Kabul are also included those who the region. ing the situation in both rural ar- 
have recently repatriated from In Kabul, regular foo'd inputs eas and the Kabul city. Forecast- 
Iran and Pakistan. But majority of from WFP for some 3,000 vulner- ing of anticipated possible prob- 
them have come to the city from able families housed in the ex- lems in Kabul city and rural areas 
northern areas. Soviet Embassy compound have is currently ongoing. Possible 
According to the UNO weekly been matched by joint Un/NGO drought related fall out in Kabul 
update that some two years back non-food distribution. In addition, city may be increased food prices 
population of Kabul was 1.2 mil- UNICEF, together with NGO's (due to lower production), and a 
lion but now it was registered 1.78 have supported the provision of corresponding increase in food 
inillion. Quoting a survey report, - basic services ( safe water, health insecurity, 
it has informed that a high degree care and education) and winter- Another concern is possible 
of mobility among the population, ised the compound. shortage of drinking water, declin- 
The report also confirmed that al- On the assumption that families ing water quality, and public 
most one-third of the families re- would be able to return to their health problems, 
siding in the city had migrated this homes in Shamali in the spring. Therefore, the assistance corn- 
years. This increasing population A joint strategy for scaling down munity is looking into a response, 
is directly related to the focus of external assistance over three to if it is necessary to address food 
this : The situation of displaced four months period has been security, drinking water and health 
persons in Central Region, and planned in Kabul. sanitation. 
the drought. Originally, assistance for the In rural areas, preliniinary con- 
It recalled that in the wake of displaced was intended to be for cems are that there may be a de- 
fighting in late summer/fall 1999, six months, and thus to be phased cline in harvest and livestock loss- 
central and north Afghanistan wit- out by March. Therefore, food es. Migration of people in search 
nessed a wave of displacement provision to displaced persons in of wages/ employment, a food and 
about 200,000 people. the ex-Soviet compound is de- drinking water. An assessment of 
The greatest number was those creasing. While Action Contre L the situation in the rural areas has 
who were displaced from Shamali Faim simultaneously conduct- started one week ago. TTie assess- 
north of Kabul most of them fled ing nutritional assessments to ment had been organised and 
either to the Panjshir Valley ( ensure that the nutrititional sta- planned by the Task Force in Ka- 
Northem Alliance territory) or to tus of children and vulnerable not bul with the cooperation of UN 
Kabul city. to deteriorate. agencies ( WFP. UNCH ( Habi- 
In each location, th9re.yfere an It further infprmed that' while , tat)nJ'AO, ProMISflHwith IFRC 
estimate^ 60,0Q0 or more dis- confronting the coniiiiuihg, b'-^,jmd "ICRC and wiS NoO's like 
placed persons. ' manitarian bbVaen.y#^i<,.^f^||,^^ 




US should take initiatiye 
for peace in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD(NM)-Afonner 
high-ranking official of State De- 
partment, Ambassador Peter 
Thompson has said Washington 
should initiate wide ranging diplo- 
matic activities for the restoration 
of peace and stability in Afghani- 
stan. 

He was speaking at a function 
arranged by the Iran Research 
Center in Washington. 

Peter Thompson, US Ambassa- 
dor for Afghan resistance during 
the 1980s, said peace must return 
to Afghanistan because the Af- 
ghans have experienced great trou- 
ble as a result of the longstanding 
Afghan war. "Restoration of peace 
in Afghanistan is an international 
requirement", he said. He said that 
peace cannot return to Afghani- 
stan unless the US initiates vast 
diplomatic efforts and arranges a 
big conference. 

He said neither Pakistani nor 
Indian attempts to mediate the Af- 
ghan dispute can succeed. This is 
because the Afghans look with 
suspicion any initiative from 
abroad. They are particularly do 
not trust the efforts made by 
Islamabad, Tehran, Moscow or 
Riyadh. 

The former US official said that 
Pakistan and Iranian peace efforts 
have failed because these coun- 
tries only pursue their national in- 
terests and are rivaling each other 



for their own interests. He said two 
things were raising his hopes that 
is that all the Afghan tribes and 
nationalities including Pukhtoons, 
Tajiks, Uzbeks, Hazaras or others 
are opposed to division of Afghani- 
stan and are engaged in infighting 
for Afghanistan. 

The neighbouring countries are 
also not interested in disintegrat- 
ing Afghanistan and they know 
that their interest is secure in a 
united and sovereign and independ- 
ent Afghanistan, he said. Thomson 
said that the regional countries 
know that trade routes from north 
to south and from west to east 
would open once peace is restored 
in Afghanistan. 

He said Pakistan would mostly 
benefit from such a free flow of 
trade. He said the interests of Paki- 
stan, Iran, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India and China is in 
restoration of peace in Afghani- 



policy. 

He said such a policy which aims 
at ending international terrorism 
in Afghanistan, checking growing 
narcotics production, eliminating 
the dangerous networks of Islamic 
extremists and opening of trade 
routes passing through Afghani- 
stan. A policy which should help 
the Afghan people, who have been 
confronting death and destruction 
at the hands of the Communists 
and the extremists during the last 
twenty years, so that they may re- 
construct their country. 

He said the US should not suf- 
fice on expressing sympathies with 
the Afghan people and on the de- 
mand for forming a broad-based 
government, rather it should have 
an effective diplomatic strategy. 
He said the US government should 
adopt a policy on Afghanistan un- 
der the regional framework and it 
should aim at helping Pakistan to 



Stan. However, he said peace in get itselfoutofthe quagmire it has 

Afghanistan is mostly linked with fallen in, remove tension between 

the stand of the US. He said the India and Pakistan, coordinate af- 

problem is that the US has not been fairs with Iran, strengthen democ- 

having a particular strategy on racy and free market economy in 

Afghanistan even since 1992, when Russia and Central Asian states. 



the Communist regime was top- 
pled in Kabul. 

He said this lack of policy is also 
bad for the US as well. He added 
Washington should not only con- 
fine to the issue of Bin Laden but 
should also adopt a wide covering 



and counten the narcotics 
destabilizing the world and the re- 
gion. It should also pave the ground 
forcooperation between Chma and 
Japan. The US should do it indi- 
rectly and tiirough the United Na- 
tions. 



US cautions Russia 
against attack 



By Our Correspondent 



WASHINGTON, May 23: The 
US State Department on 
Monday cautioned the Russian 
government that a military 
action in Afghanistan would not 
solve the Chechnya crisis. 

The spokesman, Richard 
Boucher, when asked to react to 
reports that a Russian deputy 
has said that the country would 
consider launching air strikes 
against Afghanistan, said: "I 
think the important point about 
Chechnya is that there is a 
strong effort oil our part to talk 
to the Russians about this, to 
get them to pursue some- 



thing other than a military solu- 
tion." 

A Russian official was quoted 
by wire services as saying that 
since they found out that 
Taliban, in particular Osama bin 
Laden, were supporting the 
Chechen rebels, they would con- 
sider air strikes against Afghan 
positions. 

Boucher said: "We have made 
clear and I think they have said 
they agree — that there is no 
real military solution there. So 
other military action is not 
going to help us get to a solu- 
tion." 
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US extends 
help to Afghan 
drought victims 



WASHINGTON, May 21: The 
United States aimoimced on Fri- 
day it was contributing $SOO,000 
in emergency drought relief for 
crisis-stricken Afghanistan. 

Washington, which does not 
recognize Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban militia and has bapked 
sanctions against them, said it 
was making the donation in 
response to a UN appeal. 

"Afghanistan, already devas- 
tated by two decades of war, is 
suffering what may prove to4)e 
its worst drought in 30 years," 
State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said in a state- 
ment. 

He said the money would be 
given to relief organizations for 
providing potable water, deep- 
en wells and prevent water 
wastage.— AFP 



Pickering confers 
with Taliban 



ISLAMABAD, May 28: US 
Undersecretary of State for 
Political Affairs Thomas 
Pickering held talks with 
Afghan Taliban government 
officials here on Saturday night, 
reports said on Sunday. 

Deputy foreign minister 
Mulla Abdul Jaleel led the 
Taliban team in two hours of 
talks which touched on 
Afghanistan's alleged help to 
terrorists, drug trafficking and 
securing peace in the country, 
which is torn by civil war. 

Pickering urged the Taliban 
to surrender Osama bin Laden 
the Pakistan-based Afghan 
Islamic Press (AJP) agency said. 

Pickering was in Pakistan 
after holding talks in India. 

Jaleel said that Osama had 
long been living in Afghanistan 
and the Taliban were ready to 
resolve the issue through nego- 
tiations. But a member of the 
Taliban team was quoted by the 
agency as saying that the US 
did not respond to Taliban pro- 
posals on the issue. 

The agency reported that 
Jaleel rejected US and Russian 
charges that camps in 
Afghanistan were being used to 
train Chechen rebels and mili- 
tants. He repeated Taliban 
chief Mullah Omar's offer to 
allow inspections if any camps 
were identified. 

On the drug trafficking issue, 
Pickering was told that the 



Taliban had reduced the culti- 
vation of the opium poppy in 
Afghanistan by one- third but 
that cultivation could not be 
eliminated entirely unless 
Afghan farmers were given the 
means to grow alternative 
crops. 

The Taliban were ready to 
negotiate peace with its Afghan 
opponents but said that the 
opposition was being manipu- 
lated from outside, Pickering 
was told, AIP said. — dpa 

R«uters news agency said 
Pickering met Taliban Deputy 
Foreign Minister Abdul Jaleel 
on Saturday at the residence of 
the Taliban ambassador to 
Pakistan, Sayed Mohammad 
Haqani. 

Comment from US officials 
was not inunediately available. 

Pakistani officials have said 
bin Laden, fearing infiltration 
by US intelligence, has replaced 
his Arab bodyguards in 
Afghanistan with Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshi bodyguards. 

They said bin Laden had 
recruited about three dozen 
Pakistanis and Bangladeshi 
bodyguards belonging to 
Harkiatul Mu jahideen, ' a 
Kashmiri Mujahideen outfit 

He made the changes after 
the arrest in Afghanistan last 
month of a Syrian and an Iraqi < 
who said they were working for 
US and Israeli intelligence, offi- 
cials said. 



US backs 
Zahir Shah's 
peace moves 

WASHINGTON. May 18: The 
United States said on Thursday 
it was weighing "concrete assis- 
tance" to a peace initiative 
for Afghanistan begun by 
the war-torn country's 
former king, Mohammad Zahir 
Shah. 

The announcement came fol- 
lowing talks in Washington this 
week between senior US offi- 
cials and a delegation repre- 
senting the "Rome Process" — 
the name given to the ex- 
monarch's effort to convene a 
Loya Jirga or grand council, a , 
traditional Afghan meeting to 
resolve disputes. 

The Afghan representatives 
met on Monday with 
Undersecretary of State for 
political affairs, Thomas 
Pickering, Washington's third 
highest-ranking diplomat, as 
weU as Assistant Secretary of 
State for South Asia, Karl 
Inderfurth, State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher 
said in a statement. 

"Undersecretary Pickering 
told the delegation that we are 
examining ways to provide con- 
crete assistance to their 
efforts," Boucher said. 

Pickering also told the group 
that they should try to engage 
the Taliban, as well as the 
Northern Alliance, the United 
Nations and other interested 
parties as they proceed with 
their plans. — AFP 
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Pickering meets Taliban officials 



ISLAMABAD (Online)US Un- 
der Secrelary of Stale for Political 
Alfairs Tlioinas Pickering met Tal- 
iban officials here anil urged thcni 
to extradite Saudi dissident Osa- 
ma bin Laden so that he coukl be 
brought to justice. 

"Under Secretary Pickering 
urged Taliban to comply with UN 
Security Council Resolution 1276, 
which requires Taliban to hand 
over bin Laden to a country where 
he will be arrested and brought to 
justice", a US Embassy Spokes- 
man told Online Special Corre- 
spondent Nasir Jaffry while con- 
firming the meeting, which Ux>k 
place before Pickering's departure 
for Sri Lanka. 

He said purpose of the meeting, 
which was held at the suggestion 
and with the assistance of the gov- 
ernment of Pakistan, was to dis- 
cuss implementation of UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 1276. 
"During the meeting, Pickering 
provided more evidence in the case 
and urged Taliban toc»)mply with 



the UN resolution", the Spt)kes- 
man said. 

Refusing to use influence on 
Taliban for extrailition of Osama 
bin Laden, Pakistan often said bin 
Laden was neither a citizen of Pa- 
kistan nor was he living on Paki- 
stani soil. "Taliban and United 
Slates have lieen talking to each 
other in the past and therefore, they 
should try to resolve this problem 
through dialogue". Foreign Office 
Spt)kesman Iftikhar Mur.shed said. , 

Pickering told a group of report- 
ers here Saturday it was hard for 
him to conceive of the fact that 
Pakistan's continued support for 
Taliban was irrelevant to the ques- 
tion of the possibility of Pakistan 
playing a very con.structive role in 
bringing bin Laden .to justice. 

"We can encourage Pakistan in 
every conceivable way to use all 
of its contacts and all of its rela- 
tionship with the Taliban to make 
it clear to them that the US con- 
siders harbouring of bin Laden as 
.something very unfriendly to 



American interests particularly 
when it is clearly known and fully 
established that he was responsi- 
ble for bvimbings of our embassies 
as well as closely connected with 
the individuals, being tried in lor 
dan for .seeking to cause liavtK" and 
mayhem early this year", Picker- 
ing said. 

Answering a question, the 
Spokesman said Pickering also 
talked about the expanding pro- 
duction of narcotics in Afghani • 
.Stan, Afghan peace process and 
human rights situation in that 
country. "Mr Pickering also noted 
with regret death of a UN field 
worker in Taliban's bombsudment 
in Afghanistan on May 20. 20(X)' , 
he said. 

Ft may be recalled that during his 
talks with Chief Executive Genei . 
al Pervez Musliarral' and Foreign 
Ministry officials, Pickering dis- 
cussed Afghanistan and conveyed 
Washington's deep concerns about 
continued presciu-e of bm Luden 
in that country. 
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Russia, Uzbekistan may 
provide arms to Masood 



ALMATY, May 17: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
Uzbekistan President Islam 
Karimov may agree on military 
and financial aid to Ahmad Shah 
Masood, the ethnic Tajik leader 
of an opposition alliance in 
northern Afghanistan now fight- 
ing the Taliban government, 
Russian media said on 
Wednesday. 

Russian President is due to 
visit Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan on Thursday and 
Friday and his objective will be 
to reassert Moscow's position in 
the strategic Central Asian 
region which was a part of for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Security concerns relating to 
neighbouring Afghanistan are 
expected to top the agenda dur- 
ing talks between Putin, on his 
second trip abroad since being 
sworn in earlier this month, and 
the Uzbek leader Islam 
Karimov. 

Putin believes there are links 
between the hardline Muslim 
movement and separatist fight- 
ers waging guerilla warfare 
against Russian troops, in 



Chechnya. 

"Improved Russian-Uzbek 
relations are mainly due to con- 
cerns over security and the aim 
of strengthening the southern 
border of the old Soviet Union," 
said Andrei Grozin of the 
Moscow-based Institute for 
Integration and Diaspora. 

Karimov and Putin, prime 
minister at the time, found com- 
mon ground when they met in 
the Uzbek capital Tashkent in 
December. Both see Afghanistan 
as a threat to stability in the 
volatile, resource-rich Central 
Asian region and beyond. 

Karimov narrowly escaped 
death when a series of bombs 
went off in Tashkent in 
February, 1999. He blamed the 
attacks on radical Islamic oppo- 
nents suspected of operating 
from bases in Afghan territory 
controlled by the ruling Taliban 
militia. 

CONTRAST: Analysts agreed 
Putin would prove more 
assertive yet diplomatic than ' 
Boris Yeltsin in a region whose 
leaders have been keen to dis- 
tance themselves from the capri- 



cious, sometimes heavy-handed, 
actions of Putin's predecessor. 

Turkmen President 
Saparmurat Niyazov welcomed 
the apparent change in attitude. 

"What we had five years ago, 
when they (Russia) forced ulti- 
matiuns on us when they wanted 
to buy gas, will not be repeat- 
ed," he said on state television 
on Wednesday. 

The contrast in styles will be 
underlined by memories of 
Yeltsin's 1998 visit to 
Uzbekistan, when a stumble fol- 
lowed by a curtailed stay in 
Kazakhstan due to illness sig- 
nalled for many the beginning of 
the end of his leadership. 

In the Turkmen capital 
Ashgabat, Putin will discuss a 
deal for 50 billion cubic metres a 
year of gas going through 
Riissia, though Niyazov said dif- 
ferences remain over pricing. 

The project is seen by some as 
a snub to Washington, which 
wants Niyazov to commit natural 
gas to a proposed trans-Caspian 
pipeline to Turkey, bypassing 
Russia and the "rogue state" 
Iran. — Reuters 
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Russia may attack Afghanistan 

Ml!lS?52^i^? " ^ Kremlin official said Strikes outside of Russia's territoiy would open a 

Monday that Afghanistan s ruling Taliban and sus- new chapter in the Chechen war. spreading the con- 

pectedterronst mastermind Osama bin Laden have flict to another volatile iklamic anS 

signed an agreement to provide military aid to It would also run counW to earlier Russian criti- 

Chechen rebels _ and he warned that Russia might cism of U.S. strikes on supposed terrorist taisets 

launch airsmkes against Afghanistan. around the worid. including a 1998 cruiw Sile 

Presidential spokesman on Chechnya Sergei Yas- attack on Afghanistan 

trzhembsky said Russian intelligence services have Yastrzhembsky said President Vladimir Putin had 

obuiined proof of a support agr^ment between the mulled over the possibility of using air power to de- 

"! wnl.S.^^^u^lT*' ^"^^ AfghanistaS during a trip to 

I wouldn t rule out the possibUity of preyentiye Central Asia last week, and had discussed the idea 
sfrikes if a real threat arises to the nauonal interest ' with^Ifcadere of countries boidering Afghanistan. 

Ssl^^^'a'biefir u maintains military bases in Ae region ih- 

DSKy saiq ata firteting. - hentedJfrom Soviet times^d from the Soviet Un- 

'it's-an entirely real possibility." he said. ;«!,v a^T^L .'^^^ 
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Russia may attack 
Afghan camps 



MOSCOW, May 22: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's top 
spokesman on Chechnya 
warned on Monday of airstrikes 
against alleged guerilla training 
camps in Afghanistan. 

"I would not rtile that out," 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky told a 
press conference in response to 



a question. 

"We might possibly carry out 
preventive strikes if there is a 
threat to Russia's national inter- 
ests, or a threat to the national 
interests of countries in 
the region which have friendly 
ties with Russia," he said. 
—AFP 



Moscow ready to 
blast Afghan camps 



MOSCOW, May 24: Russia's 
military said on Wednesday it 
was ready to blitz alleged ter- 
rorist camps in Afghanistan 
should its political masters give 
the green light, as Moscow con- 
tinued to rattle its sabre over 
aid to Chechnya. 

Moscow accuses the Taliban 
of training guerillas fighting its 
troops in Chechnya, and 
charges tliat Osama bin Laden 
pledged support for the gueril- 
las during a secret meeting this 
year. 

Culminating a week of 
Moscow warnings, Interfax 
quoted senior defence sources 
as saying that Russia had 
mapped out contingency plans 
for air strikes against .suspected 
Afghan training grounds. 

The source said air raids 
would be delivered jointly with 
the Central Asian states of 
Kyrghyzsian, Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan. 

He added that preparations 
for such an attack had been 
made during military exercises 



conducted both this year and 
last. 

"We have no plans to resort 
to ground troops," the source 
said. 

The warning came against the 
backdrop of a new collective 
security agreement being 
worked out by Russia and five 
other former Soviet republics in 
the Belarus capital, Minsk. 

"In this situation, we must 
stress our readiness to take 
decisive aictions against ban- 
dits," Russian Defence Minister 
Igor Sergeyev said in Minsk. 

The Taliban swiftly con- 
demned the Kremlin's threat 
and vowed to retaliate if 
attacked. 

Gathering con.sensus among 
its allies for a potential strike, 
Moscow urged leaders of other 
former Soviet states to take a 
tough stand against "Muslim 
fundamentalism", which 
Ru.ssian Security Council chief 
Igor Ivanov labelled as one of 
the most serious threats facing 
Central Asia.—AFP 
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ion's futile, 10-year war again.st 
Afghan guerrillas in the 1980s. 

Yastrzhembsky said representa- 
tives of Chechen President Asian 
Maskhadov had met with Taliban 
officials and bin Laden about two 
weeks ago and signed a protocol 
to send 70 to 100 Islamic miltants 
to Chechnya. 
Bin Laden allegedly master- 

U.S. embassies in Kisnya ananPai- 
zania. The United States later 
launched cruise missile attacks on 
suspected terrorist training camps 
in Afghanistan. 

Russia protested this attack as 
breaching Afghan sovereignty. 

The Taliban has recognized 
Chechnya's independence claim 
and allowed rebel representatives 
to open an embassy in the Afghan 
capital Kabul. The Taliban Foreign 
Ministry refu.sed to comment on 
whether it would contribute arms 
and fighters to the Chechen inde- 
pendence drive. 

Meanwhile. Yastrzhembsky de- 
nied reports by Russian news 
agencies Monday that Russian 
fighter jets had bombed a column 
of Afghan militants already on the 
Chechen border with Georgia. 

Russian warplanes did attack 
and destroy a column of a dozen 
trucks in the key Argun Gorge, 
which leads through Chechnya's 
southern mountains to Georgia, he 
said. 

In another development, Yas- 
trzhembsky criticized a telephone 
conversation between Chechen 
President Asian Maskhadov and 
the head of the Council of Europe 
human rights group. Lord Russell- 
Johnston, calling it a collusion 
with terrorists. . 

Reading what he said was a tran- 
script of the call. Yastrzhembsky 
said Maskhadov invited Russell- 
Johnston to yisit him in Chechn- 
ya, and Russell-Johnston politely 
declined, saying he had to ob.serve 
international law. 

Russell-Johnston encouraged 
Maskhadov to hand over Rus- 
sian prisoners of war and en- 
couraged attempts at peace ne- 
gotiatinns. 



c 





Kremlin defiant about threat 
of air strikes on Afghanistan 



MOSCOW (AFP) - A top Presi- 
dential aide refused to back down 
on Tuesday over his warning that 
Moscow could strike Chechen gue- 
rilla training camps in Afghani- 
stan, despite sharp criticism from 
opposition deputies. 

President Vladimir Putin's top 
spokesman on Chechnya, Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky, repeated that 
Moscow did not rule out attacking 
suspected Islamic 'terrorist' bases 
in Afghanistan if they threatened 
Russian security or that of the region. 

'We don't need to have armed 
intervention' against the ruling 
Taliban religious militia in A^ 
ghanistan, Yastrzhembsky said, 
adding that Russiacould use 'tech- 
nical means' — apparently refer- 
ring to air or missile strikes. 

But the threat issued in a press 
conference on Monday provoked 
alarm in opposition circles in Rus- 
sia, amid fears that the eight- 
month-old conflict in breakaway 
Chechnya could widen. The warn- 
ing was 'cleaiiy hasty,' said the Ccwn- 
munist .speakw of the State Duma 
lower house of Parliament, Gennady 
Seleznyov, who holds the fourth 
highest public office in the country. 

Yastrahembsky was 'only ex- 
pressing his point of view,' said 
Seleznyoy, according to Interfax 
news agency. 

Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov branded the 
Kremlin official's comments as 
'completely irresponsible. 

'I am increasingly convinced that 
the Kremlin ha.s been infiltrated by 
people who are prepared to wage 
war against everyone. Against their 
own people. Against neighbour- 
ing states,' he said. 

A leading member of the liberal 
opposition Yabloko party for his 

iNATION 



part urged the government to exer- 
cise prudence. . 

'The United States carried out 
strikes against Afghanistan and 
Sudan and the international com- 
munity did not condemn them,' 
said Alexei Arbatov, who is also 
deputy head of the Duma defence 
committee. 

'Russia has the right to act in the 
same way but it should not forget 



that this could lead to an upsurge in 
terrorism in Russia,' he said. 

The opposition Sevodnya news- 
paper warned^ that 'for Russia, a 
second Afghan war would be tan- 
tamount to suicide,' a reference to 
the Soviet Union's unhappy 1979- 
89 mi^tary intervention in the 
mountainous state. 

But Yastrzhonbsky reminded his 
critics that die new Russian security 



Pickering met Taliban at 
Pak suggestion: US ' 



2 4 MAY 2000 



ISLAMABAD (USIS) - The US 
Embassy Tuesday issued a state- 
ment regarding a meeting with the 
Taliban in Islamabad. On May 27, 
visiting US Under Secretary of 
State Thomas Pickering held a 
meeting in Islamabad with Taliban 
representatives to discuss imple- 
mentation of UNSCR 1267 which 
requires them to hand Usman bin 
Laden over to a country where he 
will be arrested and brought to jus- 
tice. This meteing was held at the 
suggestion, and with the assitance, 
of the Government of Pakistan in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Online adds: Pakistan Tliesday 
said it took no part in on-going 
process of dialogue between Tali- 
ban and United States but had al- 
ways been ready to be helpful to ■ 
both the sides. 

"We take no part in the process 
of talks but have always been 
ready to facilitate the two sides", 
Foreign Office Spokesman Ift- 
ikhar Murshed said while talking 
to the agency. 

He was asked to comment on US 
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Embassy Spokesman's remarks 
that meeting between Taliban of- 
ficials and US Under Secretary of 
State Thomas Pickering was held 
at the suggestion and with the as- 
sistance of the government of Pa- 
kistan. 

US Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs Thomas Picker- 
ing had met Taliban officials here 
before leaving for Sri Lanka and 
urged them to extradite Saudi dis- 
sident Osama bin Laden so that he 
could be brought to justice. He 
ui:ged Taliban to comply with UN 
Security Council Resolution 1276, > 
which requires Taliban to hand 
over bin Laden to a country when I 
he will be arrested and brought to 
justice. 

"We have constantly advised ' 
Taliban and United States to talk ! 
directly on bin Laden issue as he I 
is neither our citizen nor is he liv- ' 
ing on Pakistani soil," Murshed 
reiterated. > 

He said on Pakistan's advice, 
Taliban andjUS had been talking 
to each otheTdirectly for last one 
year. 

Asked if Pakistani officials also 
attended the meeting to facilitate 
the two sides, he recalled that Pa- 
kistan had always expressed read- 
iness to be helpful in promoting 
direct contact between Taliban and 
United States. 



doctrine allowed Moscow to use all 
faces at its disposal — including nu- 
clear weapons — as a last resort 
against armed aggression. 

In Kabul, an Afghan F(»eign 
Ministry spokesman Faiz Ahmad 
Faiz condenmed the warning, but 
vowed that the Taliban would con- 
tinue to extend 'moral bacldng' 
for the Chechen rebels. 

Moscow accuses the Taliban of 
supplying men and weapons to the 
guerillas in Chechnya, where Rus' 
sia has beea waging a massive mili- 
taiy cradcdown since October 1. 

It also points the finger at Osama 
bin Laden, top of Washington's 
most wanted list of international 
terrorists, who has been living in 
Afghanistan for several years. . 

Hie wealthy Saudi dissidaat is 
blamed by Wa^gtonforthe 1998 
twin bombings of US embassies in 
East Africa in which mote than 
220 people were killed, v/Uctk 
prompted US missile strikes cm 
Afghanistan 1 1 days later. 

But Yastrzhembsky won sup- 
port from another Kremlin aide. 
General Viktor Kazantsev, who 
until recendy led the military cam- 
paign in Chechnya and has non^ 
been appointed Putin's q>eclal«a;^ | 
voy to the North Caucasus regioo^ 

'Why not?* he xeplled whea; 
asked if Russia should ooosidec^ 
attjtcking training camps iiL,< 
Taliban-held Afghanistan. 

Foreign Mioisterlgorlvanov.fori < 
his part side-ste[^)edtheissue when 
quizzed by journalists. 

Meanwhile, the Russian anny^ 
reported it had killed two i^dbels ; 
overnight in a clash in southern 
Chechnya, and said a {Montimnt 
Chechenguerillacommander,Abu 
Movsayev, had been killed in a 
special operation. 



^^^^^ 



Russia draws up plans 
to hit Afghanistan 



MOSCOW (AFP) - Russia has cises conducted both this year and in televised remarks from Min«k 

drawnupcontmgencypknsforair last. 'Ifa political decision is taken. IlyaSSHdS^^ 

f? TfahrPT'"^ '"^"""T' 'l'^^'' immediately.' Minister ?n d^e of&S 

bases m Afghamsten senior de- the source said, adding: 'We have sector, for his pit confenS Aat 

fence sources said Wednesday, as no plans to resort to ground troops.' 'from thSK-tSSfodm 

J^TeTaTdrcltT^^^^ Thereportculmin'Sredaweekof of view. ruSf^J^^^T 

bre over aid to Chechnya. Moscow warnings againstTaliban. anything.' The KremlihaccusM 

Interfax news agency quoted It also came agalkst the back- the Taliban of SsC fiSSS 

senior defence sources as saying drop of a new collective security waging md^ -r^SteS 

said that Russia's attack would be agreement being worked out hy Russia^ «roo|^bi oS^SS? 

delivered jointly wiA the Central Russia and six other former Soviet through KeofsSfnS 

Asian states of Kyrgyzstan, republics in the Belarus capital, used by Mujahideen to down sev- 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Minsk, in this situation, we must ^ . J'^»"«^P^oaownsev 

The source added that prepara- stress our readiness to take deci- 

tions for such a raid had already sive actions against bandits,' De- 

been made during military exer- fe nce Minister Igor Sergeyev said 

■m 




nihng Taliban warned Wednes^f siwilnyjaloil^ 
day It would reciprocate Co the*f^S'yl»sai<i: "' 
best of its capae^^if >Moscow^\^ted ' 
carried out'airstril5e^|ag8iiisr4t«l;adVtotu^ 
territory^ -Jt .f^WM'^i-^^m^^ 

Any strikes would,fehtatt'dit^^bto^thopfie(m 
gerous , consequencesUori" 
cow, senior Talihaiifspok 

Abdul Hai Mutmaen said , , .w^««»v^.„ 

will use all our existingiesources ?3^i]4$tan?t *j,t 
against the enemy,.WerwiIl reaqt:i "^ '* " 
to the best of our abijlty^. hesai< 
^'ii'!Xiit,p^ii^G9M — ""^ 
TslamicBmiratei 





eral Russian aircraft. 

It also suspects Osama bin Laden 
of pledging, his support for tiie 
Chechens — viewed as terrorists 
by Moscow — during a secret 
meeting this year. Moscow, mean- 
while.ui^edleadersofotherformer 
Soviet states to take a tough stand 
against Muslim extremism, which 
Russian Security Council chair- 
man Igor Ivanov label^ as one of 
tiie most serious threats now fac- 
ing Central Asia. 

In Moscow, the prospects of air 
sti-ikes were condemned by Rus- 
sia's Communist opposition but 
earned lukewarm support from 
most other groupings in parliament 
Russian defence ministry sources 
Wednesday told Interfax news 
agency Uiat no ground invasion of 
Afghanistan was planned and that 
only air and rocket forces would 
be used to attack suspected terror- 
ist d-aining camps. 
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'OIC can mediate 
between Afghans' 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Secre- 
tary General of Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) Ibrahim 
Bakr has said that ail factions in 
Afghanistan trust OIC and the con- 
ference can effectively mediate 
between them. 

Tklking'to Voice of Ahierica hfe 
sjwl, the Afghan conflict is ^ long 
standing and gulf between the two 
sides is very deep. That is why the 
crisis could not be resolved within 
days. 

The OIC he said is trying to 
secure cea.sefirc and mitigate 
sufferings of the people of Af- 
ghanistan. 

He said, the human rights issues 
such as exchange of prisoners, re- 
patriation of internally displaced 
persons, halt to foreign interfer- 
ence and smooth supply of aid to 
the displaced persons in areas con- 
trolled by the two sides were dis- 
cussed on the first day. 

The agreements on these issues 
are likely to be secured, he added. 

He said, presently there is no 
progress on political issues as 
the two sides are unwilling to* 
budge from their basic posi- 
tions. But OIC is hopeful to 
find out some solution on these 
issues which will be discussed in 
the upcoming sittings. 

Meanwhile the Taliban delega- 
tion's chief Ameer Khan Muttaqi 
said the exchange of prisoners un- 



der the OIC arrangements is a posi- 
tive step and it will pave way for 
solution of problems. 

He said the issue of foreign in- 
terference was raised by the OIC 
during the meeting but the 
Taliban's delegation stressed that 
talks should be held oh the poiiYts 
Which are key to solittion of pnib^ 
lems. 

"We demanded that foreign in- 
terference should end. We will dis- 
cuss the issue of foreign interfer- 
ence in the later stages", Muttaqi 
said. 

Asked as to why foreign inter- 
ference was not stopped, Muttaqi 
said, this should be determined a? 
to who gets support from abroao 
and who are supported by the Af- 
ghan nation.. 

"We said the Afghan problem 
will not remain even for one month 
if arms and ammunition is not sup- 
plied from abroad", he claimed. 

Head of the United Front del- 
egation, pr. Abdullah expressed 
the hope that Jeddah talks would 
deliver the good. 

He admitted that Taliban havt 
control over vast areas but the) 
have many problems as well. Th' 
United Front wanted that all prob 
lems should be discussed. 

He said UF wanted solution ot 
the problem, be that through for- 
mation of Shooras, Loya Jirga or 
elections. 



AI deplores Russian 
threats to Taliban 



MOSCOW, May 27: Amnesty 
International is concerned that 
there will an escalation of the 
war in Afghanistan following 
Moscow's threats to bomb 
alleged terrorist camps, the 
London-based human rights 
organization said in a commu- 
nique released here on 
Saturday. 

Mo.scow accuses the Taliban 
of training guerillas fighting 
Ru.ssian troops in Chechnya. 

Amnesty said it was "con- 
cerned there will be a further 
escalation of war in 



Afghanistan, resulting in more 
human rights violations follow- 
ing this week's warning from 
Russia's Defence Minister (Igor 
Sergeyev) and other senior offi- 
cials that Russia will resort to 
aerial bombing of Afghanistan 
to crush suspected Chechen 
armed opposition training 
camps". 

It said the warning evoked, 
memories of "massive human 
rights violations during the 
Soviet military intervention in 
Afghanistan from 1979 to 
1989.— AFP 
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"Commonwealth" cannot be "Em- 
pire". It would be useful for the USA 
also to understand it. This does not 
mean that no co-existence is possi- 
blei Cultural coexistence is part of 
global harmony, but. that will come 
through readjustments not through 
subjugation by force. 

Anyone who had a course of Rus- 
sian diplpmatic history intjhe,unive,r- 

.5^^y^WPMW,N^>Y3repfR^55Ha;Aty^ 

cal attitude towards Muslini areas 
over which it had its expansionist 
designs over the centuries. It is not a 
new development. Russia cannot wish 
away Afghanistan or quarantine it. 
Cultural links transcend boundaries. 
As is known to any diplomatic nego- 
tiator, Rus.sians are inclined to be 
hard headed and have a tendency to 
resolve issues through force. After 
the dismantling of the Soviet Union 
they are trying to revive the Red 
Empire through various devices, like 
the theory of "near abroad" jmd^the 
Commonwealth. This apjsroach is 
meant to deny independence ta the 
Central Asian Republics. In this at- 
tempt the Russians are wary of asser- 
tion of Central Asian personality 
which they want to redesign. History 
of Central Asia is in the glorious past 
of Tashkent, Samarkand, Kheva; 
Bukhara, etc, and not in Moscow and 
Moskovy Principality. The history 
of Moscow and Moskovy pales into 
insignificance before the glory of 
the.se centres of culture. It would be 
recalled that on ending the Soviet 
Union, Russian Federation revived 
the Greek Orthodox Church and the 
Czarist Russia's national emblems, 
and colors in the flag. 

One is tempted to ask from where 
Russia has acquired the right to issue 
"warnings" to sovereign states, far 
away from its borders. Russia would 
find it difficult to an.swer with refer- 
ence to international law or the UN 
Charter. It is difficult to believe that 
any power can be so reckless as to 
think in terms of committing such a 
blatant aggression on a sovereign 
member country of the UN. What- 
ever reservation one can have on 
who represents that sovereign mem- 
ber state, Afghanistan is an original 
member state of the UN . One can see 
that after NATO's attacks on Yugo- 
slavia and showering of American 
cruise missiles on Afghanistan in 
1998, a dangerous trend is taking 
shape, not for self defence, but for 
u.se of force by major or pseudo ma- 
jor powers to achieve their power 
politicsobjectives. 

It must not be forgotten that twenty 
years ago, there was no (what Ameri- 
cans and their grouping have started 
to call) "terrorism" . They should 
pause to think what has caused this 
development. What was the "S "( 




stimulus) in the language of Pavlov, 
the behaviorist psychologist- a Rus- 
sian by origin- to which has come 
this "R" or response. The mount 
Vasuvius burst after so many humili- 
ations were inflicted on Muslims cul- 
minating in the graphic scenes of 
NATO bombing of Baghdad and 
Basra, in the Gulf War ostensibly 
launched for retrieving Kuwait from 
Iraqi aggression and occupation but 
resulted ih>^mething much beyond. 
Anyone who denies that on this issue 
the masses and tki establishments in 
Muslim world were-divided sharply 
should look at the pres^f that time. 
Thereafter started the wave of vio- 
lent reactions. It was USA wHich had 
blessed the mujahideen in Afghani- 
stan. Has Churchill not said "ta vic-\ 
tory magnanimity; in defeat defi- 
ance." The implications of this po- 
litical aphorism should be clear to 
any experienced diplomat. 



The Afghan delegation 

A host of bilateral issues will feature in the discussions starting today 
between the visiting Afghan delegation headed by the country's Interior 
Minister, Mullah Abdus Razzak Akhund and the Pakistani counterparts 
led by the Interior Minister, General Moinuddin Haider. The agenda for 
such meetings is predetermined by many unresolved problems, and 
predictably the Afghan refugees, smuggling, the Afghan Transit Trade, 
and terrorism will feature in the discussions. The fact that the topic of 
Pakistanis involved in sectarian crimes taking refiige in Afghanistan, has 
already come up for discussion with the Press at the airport reception and 
a sharp denial promptly issued by the Afghan minister, does point to the 
hot issue on the agenda. Hopefully, when this issue will resurface in the 
seclusion of bilateral discussions, a rational approach backed by factual 
evidence and motivated by a far-sighted policy will prevail. It could 
possibly be taken up as part of the larger issue of training camps set up in 
Afghanistan by certain sectarian groups. Coming as it does, so close to the 
recent incidents of sectarian terrorism, the meeting cannot a^ord to ignore 
the issue or its ramifications for Pak- Afghan relations. It may also serve 
as a point of reference on whether Kabul and Islamabad want to contribute 
to the western stereotypes about the two countries. However,'tihM! limita- 
tions of territorial jurisdiction in Afghanistan that the Taliban government 
may have, can be discussed with the honesty that should exist between two 
brothers. 

The lingering issue of Afghan refugees will remain on the agenda for 
some years to come. According to the UN sponsored Phased Repatriation 
Programme for Afghan Refugees started this March, which envisages tiie 
return of 100,000 refugees annually, the process could take about 16 years, 
working on the conservative figure of about 1 .6 million Afghan refugees. 
That timeframe too, would be largely dependent on the socio-economic 
conditions prevailing in Afghanistan. Any upset could slow down the 
process or even reverse it. The Islamabad dialogue is a good opportunity 
to persuade Uie Taliban government to adopt the friendly policies that the 
refijgees seek and enumerate the economic benefits of the repatriation 
process. Concerns on smuggling, will also require attention but in the 
larger context of the mobile refugee population and tiie misuse of the 
Afghan Transit Trade Agreement. Although there has been talk of down- 
sizing Uiis trade, more work and coordination is needed to eliminate the 
areas in tiiis Agreement which are purely a cover for a smuggling 
operation. In fact, the two teams have a plate full of issues to discuss but 
much would depend on die art of dialogue. 



NATION 



1 6 MAY 2! 



DAWN 1 5 MAY 2000 



Libya offers help for Afghan peace 



ISLAMABAD, May 14: Libya on Sunday 
offered its role in bringing peace to 
Afghanistan and also showed willingness to 
contribute to reconstruction of the war-torn 
country. 

The offer was given to the government of 
Pakistan by the visiting Libyan foreign min- 
ister, who called on the chief executive 
General Pervez Musharraf here. 

Expressing Tripoli's concern and sympa- 
thy over the sufferings of the people of 
Afghanistan, according to an official press 
release, the foreign minister expressed "his 
country's readiness to contribute to the 
restoration of peace in Afghanistan and the 
reconstruction of the war-devastated coun- 



Bureau Report 

try." 

The foreign minister Abdul Rahman 
Mohammed Shalqum also lent Tripoli's sup- 
port to Islamabad's effort to resume peace 
talks with New Delhi and hoped that both 
India and Pakistan would be able to resolve 
Kashmir dispute on the basis of the UN reso- 
lutions. 

Conveying greetings from Col Moamer Al 
Qadhafi, Mr Shalqum told Gen Musharraf 
that the Libyan leader attached great impor- 
tance to Libya's historic relations with 
Pakistan. 

He said that the CE's recent visit to Libya 
had reinvigorated bilateral relationship 
between the two fraternal countries. He 



said that he was visiting Pakistan to carry 
forward the momentum and concretize 
bilateral cooperation, particularly in eco- 
nomic fields. 

Reciprocating greetings from Col Qadhafi, 
Gen Musharraf isaid that he was deeply 
touched by the warm welcome extended to 
him during his recent visit to Libya. 

The CE appreciated prompt follow-up 
by the way of Libyan foreign minister's 
visit to Pakistan to further strengthen the 
bilateral cooperation between the two coun- 

He said that both the countries heed tc 
make concerted efforts to add greater eco 

nomic substance to their relationship. 



Libya asks Taliban to 
expel its nationals 



ISLAMABAD, May 13: Libya 
on Friday asked Taliban to expel 
its citizens who had taken part 
in Jihad against the Soviet 
forces afid had been living in 
Afghanistan since. 

Libyan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Rehman Mohammad 
Shalqtun made the call when he 
met Taliban Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mullah Abdul Jalil 
here, sources said. 

The Taliban leader turned 
down the demand. He told the 
Libyan minister that they did 
not allow any foreigner to oper^ 
ate against any country. ' 

There were several Libyan 
nationals living in Af^anistan 
with other Arab nationals who 
had waged Jihad against the 
/defunct USSR Red Army. 

Some Arab countries also 
urged Taliban to dose down the 
so-called training camps in 
Afghanistan. The Taliban 
denied involvement of Arab 
nationals in terrorist activities 
and insisted that they were liv- 
ing as guests and refugees. 



It was the second contact 
between Libya and the Taliban 
in less than three months. Afghan 
Foreign Secretary Abdur 
Rahman Zahid met senior Libyan 
officials in Germany in February. 

The Libyan minister showed 
his coimtry*s readiness to extend 
financial support to Afghanistan, 
especially for the drought-hit 
people. Mr Shalqum told the 
Taliban leader that a Libyan del- 
egation will be. sent to 
Afghanistan to explore ways for 
assistance in educational and 
health sectors. 

AFGHAN INTERIOR MINIS- 
TER: Afghan Interior Minister 
Mullah Abdur Razaq will arrive 
in Islamabad on Sunday for talks 
with Pakistan officials on many 
issues, focusing on terrorism, 
officials said on Saturday. 

Mullah Abdur Razaq will hold 
talks with Interior Minister 
Moinuddin Haider and senior 
officials. He was scheduled to 
arrive here on Monday, but now 
he was coming a day earlier. 
— NNI/APP 
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sealing of Afghan border 



TEHRAN, May 17: Iran's par- 
liament voted on Wednesday to 
seal the country's 940kms bor- 
der with Afghanistan in a bid to 
contain drug smuggling. 

Parliament agreed to give a 
special budget to the interor 
ministry to build electronically- 
equipped walls and fences to 
keep out smugglers and ban- 
dits. 

Deputies said the measures 
were essential to save the bor- 
der province of Khorassan from 
drugs and criminal activity. 

The vote came as officials in 
Kabul said Iran had promised to 
help the ruling Taliban, whose 
regime Tehran does not recog- 
nize, curb opium production and 
drug trafficking. 

Mir NajibuUah Shams, secre- 
tary general of the Taliban's 
anti-drug commission, .said Iran 
would give aid to poppy-growers 
in the southern Afghan province 
of Helmand to cultivate alterna- 
tive crops. 

Helmand, on the Iranian bor- 
der, is the largest opium-produc- 
ing province in Afghanistan, 
which itself emerged last year as 
the world's biggest grower of the 



drug with a record yield of 4,600 
tons. 

Shams said the Taliban would 
step up its anti-drug campaign if 
the world community and its 
neighbours helped modernize 
border control facilities. 

Iran is a transit route for smug- 
glers bringing drugs out of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan and 
into the Gulf, Europe and Central 
Asia; Iran, which seizes more than . 
200 tonnes of opium or its deriva- 
tives every year, says most of the 
drugs are destined for the west- 
em European market. 

Anyone arrested in Iran with 
more than five kilograms (11 
pounds) of opium or more than' 
30 grams of heroin faces the 
death penalty. 

In 1999, 740 drug smugglers 
and 174 Iranian policemen were 
killed in armed clashes in the 
frontier areas, according to offi- 
cial figures published in January. 

FUND: Iran's parliament 
approved on Wednesday emer- 
gency funds of about $25 million 
to help stem the growing flow of 
drugs from Afghanistan. 

The assembly rushed through 
the bill to help security forces 



who are waging a battle against 
armed drug traffickers. 

The funds, which need final 
approval from a top state body, 
are to create new barriers along 
the border with Afghanistan and 
to upgrade equipment. 

Officials say Iranian forces are 
poorly equipped to face the traf- 
fickers' advanced weaponry. 

ESPIONAGE TRIAL: Eight 
Iranian Muslims accused with 13 
Jews currently on trial for spy- 
ing for Israel have been sum- 
moned to appear before the rev- 
olutionary court in Shiraz, court 
spokesman court spokesman 
Hossein-AIi Amiri said on 
Wednesday. 

"The Muslims and Jews who 
are free have been summoned. 
They must appear within three 
days of receiving their summons 
to the revolutionary court, or 
arrest warrants will be issued 
for them," Amiri told a news 
conference. 

Amiri said the trial was set to 
start again next Wednesday 
"but that if the people sum- 
moned appeared before then, it 
could start earlier." 

Ten Jews who had been held 



in custody since their arrest last 
year have already appeared 
before the court, and all but two 
have confessed to the charges 
against them. 

The other three, along with 
the Muslims, are out on bail. 
Iranian officials had said the 
Muslims, who have not been 
identified, would be tried sepa- 
rately. 

Since the start of the trial, the 
defence has vigorously argued 
for the Muslims, as the alleged 
providers of intelligence to the 
Jews, to give evidence. 

The only accused who 
appeared at the seventh hearing 
on Wednesday, Javid 
Bentyaghoub, a 30-year-old shoe 
salesman from Shiraz, rejected 
accusations that he belonged to 
a spy ring, saying it was a reli- 
gious group, lawyer Karim 
Sadeqi said. 

However, Amiri stated that he 
had now admitted spying, but 
unknowingly. 

"Bentyaghoub gathered infor- 
mation on the drinking water 
network that his group wanted 
to pollute to cause problems," 
Amiri claimed. — ^AFP 
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Iranian Parliament votes 
border fence with Afghanistan 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran's Parlia- 
ment voted Wednesday to seal the 
country's 940 kilometre (600- 
mile) border with Afghanistan in a 
bid to contain drug smuggling. 

The conservative*dominated 
Parliament agreed to give a spe- 
cial budget to the interor ministry 
to build electronically-equipped 
walls and fences to keep out smug- 
glers and bandits. 

Deputies said the measures were 
essential to save the border prov- 
ince of Khorassan from drugs and 
criminal activity. 

On Sunday an MP from a border 
region made a violent attack on 
Interior Minister Abdolvahed 
Mussavi-Lari for the lack of secu- 
rity, 

'Every day our children, our 
women and our men are shot dead, 
taken hostage or raped by Afghan 
bandits and drug traffickers,' 
shouted Ebr^himbay Salami, who 
represents Khvaf and Reshtekhar 
in the frontier area. 

He spoke of a 'reign of terror' 
instigated by hundreds c)f armed 
smugglers and bandits in the area. 

Mussavi-Uq admitted the level 
of insecurity prevailing in the 'high 



risk' areas, and assured MPs that 
the government and police were 
'determined' to fight the drug 
smugglers. 

Wednesday's vote came as offi- 
cials in Kabul said Iran had prom- 
ised to help the ruling Taliban, 
whose regimeTehran does not rec- 
ognise, curb opium production and 
drug trafficking. 

Mir Najibullah Shams, secretary 
general of the Taliban's anti-drug 
commission, told AFPTuesday that 
Iran would give aid to poppy-grow- 
ers in the southern Afghan prov- 
ince of Helmand to cultivate alter- 
native crops. 

Helmand, on the Iranian bor- 
der, is the largest opium-pro- 
ducing province in Afghanistan, 
which itself emerged last year 
as the world's biggest grower 
of the drug with a record yield of 
4,600 tons. 

According to Shams, Iran 
pledged the support when aTaliban 
delegation visited the Iranian bor- 
der city of Mashhad recently. 

'The authorities of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran realized the tech- 
f nic^il and e£Qno{nic^^>blem4 of 
,,the1slamic.Emirate (Taliban) and 



expressed readiness to give assist- 
ance in curbing drug-trafficking 
along common borders,' Shams 
said. 

Shams, who accompanied the 
Afghan team, said the Taliban 
would step up its anti-drug cam-, 
paign if the world community and 
its neighbours helped modernise 
border control facilities. 

Iran is a transit route for smug- 
glers bringing drugs out of Paki- 
stan and Atighanistan and into the 
Gulf, Europe and Central Asia. 
Iran, which seizes more than 200 
tonnes of opium or its derivatives 
every year, says most of the drugs 
are destined for the western Euro- 
pean market. 

Anyone arrested in Iran with 
more than five kilograms (11 
pounds) of opium or more than 30 
grams of heroin faces the death 
penalty. 

In 1999, 740 drug smugglers and 
174 Iranian policemen were killed 
in armed clashes m the frontier 
areas, according to official figures 
published in January. 

Iran ' s efforts to combat the drugs 
trade haye.been praised by the (9-^ 
temational community. r 



Xranian Parliament seeks to 
close border with Afghanistan 

Iranian anti-drug 

team to visit 
Kabul next week 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran's outgo- 
ing Parliament is to debate 
Wednesday a bill to seal the coun- 
try's 940 kilometre (600-mile) 
border with Afghanistan in abid to 
contain drug smuggling. 

The conservative-oominated 
Parliament voted Tuesday to dis- 
ft^ AXIOM cuss the measure as a matter of 
urgency, two days after a strong 
attack by an MP from a border 
region on Interior Minister 
Abdolvahed Mussavi-Lari for the 
lack of security. 

'Every day our children, our 
women and our men are shot dead, 
taken hostage or raped bv Afghan 
bandits and drug tramckers,' 
■houted Ebrahimbay Salami, who 
represents Khvaf and Reshtekhar 
in the frontier area. 

He spoke of a 'reign of terror' 
instigated by hundreds of armed 
smugglers and bandits in the 
area. 

Mussavi-Lari, who came to Par- 
liament to answer Salami, admit- 
ted the level of insecurity prevail- 
ing in the 'high risk' areas, and 
assured MPs Uiat the government 
and police were 'determined' to 
fight the drug smugglers. 
'Last year we arrested 9,177 



people in these areas,' he said, but 
did not elaborate on the charges 
against them or give their nation- 
alities. 

Iran is a. transit route for smug- 
glers bringing drugs out of Paki- 
stan and Afghanistan and into the 
Gulf, Europe and Central Asia. 
Iran, which seizes more than 200 
tonnes of opium or its derivatives 
every year, says most of the drugs 
are destined for the western Euro- 
pean market. 

It accuses the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan, which it does not rec- 
ognise, of encouraging the trade, 
though the Afghan Islamic Press 
reported at the end of April that 
omclals of both sides had discussed 
cooperating to beat the traffic. 

Anyone arretted in Iran with 
more than five kilograms (11 
pounds) of opium or more than 30 
grams of heroin faces the death 



In 1999, 740 drug smugglers and 
174 Iranian policemen were killed 
in armed clashes in the frontier 
areas, according to official figures 
published in January. 

Iran' 8 efforts to combat thednigs 
trade have been praised by the in- 
ternational community. 



KABUL (AFP) - An Iranian del- 
egation will travel to Afghanistan 
next week for talks with die ruling 
Taliban authorities on curbing 
poppy cultivation in the opium- 
rich southern provinces, officials 
said Sunday. 

MirNajibullah Shams, secretary 
general of the Taliban's anti-drug 
commission, said the Iranian nar- 
cotics experts, expected on Mon- 
day or Tuesday, would visit 
Helmand and Kandahar prov- 
inces. 

Helmand, on the Iranian border, 
is the largest poppy growing re- 
gion in the war-ravaged country 
which has emerged as the world's 
largest opium producer with a 
record product i(Mi of 4,600 tons 
j last year. 

J Tlie four-day visit was agreed 
I upon when a Taliban delegation 
' headed by Abdul Hamid 
j Akhondzada, chairman of the anti- 
drug commission, visited the Ira- 
nian border city of Mashhad re- 
cently. Shams said. 
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Afghan goods to be shortlisted 



PESHAWAR, May 8: Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have agreed on another nega- 
tive list of items under Afghan Transit 
Trade Agreement to curb their smuggling 
into Pakistan. 

The Frontier Governor, Mohammed 
Shafiq, and Afghan Consul General in 
Peshawar, Maulvi Najibullah at a meeting 
here on Monday discussed in detail a list of 
such items which have no consumption in 
Afghanistan and could be deleted from the 
ATTA list in order to discourage their 
smuggling into Pakistan. 

The Afghan diplomat also assured the 
governor of his country's support in its 
drive against smuggling. 



By Ahmad Hassan 

However, sources said, the Afghan diplo- 
mat informed the governor of his govern- 
ment's concern at the situation arising out 
of the government's intention of imposing 
GST and customs duty on foreign goods. 

More then SO per cent of the foreign 
goods' dealers were Afghan refugees, they 
said. 

They added that the diplomat also dis- 
cussed the matter of Afghan refugees lan- 
guishing in local jails on petty offences. 

The matter came under discussion on the 
initiative of the home department which 
had expressed its concern over the extra 
spending on these Afghan detainees. 

Both sides agreed to resolve the issue on 



humanitarian grounds in order to free those 
who have good record, they said. 

They added that the issue of Saudi mil- 
lionaire. Osama Bin Laden, also came un^er 
discussion as the Afghan diplomat informed 
the governor of his government's latest 
stance. 

Both sides also agreed that another ]:pund 
of talks may be held on interior ministers 
level and a date for Afghan minister's visit 
to Islamabad may be mutually decided 
later. . , 

They also discussed the issue of terrorism 
and expressed their desire to initiate joint 
efforts in eradication of the menace from 
their soils. 



JUI chief warns US against 
attack on Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (Online) - 
Maulana Fazalur Rahman, Chief 
of JUI has alleged that the US Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation per- 
sonnel have been provided bases 
in Pakistan, and that they are try- 
ing to muster support from the 
tribal areas for a possible attack of 
Afghanistan. 

In an exclusive interview with 
this agency here, the religious 
leader, however, opined that the 
Osama issue could not be solved 
through use of power,'and warned 
that if the Saudi dissident were 
eliminated, nobody would be able 
to stop his followers- whom Osa- 
ma was holding at bay-from wag- 
ing a deadly war against America. 

The US administration should 
keep in mind that any provocative 
move on their part could unleash 
a lot of problems for them, he 
warned. 

He criticized the US policy and 
said that they were violating dl 
international norms and ethics to 
pressurise the people of the region, 
and said such policies would not 
benefit them in the long term. The 
US government should review its 
policies towards Muslims and it is 
the only way to revive the trust of 
the people of the region, he main- 



tained. 

He alleged that the military gov- 
ernment had started to take meas- 
ures for changing the Kashmir 
policy and the process had been 
initiated to wind up the indigenous 
movement in held Kashmir. The 
tone of APHC is changing and 
even the official media of Pakistan 
is broadcasting the explanations 
and clarifications to make APHC 
stance look consistent, he re- 
marked. 

The suggestion to initiate tripar- 
tite dialogue is a conspiracy 
against the Kashmir cause in 
which the issue of third option will 
also come, he said, adding that the 
people of Pakistan will never let 
the sacrifices of brothers in Indi- 
an Held Kashmu- go vain. 

He affirmed that the religious 
parties would not withdraw the 
strike call of May 19 against the 
f procedural cJht|i{M<^^l^^^^»ny 
* law, and alleged»4te>t jiei gcjfrn- 
nfienthadshowecfitTintentions'by ' 
hiring some so-called ulema to 
swindle the people. The religious 
parties demand to make Islamic 
Articles of the Constitution to the 
part of provisional constitution 
order unless the Islamic identity 
will also remain suspended, he 



maintained. 

The government is confused 
over the proposed procedural 
changes in blasphemy law but our 
demands are clear, he remarked 
and added, the religious parties 
will go ahead on strike call at eve- 
ry cost and will compel the gov-^ 
emment to withdraw the changes 
in blasphemy law. 

The JUI chief said that the gov- 
ernment had started blackmaUing 
in the name of accountability proc- 
ess, as it was not transparent and 
fair as government claimed. The 
NAB Prosecutor General Farpoq 
Adam had been earlier convicted 
on criminal chai:ges, and was now 
holding an important position in 
this process, he alleged. 

He said the Supreme Court de- 
cision to validate the army takeo- 
ver has cleared all the confusions 
and now the serious political foic- 
es should sit together to find ways 
rto res^l^e the crisis. The Grand 
Democratib Alliance has not con- 
tacted the JUI party but if they 
agree to start joint struggle for the 
restoration of Islamic Articles of 
the Constitution and restoration of 
democratic process in the country, 
the JUI will consider to join the. 
GDA, he added. 
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Pakistan-Afghan 
border trade to 
resume this week 

By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Trade across 
Pak-Afghan border is likely to 
resume this week as the officials 
of the Commerce Ministry are an- 
ticipating an agreement to reacti- 
vate the currently defunct Afghan 
Transit Trade Agreement. 

A lO-member Afghan delega- 
tion, including Dy Commerce 
Minister Faiz Muhammad Faizan, 
headed by Afghan Interior Minis- 
ter Mullah Abdul Razzaq Akhund, 
held an in conclusive meeting with 
the Commerce Minister Razaq 
Dawood on Tuesday. 

The talks may continue tomor- 
row or the day after tomorrow ks 
the Afghan delegation has asked 
for time to consult their high com- 
mand, an official of the Commerce 
Ministry said. 

However, within this week an 
agreement is likely to be achieved 
between the two governments to 
restore border trade, the official 
said. 

So far, he said both sides have 
agreed to take necessary steps to 
add greater economic substance 
to their relations. 

The Pak-Afghan border was 
sealed under the Government of 



Pakistan's drive to che^k smug- 
gling under the guise of the the 
Afghan transit trade. 

Afghanistan, being alandlocked 
country, avails in normal condi- 
tions transit facility through Paki- 
stan under the ATT Agreement 
which was signed in March. 
1965. 

Commerce Minister Razaq Da- 
wood observed during the meet- 
ing that Pakistan attached ^at 
importance to its historic relations 
with Afghanistan. 

There exists enormous potential 
for economiccooperationin many 
areas, he itiaititained. 

Dawood said during the meet-* 
ing: "We look forward to the Af- 
ghan Government for its cooper- 
ation in our drive against smug- 
gling." 

Pakistan, he said, was keen to 
help its Afghan brethren with the 
reconstruction of their war-torn 
country and revival of the Afghan 
economy. 

Acconling to officials, the talks 
covered the entire range of bilater- 
al trade and commercial matters, 
as well as regional and global is- 
sues of mutual interest. 



Moin meets, 
Afghan 
minister 

By Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD, May 15: 
Interior Minister Moinuddin 
Haider said on Monday that 
Pakistan and Afghanistan enjoy 
brotherly relations which will 
continue to prosper and grow 
with the passage of time. 

He said this when he paid a' 
courtesy call on visiting Afghan 
Interior Minister Mvilla Abdul 
Razzaq Akhund here, a press 
release said. 

Both the sides discussed mat- 
ters of mutual interest and bilat- 
eral relations. They will hold for- 
mal talks on Tuesday, during 
which issues concerning the 
Afghan transit trade and return 
of Afghan refugees to their 
homeland would be discussed. 

Pakistan's ambassador to 
Afghanistan Aziz Ahmed Khan 
and Afghan ambassador to 
Pakistan Mohammad Haqqani 
were also present. 
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Govt to provide 
fugitives list to 
Afghan Minister 

By Rana Qaisar 

ISLAMABAD - The govern- 
ment has prepared a list of the Pa- 
kistanis, who after committing ter- 
rorist activities and sectarian vio- 
lence, have taken refuge in Af- 
ghanistan. 

"We have collected information 
about the Pakistanis who have tak- 
en shelter in Afghanistan. These 
people are involved in criminal 
activities, especially terrorism and 
sectarian violence," a senior offi- 
cial told The Nation on Monday. 

He said the government would 
provide to the Afghan Interior 
Minister the information and a list 
of those who have taken shelter in 
his country after committing 
crimes here. "We will ask the Af- 
ghan Interior Minister to extradite 
these people to Pakistan." 

The government has also col- 
lected sufficient information about 
the camps in Afghanistan where 
the Pakistanis, involved in terror- 
ist activities and sectarian vio- 

I lence, get training. 

■ As talks between Interior Min- ■ 
ister Moinuddin Haider and Af- i 
Khan Interior Minister Mulla Ab- 
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dur Razaq Akhund open here to- 
; day, a wide range of issues affect- 
ing both the countries will come 
I under discussion. 

"The extradition of criminals 
who have taken shelter in Afghan- 
istan, repatriation of Afghan refu- 
i gees, Afghan transit trade, smug- 
i gling and terrorism are the issues 
to figure in during the meeting 
between the two Interior Minis- 
ters," the official said. 

However, the Afghan Interior 
Minister, who is heading an eight- 
member delegation during his 
five-day official visit to Pakistan, 
on his arrival here had dismissed 
the reports as more propaganda 
that Pakistani criminals had taken 
shelter in his country. 

"We will ask the Afghan author- 
ities to extradite the Pakistanis in- 
volved in criminal activities. We 
will seek Afghan Minister's help 
that those Pakistanis who commit 
crimes here do not take shelter in 
Afghanistan," the official said. 

Interior Minister Moinuddin 



■ Haider has already said at a recent 
Press conference that he will take 
up the issue of alleged terrorist 
camps on Afghan soil. He also 
plans to visit Afghanistan after the 
Afghan Minister's visit to discuss 
terrorism. 

Besides, the issues related to ter- 
rorism, repatriation of Afghan ref- 
ugees and Afghan transit trade are 
the important issues which will be 
focussed upon during the meeting. 
TTie two sides will hold two rounds 
of talks-today and tomorrow. 

There are still some 1.6 million 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan. A 
UN-sponsored phase-wise repatri- 
ation of Afghan refugees had start- 
ed in March this year. Some 
100,000 refugees would be repat- 
riated under the UN programme 
every year. 

Meanwhile, the visiting Afghan 
minister called on Interior Minis- 
ter Moinuddin Haider on Monday, 
stayed with him for some time and 
discussed matters pertaining to 
mutual interest and bilateral rela- 
tions. 



Kabul to be told to 
accept ceasefire: CE 



ASHKABAD, May 16: Chief 
Executive General Pervez 
Musharraf said on Tueisday that 
the Northern Alliance and the 
Afghan government should first 
accept ceasefire and then 
embark on some formula for the 
resolution of the Afghanistan 
problem. 

He was addressing a joint 
press conference with 
Turkmenistan President 
Saparmufat' Niyazov here on 
Tuesday'prior to leaving for 
IslamaWd after the conclusion 
of his two-day visit - the first to a 
Centi:jal Asian State. 
I Musharraf said: "We are 

! eng^iging the Taliban and we do 
: intend to persuade them to 
j^atcept ceasefire and then pro^ 
! ceed towards some formula for 
1 the resolution of the 
Afghanistan problem." 

President Niyazov said the 



position of Turkmenistan on 
Afghanistan was the same as 
that of Pakistan. 

He said it was the responsibil- 
ity of the neighbours to help 
resolve this very issue and 
added, "we will make joint 
efforts to facilitate the Afghan 
nation to solve this problem 
peacefully." 

About his talks with Gen 
Pervez Musharraf, Mr Niyazov 
said, "we touched all aspects of 
bilateral relations" and also dis- 
cussed Afghanistan. 

Gen Musharraf said he 
admired the farsightedness of 
President Niyazov and his 
understanding on all issues. He 
said, "our special focus was on 
oil and gas and energy sector 
and we can further develop our 
ties and cooperation in this 
field." 

He said that in communica- 



tion sector, road and rail links 
could be established between 
Pakistan and Turkmenistan. 

He said, "we have close col- 
laboration in the defence sector 
and this will continue.!' 

"We in Pakistan will develop 
infrastructure which will facili- 
tate mutual benefits for 
Pakistan and Turkmenistan," he 
said. 

President Niyazov said the 
both sides looked for ways to 
enhance cooperation. 

He said: "We arf. aw^JDR^of .th^ 
difficulties for eiiergy in the 
region, especially of Pakistan 
and India." 

"We also discussed the possi- 
biMty of exporting liquid gas to 
Pakistan," he said and added 
that gas would be exported to 
Pakistan. Electricity and oil 
products would also be sold to 
Pakistan, he added.— APP 
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Pakistan, 
Afghanistan 
sign accord 
on DPs 

Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD, May 17: 
Pakistan and Afghanistan on 
Wednesday agreed to set up a 
permanent joint commission and 
a special group to regulate cross- 
border movement, and to check 
the production and smuggling of 
narcotics respectively. 

During the third day of negoti- 
ations between Pakistan Interior 
Minister Moinuddin Haider and 
Afghanistan Interior Minister 
Mullah Abdul Razzaq Akhund, 
an agreement was also reached 
for the return of 100,000 Afghan 
refugees during the current 
year. 

The negotiations which were 
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ment on the issue of Afghan 
transit trade agreement (ATTA). 

Pakistan officials expect the 
signing of an agreement, drop- 
ping at least 31 items from the 
ATTA list, between the two sides 
on Thursday. 

On narcotics smuggling, 
according to sources, the Afghan 
team was told that Pakistan had 
been used as a conduit by traf- 
fickers for the supply of drugs, 
produced in Afghanistan, to the 
international market. 
Afghanistan, these sources said, 
promised to extend its full coop- 
eration in checking the crime. 

According to a government 
announcement, the Afghan side 
agreed to exchange information 
on smuggling of narcoti^, to tar- 
get stockpiles of opi^im and 
heroin laboratories. 

"An agreement was also 
reached to set up a special 
group, comprising anti-narcotics 
offidtds of both the countries, to 
take specific steps to eradicate 
this menace," the announcement 
said. 

They also agreed on the for- 
mation of a permanent joint 
commission to discuss and 
resolve any issue concerning 
cross- border movement and 
issuance of visas etc. It was 
decided to nominate a technical 
team of ocperts and surveyors to 



I Pakistan, Taliban 
I agree to enhance 
bilateral trade 
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demarcate the border at 
Qamruddin Karez. * 

It was also announced that 
100,000 Afghan refugees wotdd 
be repatriated to their homeland 
this year. It was disclosed at the 
meeting that the return of these 
refugees would be under a tripar- 
tite agreement among the 
United Nations and governments 
of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

According to the agreement 
the UNHCR would provide shel- 
ter and drinking water to the 
refugees returning to their 
homes in Afghanistan. Transport 
facility would also be provided 
to them. 

Afghan delegation agreed to 
intensify efforts for the return of 
the refugees during coming 
years and said that the govern- 
ment of Afghanistan wanted 
their people to return to their 
homeland and take part in its 
reconstruction. 

Mr Haider, however, said 
Pakistan expected the interna- 
tional community to help 
Afghanistan rebuild its infra- 
structure destroyed during their 
war with the former Soviet 
Union. 

The two ministers were assist- 
ed by the ambassadors of both 
the countries and other senior 
officials. The representatives of 
Balochistan and NWFP govern- 
ments were also included in the 
Pakistani team. 
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ISLAMABAD - Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have agreed to con- 
vene technical committee for 
evolving a strategy to facilitate 
and promote bilateral trade, in par- 
ticular, the transit trade to the land 
locked country. 

This was decided in a meeting 
between visiting Afghan delega- 
tion and Commerce Minister Raz- 
zaq Dawood that ended on an 
agreement to continue consulta- 
tion pertaining to the revival of 
Afghan Transit Trade Agreement 
as early as possible. 

The Technical Committee com- 
prising officials concerned from 
both the sides would deliberate on 
the list of items to be allowed un- 
der, the revised ATTA. Pakistan 
side is pressing to allow not more 
than 18 items excluding luxury 
items like cosmetics while Af- 
ghans are asking for a list of 28 
items to be permitted under the 
ATTA. 

During the meeting, both t^e 



sides "explained views on opera- 
tional aspects of the agreement 
and decided to continue consuha- 
tipn so as to evolve a viable strat- 
egy beneficial to both the coun- 
tries," a Commerce Ministry offi- 
cial said. 

TTie Commerce Minister reitef- 
ated that Pakistan was keen to help 
out Afghan brethren in their diffi- 
culties, the official said. The min- 
ister urged the need for frequent 
consultations to strengthen the 
cordial bilateral relations between 
the two Islamic countries, the of- 
ficial added. 

The leader of the Afghan dele- 
gation, Interior Minister Abdul 
Razaq Akhund, pointed out Paki- 
stani i^oducts have great potential 
in Afghan markets. He hoped that 
Pak-Afghan relations witfi partic- 
ular reference to trade would grow 
fast with the passage of time. 
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US offered 
help on 

Osama 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, May 19: 
Interior Minister 
Moinuddin Haider on 
Friday offered to assist 
the United States in 
opening a dialogue with 
Afghan Taliban rulers on 
the issue of Osama bin 
Laden. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference here, he said: 
"Pakistan wants the issue to 
be resolved in direct talks 
between the United States 
and the Taliban mihtia." 

Mr Moinuddin Haider said: 
"Pakistan's stand on Osama 
issue is very clear as we can 
assist in opening the talks." 

The US wants Osama to stand 
trial in connection with 1998 
bombings of American 
embassies in East Africa in 
which about 200 persons were 
killed. It wants Pakistan to use 
its influence with the Taliban 
on the issue. 

He said the issue of Osama 
did not come under discussion 
during the talks with Afghan 
ministers when they were in 
Pakistan this week because it 
was not relevant to Pakistan. 

STRIKE: Referring to the 
traders' strike, the interior min- 
ister said, "The government is 



firm in its decision and will not 
drag its feet^ with regard to 
traders' strike and said, "It does 
not bother us." 

Mr Moinuddin Haider said 
the government was fair, both 
morally and legally, on the 
enforcement of the GST and it 
would not succumb to the 
traders' strike, which he termed 
as, "unfair" and a pressure tac- 
tic. 

Answering a question, the 
minister said the traders must 
fulfil their obligations and con- 
tribute to the development of 
countrj' by paying taxes. 

"Traders are unfair to poor 
people of this country," the 
minister commented and 
claimed that the people were 
with the government on this 
issue. 

He said the government was 
always ready to talk to traders, 
but made it clear that these 
talks would be aimed at the 
implementation of the GST at 
retail level. "If the GST can be 
enforced even in Bangladesh, 
then why not in Pakistan," he 
asked. 

When asked about the impact 
of the strike, he said its effect 
could not be judged exactly 
because 80 per cent of the shops 
remained close on Fridays. He 
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said that some leaders of businessmen wefe^ 
- i^uing irresponsible statements like 'Sve' 
will die and kill but not pay taxes" which^ 
were not in the interest of the country. ^ 

Mr Haider said the GST had already heien 
imposed on manufacturers and \^olesfders. 
"Now we are asking the retailers to pay 
their share of the GST which is merely 2 to 3 
per cent, " he said. 

He said the government wanted to reduce 
the federal as well as the provincial taxes. 

On the killing of Maulana Yousuf 
Ludhianvi, the interior minister said it was 
"a sad incident and a cold-blooded murder 
of a respected scholar." He, however, said 
the government had not yet got any clue of 
the killers. 

Referring to the riots in Karachi, he said 
he had asked the IG Police, Sindh, to ascer- 
tain whether the riots were a spontaneous - 
response to Maulana's killing or if they were 
part of some conspiracy. 

Answering another question, he said it 
would be premature to say as to who was 
behind the incident but he expressed the 
• government's resolve to turn every stone in 
getting to the killers of the scholar. 

When the minister's attention was drawn 
to religious parties/groups' demands includ- 
ing that Friday be declared as weekly holi- 
day and the protection of Islamic provisions 
of the Constitution, Mr Haider said that 
each and every constitutional provision on 
Islam would remain intact and that the gov- 
ernment had no intention to amend or scrap 
them. 



No U-tum on any issue between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 

FO says Kabul has agreed to cooperate on terrorists, 
training camps: Nothing new on Osama 



By MobarikVirk 

ISLAMABAD - The spokes- will continue on the issues in fu- 
man for the Foreign Office said in ture," the FO spokesman said, 
a briefing here Saturday afternoon / He said that during the. Afghan, 
that there is no 4iv«Esk|$horVl^'^ftte 

turn on any issue betweeli Paki- abad three nu^or issues were dis- ' 



Stan and Afghanistan. 

He said that during the recent 
visit of the Afghan Interior Min- 
ister Mullah Abdur Razzaq Ak- 
hund, talks were held in cordial 
and frank atmosphere where both 
the sides explained their perspec- 
tive freely. 

'There is only a minor differ- 
ence of opinion between the two 
sides on the Afghan Transit Trade. 
But it was agreed that discussions 



cussed which include: extradition 
of Pakistanis who have crossed 
over to Afghanistan after commit- 
ting acts of terrorism in Pakistan, 
Afghan Transit Trade and the men- 
ace of smuggling and Osama bin 
Laden. 

Extradition of 
Pakistani terrorists 

On the issue of Pakistanis who 
have crossed over to' Afghanistan 
after committing acts of terrorism 



here the Afghan Interior Minister 
has extended cooperation as de- 
xy tl^ I^stian gov^- 

pie who |ue wanted Syraldstan' 
and the list of these po^ons has 
been provided to the Afghan Inte- 
rior Minister. 

Terrorist camps indde 
Afghanistan 
About the terrorist training 
camps (grating inside Al^haoi'- 
Stan the Afghan Interioor Mui^ 
said that he was not aware <MF any 
such camps. The FO spokettnan 
... Sm tmam 
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No U-turn on any issue 



From page 1 

.said that these camps are not per- 
manent establishments and these 
people involved in such activities 
are always on the move. 

However, the FO spokesman 
said, the Afghan Interior Minister 
said that the Afghan government 
will not allow any such activity on 
its soil. "We will close these camps 
but you help us identify those," the 
FO spokesman quoted the Afghan 
Interior Minister as saying so. 
^ Osama bin Laden issue 
' On the Osama bin Laden issue, 
the FO spokesman said that there 
is nothing new. "Our stand re- 
mains that it is an issue conceal- 
ing directly Afghanistan and the 
United Stat<ss. We want the two 
countries to resolve the issue 
through direct dialogues and ef- 
forts," the FO spokesman said. 

Regarding the US demand of 
handing over Osama bin Laden so 
that he could be tried under their 
law the FO spokesman quoted 
Mullah Abdul Razaq Akhund as 
saying: "It is against our traditions. 
The situation is nothing new in 
Afghan history. In the past some 
11 Nazi generals took refuge in 
Afghanistan after the World War- 
II and they were accepted as 
guests. 

"At that time as well Afghani- 
stan faced most stringent econom- 



ic sanctions from the world which 
made the lives of Afghan people 
miserable but we never handed 
those generals over to the people 
who were after them. However, it 
was only after our traditional 
'Loya Jirga' decided that they 
were extradited," the FO spokes- 
man quoted the Afghan Minister 
assaying. 

' In Uie situation the Afghan gov- 
ernment said that the pr^lem was 
actually created by the US itself 
'which brought some 30,000 Arab 
youth to Afghanistan to fight the 
Soviet Union "There are hundreds 
of graves of these Arabs in Af- 
ghanistan who laid down their 
lives while fighting against the 
Soviet Union," they said. 

Secondly, the Afghans made a 
number of proposals to resolve the 
issue which were rejected by the 
US. These proposals include set- 
ting up a commission including 
members from Afghuiistan, Sau- 
di Arabia and another Muslim 
country to decide the fate of Osa- 
ma bin Laden; or to set up an in- 
quiry commission headed by the 
Afghan Chief Justice and the US 
should provide the chaiges against 
the man. In respmse the US only 
provided indictment but no evi- 
dence; or let the OIC delegation 
come and monitor Osama's move- 
ment. 



Jhe FO spokesnuui said, this is 
an issue between Afghanistan and 
the US and Pakistan is not in- 
volved in any way. He said that the 
US wants extradition of Osama 
bin Laden to a place where he 
should be 'brought to justice.' 
liransit trade and smuggling 
On the Afghan Transit Trade, 
where there is some difference of 
opinion between the two coun- 
tries, the FO. spokesman siud that 
Pakistan is not willing to allow to 
include the 17 items it has banned 
whereas Afghanistan is pressing 
for it. 

"The agreement on the Afghan 
Transit TYade was signed Iwck in 
1965 and the ban on the 17 items 
was imposed in 1985. The Af- 
ghans went into the Supreme 
Court against the decision and 
were provided relief. 

"Now the ban has once again 
imposed on inclusion of tlwse 17 
items in the agreement by the Pa- 
kistan government because it be- 
lieves that it is inflicting heavy 
damage to Pakistan's economy. 
According to the estimates pre- 
pared by the Central Board (tf Rev- 
enue (CBR) this damage is calcu- 
lated to the tune of Rs. 10 billion 
per annum besides damaging the 
local industry. However, tallcs on 
this issue will continue in future," 
the FO spokesman said. 
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Pakistan supports Jeddha talks on Afghan issue 

Pakistan-US security 
talks begin in June 



ISLAMABAD (Online) - Paki 
Stan and United States will hold 
dialogue on securify related and 
non- proliferation issues in June 
this year. 

"Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar 
will represent Pakistan at the talks, 
beginning middle of June in United 
States", Foreign Office Spokes- 
man Iftikhar Murshed said while 
talking to this agency here Mon- 
day. 

This will be Abdul Sattar'« first 
official visit to United States after 
assuming office of the Foreign 
Minister in October 1999. 

Last round of talks was held some 
two years ago between the then 
Foreign Secretary Shamshad 
Ahmad and US Deputy Secretary 
of State Strobe Talbott. The proc- " 
ess was stalled since then and it 
had been decided during US Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's visit to 
Islamabad in March this year to 
resume the dialogue. 

"Nuclear non-proliferation as 
well as peace and security in the 
region are some of the major is- 
sues to be discussed during the 
talks", the Spokesman said. 

He said eariier, Foreign Secre- 
tary used to lead Pakistan delega- 
tion at the talks with Talbott but it 
had now been decided that the 



Foreign Minister would represent 
the country at the parleys. 

He said Pakistan side would ap- 
prise the US officials of measures 
including those of confidence 
building, proposed by it for pro- 
motion of non-proliferation as well 
as regional peace and stability. 

It may be recalled that it was 
India, which did not respond posi- 
tively to Pakistan's proposal about 
Strategk:RestraintRegime,madedur- 
inglslamabadround of Foreign Sec- 
retary level talks in October 1998. 

It is expected that issue of Com- 
mand and Control System and ways 
to eliminate specter of nuclear and 
missileproliferation will also come 
under intensive discussion. 
Availing the opportunity to high- 
light centrality of the Kashmir is- 
sue and the need of its early settle- 
ment, Pakistan side will also make 
new proposals to handle security 
related and non-proliferation is- 
sues in an effective manner. 

Regarding the Jeddah round of 
talks tp solve the Afghan issue, 
Iftekhar Murshid said that Paki- 
stan said it supported recent Jeddah 
round of talks between Taliban 
and Northern Alliance as per its 
policy to back all efforts aimed at 
restoration of a durable peace in 
Afghanistan. 



"We are glad to note Confidaice 
Building Measures (CBMs), in- 
cluding those about exchange of 
the prisoners of war, were taken in 
the last round of Afghan talks", the 
spokesman. 

He said Pakistan would continue 
to support any negotiations, con- 
ducted anywhere for restoration of 
a durable peace in war-shattered 
Afghanistan. 

Responding to a question about 
the misunderstanding created af- 
ter a recent statement by the For- 
eign Office on the issue of Saudi 
dissident Osama bin Laden, the 
Spokesman siaid he was misquoted 
by a section of Urdu press adding 
that there is and will be no change 
in Pakistan's position on the issue. 

"Osama issue is a problem be- 
tween United States and Afghani- 
stan and it is for the two countries 
to resolve it through dialogue", 
Murshed emphatically said. 

"There is and will be no change 
in our policy on the issue", the 
Spokesman stressed and added 
Pakistan was against terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations. 
He said bin Laden was neither liv- 
ing in Pakistan's territory n<x was 
he a Pakistani national and this 
was a problem between Taliban 
and United States. 
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RAWA stages anti-Taliban 
demonstration in Washington 



WASHINGTON (NNI) - More 
than 100 women activists of Rev- 
olutionary Association of Wom- 
en of Afghanistan (RAWA) staged 
a demonstration in Washington, 
condemning the fundamentalist 
take over of Afghanistan in 1992, 

RAWA members, for the first 
time in US, held a press confer- 
ence at the scene and revealed the 
latest reports on the atrocities by 
the Taliban rulers against the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan, in particular 
Afghan women. 

RAWA also discussed the ways 
which international community 
particularly American people and 
US government can assist Afghan 
people. 

A representative from Senator 
Rcid's (D-NV) office delivered a 
message to the crowed on behalf 
of the senator. In his message. 
Senator Reid condemned the Tal- 
iban atrocities and violations 
against women of Afghanistan. 

Senator Reid commended 
j RAWA for their leadership in 
I struggle for independence, de- 



mocracy, freedom and women's 
rights in Afghanistan. The Sena- 
tor said: "United States must take 
a more active role in resolving the 
crises in Afghanistan. Th people^ 
of Afghanistan, especially its' , 
women and girls who have suf- 
fered so much, deserve freeddm 
and democracy." 

In a Statement by Congress- 
woman Carolyn Maloney (D- 
NY), she thanked RAWA as the 
oldest women's organization in 
Afghanistan. 

She emphasized that "we should 
support RAWA and recognize the 
importance of their work for Af- 
ghan women." Congresswomen 
Meloney said: "To the women of 
Afghanistan, I say. We remember 
you. We will not forget you, we 
will fight for you!" 

RAWA members in their reso- 
lution criticized US government 
for its support to the Taliban and 
Afghan jehad groups urging 
Washington to play its role to 
bring the Taliban and Jehadis 
leaders to the international court 



as the most brutal and inhuman 
war criminals against women. 

RAWA also advised US not to 
give asylum to any. fundamental- 
ist as well as Parchami and Khal- 
qi traitors. 

RAWA urged the US to send re- 
lief aid to Afghan people in the 
southern and northern provinces 
however the assistance should be 
given to the people without the 
least involvement of the Taliban 
and Jehadis. 

RAWA said: "The people of Af- 
ghanistan want democracy and 
freedom. 

Women's rights can not fully be 
in place unless we have a demo- 
cratic government. After all Wom- 
en's rights are human rights. We 
want respect for human rights and 
dignity in Afghanistan. Therefore, 
we want to tell the worid that we 
do not want any intervention of any 
country. Therefore we ask United 
States and the world community 
to recognize our struggle for free- 
dom and let the Afghan nation 
take control of their destiny." 



Moscow warning 
to destabilize 
region: FO 



ISLAMABAD May 23: Pakis- 
tan has said that Russia's report- 
ed warning to launch air strikes 
on suspected anti-Russian guer- 
rilla < training camps in 
Afghanistan, will have destabi- 
lizing impact on the region. 

Foreign office spokesman 
Iftikhar Murshed told newsmen 
at a briefing here on Tuesday 
that the Taliban had assured 
Pakistan that they would "not 
allow the use of Aighah soil for 
any hostile activity against any 
country." 

The spokesman was comment- 
ing on Monday's statement by' 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's spokesman, who alleged 
that the Taliban was providing 
military support to Chechen 
guerillas. 

The spokesman said Afghan 
interior minister Mullah Razzaq 
Akhund during his visit to 
Islamabad last week hUd quoted 
Mullah Umar as having 
declared that Afghanistan was 
against terrorism "in all its 
forms and manifestations" and 
would not allow anyone to use 
Afghan territory for hostile acts 
against any country. 

CE's VISITS: To a question 
Mr Murshed said Chief Execu- 
tive Pervez Musharraf would 
lead a delegation to Teheran to 
attend the Economic Coopera- 
tion Organization sunmut there 
on June 10. 

He would also pay a two-day 
visit to Oman from Jime 11. The 
chief executive during his stay 
in Teheran will meet the Iranian 
President and other heads of 
states. 

The CE will some time later 
visit Uzbekistan and Kazakhs- 
tan, he added. 

He also confirmed that 
Foreign Minister Abdus Sattdr 
would visit Washington in mid- 
Jime to hold talks with US De- 
puty Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbot, focusing on issues relat- 
ing to regional peace and securi- 
ty, Pakistan-India, relations and 
the nuclear question. 

The spokesman said that the 
US undersecretary of State 
Thomas Pickering would also 
visit Islamabad from May 25 to 



28 to hold talks with Foreign 
Secretary Inamul Haq on a host 
of issues. He would also call on 
Foreign Minister Abdus Sattar, 
Murshed said. 

Mr Pickering was likely to 
make a caU on Chief Executive 
Gen Pervez Musharraf, he 
added. 

The spokesman said a four- 
member committee of the OIC 
Afghanistan contact group was 
expected to meet in Islamabad 
on Wednesday to sort out the 
bottlenecks in the implementa- 
tion of the confidence-building 
measures as agreed at the 
Jeddah meeting last month. 

The meeting of the so-called 
trouble-shooting committee, 
comprising Pakistan, Iran, the 
OIC and the UN, would consider 
the issues holding follow up 
action on the CBMs agreed by 
the rival Afghan warring groups' 
at the Jeddah meeting, the 
spokesman added. 

As a consequence of the hold 
up in implementation of the 
CBMs, the scheduled meeting of 
the group in Pakistan during die 
first week of June, has been 
postponed following a telephon- 
ic call on Tuesday, from Iranian 
special envoy Tahirian to his 
Pakistani counterpctSrt at a date 
to be finalised la^r. — HA 

AFP adds: The FO spokesman 
said Pakistan would act in the 
best interests of its national 
security if India carried out fur- 
ther nuclear tests, leaving open 
1 the possibility of a matching 
response. 

MR Murshed made the state- 
ment while commenting on 
reports in the Indian press that 
New Delhi was preparing to con- 
duct further nuclear tests. 

The report^ also said 
Pakistani foreign secretary 
Inamul Haq had gone to Beijing 
to seek Chinese support in 
preparing for a response if India 
were to make new tests. 

"Let me categorically deny 
it," Murshed said adding that 
Mr Haq's visit was part of regu- 
lar consultations between 
Pakistan and China, who main- 
tained an all weather friend- 
ship. 
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USSR disintegratioii changed- 
US policy towanis Afigllamsta^ 



PESHAWAR - Abdul Wali 
Khan has said that America has no 
interests in Afghanistan, as the 
former Soviet Unions had broken 
into pieces. 

"I didn't see any change in the 
American policies towards former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif or 
sitting Chief Executive Gen. 1^- 
vez Musharraf. 

If the later had failed in follow- 
ing the USA agenda then his fate 
will not be different from the ear- 
lier," he remarked while answer- 
ing to a question during a Press 
conference at Wali Bagh Cahr- 
sadda on Thursday. 

Wali Khan had made his best to 
confme himself to internal rifts 
among the ANP ranks but he 
was compelled to say some- 
thing about regional and^ na- 
tional politics/ * 

"Americans are worried about 
Pakistan's nuclear capabilities and 



From Our Correspondent 

its development will harm the au- 
thority of West," he added. 

He said that Nawaz Sharif was 
backed by US for some specific 
purposes and when they were 
achieved it removed him. Advo- 
cating in favour of his point of 
view, he reminded that Nawaz 
Sharif had got an historical man- 
date in 1997 elections, but he mis- 
' used the power for pfflrsonal inter- 
ests. 

He recalled that during a meet- 
ing on. October 10, 19# he had 
told the PML leadership to remain 
alert but it failed to understand. 

After the nuclear tests tiie USA 
took more interests in the regional 
politics to protect its interests. Wali 
Idianhfls urged Indlia mA Pakistan 
to resolve Kashmir issue through 

' He said thit terrorists training 

centres should be closed down in 
Afghanistan. This is one of the US 



demands from Pakistan and Af- 
ghanistan. Wf 

he said the West has imposi ' 
sanctions asainst Afghanistan i' 
cause of temwist training centi 
He called upon the religiof 
groups to help control the terr^ 
ism. \ 

When asked about the future 
the country, Wali Khan sa| 
though the political situatioi 
the country is not stable hoW^ 
ever the time will m^ike 
^ngsdwBl 

He said Pervez Musharraf d^ 
not know, where he is leading i 
' downtry. 

He observed that politicians ( 
take the country out of the present 
Cfisli, therefore, the army 
should restore the democracy. 
Wali Khan said that they ire 
political people and believe*in 
political approach for resolving 
the issues. 
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ANP leader Wall Khan addressing a Press conference In Charsada 
on Thursday .-Staff photo by Tarlq Aziz 
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Donors warn Afghans 
against fresh fighting 



s 



ISLAMABAD (NNI)- Express- 
ing alarm at reports of eruption of 
fighting, donors to Afghanistan 
have warned the warring factions 
that hostilities could endanger ef- 
forts to generate additional aid for 
the war-ravaged country. 

In a demarche to the Afghan 
factions, the Afghan Support 
Group (ASG) said that aid to Af- 
ghanistan could stop if fighting 
breaks out. 

Text of the letter was issued to 
the Press by the United Nations 
office in Islamabad on Wednes- 
day. 

'The resumption of large-scale 
hostilities by the warring parties 
will jeopardize efforts to generate 
additional aid for Afghanistan, as 
well as the prospects of future re- 
habilitation and development as- 
sistance," the letter said. 

The w^ing came as Taliban 
and the opposition northern alli- 
ance engage in heavy fighting at 
the advent of Sununer and the 
snow-clogged mountain passes 
open up. 

Mullah Abdur Razaq, Taliban 
Interior Minister said at a recent 
press conference in Kabul that the 



opposition would be eliminated this 
year, 

Taliban had launched a major 
offensive last year and had reached 
at the mouth of the strategic Pan- 
jsher Valley, the stronghold of 
opposition commander Ahmed 

Abbas, Razzaq 
discuss drought 
in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - Minis- 
ter for Kashmir Affairs and North- 
em Areas, Abbas Sarfraz Khan 
discussed here with the Afghan 
Interior Minister MuUa Abdul 
Razzaq Akhund. the drought situ- 
ation in Afghanistan and return of 
Afghan refugees to their mother- 
land. 

Abbas told the Afghan minister, 
who called on him that Pakistan 
government was fully aware of the 
drought situation in the neighbour- 
ing Mghanistan. 

He assured all possible assist- 
ance by Pakistan on humamitarian 
grounds to the Afghans to fight 
drought miseries . 



Shah Masood, known as Lion of 
Panjsher. However Masood forc- 
es had pushed the Taliban fighters 
out of Shomali Plains, north of 
Kabul. 

*The donor community is par- 
ticularly concerned that consider- 
able human, material and financial 
resources are devoted to the war 
effort while a severe drought is 
affecting a large part of the coun- 
try," the ASG letter said. 

"The potential for large-scale 
human tragedy, including the loss 
of lives and livelihoods, exists," it 
added. 

The UN has found it increasing- 
ly difficult to generate internation- 
al aid for Afghanistan. In die last 
two years the UN has failed to get 
even 50 per cent of the money it 
requested. 

The warning was issued in a let- 
ter sent Tuesday to both the Tal- 
iban, who rule 90 per cent of 
Afghanistan, and the opposition, 
who control the remaining 10 per 
cent. 

In their letter, the donors say 
diere are reports tiiat both sides in 
the conflict are preparing for all- 
out war. 





Resumption of fighting in Afghanistan 

Donors hint at 
stoppage of aid 



ISLAMABAD, May 17: The 
Afghanistan Donors Support 
Group has warned that resump- 
tion of hostilities by Af^an fac- 
tions would jeopardize efforts to 
generate aid resources for reha- 
bilitation and development in 
the war-devastated country. 

A statement issued here on 
Wednesday by the UN office of 
Coordinator for Afghanistan 
said that the group's chairman 
had addressed a demarche to 
two Afghan authorities and 
expressed concern at the diver- 
sion of human and financial 
resources to war effort in the 
midst of a severe drought that 
had hit a large part of the coun- 
try. 

The demarche is addressed to 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghan- 
istan imder Mullah Mohammad 
Umar and the Islamic State of 
Afghanistan once headed by 
Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

According to the demarche, 
the chairman of the ADSG after 
consultations expressed alarm at 
reports that the warring groups 
in Afghanistan were again mak- 
ing preparations for fighting 
which was likely to lead to fur- 
ther loss of life and additional 
human suffering for the civilian 
population. The donor communi- 
ty was particularly concerned 



By Hasan Akhtar 

that considerable human, mater- 
ial and financial resources were 
devoted to war effort while a 
severe drought was affecting a 
large part of the country. 

It said the primary responsi- 
bility for dealing with the conse- 
quences of drought rested with 
the authorities that controlled 
those areas. 

"These authorities are, there- 
fore, urged to immediatdy real- 
locate the resources used for 
military activities to provision of 
wgently needed food and other 
assistance to the drought-affect- 
ed populations. 

"United Nations and non-gov- 
ernmental agencies providing 
assistance to (the) civilians 
affected by war or drought must 
be allowed to operate according 
to . internationally-recognized 
principles of neutrality, impar- 
tiality and independence," the 
demarche stressed, adding 
"authorities must facilitate 
their work and respect the right 
of communities in need, wher- 
ever they may be, to receive 
assistance. International assis- 
tance must be provided on the 
basis of assessed need; it cannot 
be subjected to any form of dis- 
crimination or political pres- 
sures". 

It said the donor community 



remained conunitted to provid- 
ing assistance to alleviate the 
suffering of the drought victims. 
The resumption of large-scale 
hostilities by the warring parties 
will, however, jeopardize its 
efforts. 

As prescribed by the Strategic 
Framework for Afghanistan, 
such assistance will only be pro- 
vided if it was part of an overall 
effort to achieve peace and if it 
could be determined that no 
direct or political advantage 
would be accrued by either of 
the warring parties. 

Asked for Pakistan's com- 
ments, the Foreign Office 
spokesman told Dawn that 
Islamabad had already made 
known that Pakistan regarded it 
in its own national interest and 
in the interest of all concerned if 
a durable peace could be 
restored in Afghanistan. 

It was pointed out that the 
Organization of Islamic 
Conference, too, at its last meet- 
ing in Saudi Arabia had hoped 
that the parties in Afghanistan 
would not raise the level of hos- 
tilities in Jtme — the month that 
marked elevated levels of fight- 
ing in the past — and that they 
would continue to work for 
establishing durable peace in 
Afghanistan., 
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ZABUL: An Afghan head of a nomad (Kuchi) family prepares to leave along with his cattle in drought-hit Shlnkay 

village south of Qalat, southern province of Afghanistan.-AFP 



KANDAi^ARrAn arn^ TaUba militia soldier sits beside a fieJd ready to be harvested in 

Kandahar province.-AFP ^ 
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ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Moinuddin Haider shakes hands with his Afghan counterpart, 
Mulla Abdur Kaxaq Akliund, before their one-to-one meeting here on Monday.— AFP 
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Mullah Abdul Razzaq Akund, Interior Minsiter of Afghanlsatn, called on President Raflq 
Tarar at the Aiwan-e-Sadr Islamabad, on Wendesday. 
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Federal Minister Lt Gen. (Retd) Moin-ud-DIn Haider 
talking to Afghan Interior Minister Mulla Abdul Razzaq 
Akhund In Istamabad on Monday. 



Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar receiving his Afghan r 
counterpart at the Foreign Office on Tuesday. 
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Opposition accuse Taliban 
of massacring prisoners 



KABUL (AFP) - The Afghan 
opposition Sunday accused the 
ruling Taliban of massacring 198 
prioners after the warring factions 
reached an agreement on a pris- 
oner swap this week in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

A senior spokesman for the anti- 
Taliban key commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood said the prisoners, 
most of them of fighting age, were 
taken out of jails in northern Af- 
ghanistan, shot dead and buried in 
mass graves. 

The Taliban atuhorities denied 
the opposition claim. 

'On Thursday May 11 the 
Taliban took out 198 people from 
the jails in Sheberghan, Mazar-i- 
Sharif and Samangan and mas- 
sacred them.' said the spokes- 
man, Abdullah, who uses only 
one name. 

'They hurried them in mass 
graves in Robatak pass and at 
the foot of Chaghar mountain 
of Samangan, and Gul 
Mohammad hill in Ma/,ar-i- 
Sharif,' Abdullah said. 



V 



Most of them were from the Af- 
ghan ethnic groups of Hazara 
and Uzbek, he said, warning 
that the 'massacre' would give 
a new twist to the Afghan 20- 
year crisis. 

Abdullah said the Taliban killed 
the prisoners because they were 
not willing to swap them as part 
of the agreement both sides 
reached at the Saudi Red Sea 
port city of Jeddah under the 
auspices of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) this 
week. 

The Taliban religious militia, 
which controls most of the 
country, is battling Masood, 
who remains the last obstacle 
to the Islamic militia's ambi- 
tion to take cpntrol of the entire 
country. 

'This is our impression that the 
Taliban thought that the prisoner 
swap might happen, so they thought 
it was better to kill them before 
hand,' he said. 

Taliban Information Minister 
Qudralullah Jamal strongly dis- 



missed the opposition claim as a 
manoevere to aviod the envisaged 
prisoner swap. 

'This is absolutely untrue. They 
want to portray their own position 
as ours,' he said. 

'According to our Islamic 
policy, no body has been 
harmed. The opposition are try- 
ing to find a way to delay the 
exchange, process and put the 
blame on us.' 

He said that the Taliban Supreme 
Leader MuUa Mohammad Omar 
had issued a special decree order- 
ing the authorities not to ill-treat 
the prisoners. 

Jamal told AFP the Taliban were 
very 'keen and serious' on the pris- 
oners swap, accusing the opposi- 
tion of putting the Taliban prison- 
ers to forced labour. 

Though it is difficult to know the 
exact total of prisoners, conserva- 
tive estimates put the number held 
by each side at thousands. The two 
have swaped prisoners in the past 
under individually arranged ex- 
changes. 



Afghan leader 
says he fled to 
Iran alone 

TEHRAN, May 21: Afghan 
opposition leader Ismail Khan, 
who escaped from a Taliban jail 
in Kandahar, says he fled into 
Iran alone by disguising himself 
as a member of the militia, 
according to an account pub- 
lished on Saturday. 

"As I knew that my freedom 
would need to be approved by 
the Taliban along with the 
Pakistanis, I decided to act 
alone," Mr Khan told Ghods, a 
conservative newspaper pub- 
lished in the northeast Iranian 
city of Mashhad. 

Mr Khan, a former governor of 
western Afghanistan's Herat 
province, was a close ally of 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, whose 
government in Kabul was ousted 
by the Taliban in 19%. Mr Khan 
fled to Iran in 1995 but returned 
to Afghanistan and was jailed by 
the Taliban in May 1997. 

Mr Khan told the newspaper 
that he was captured by a man 
named Malik, who had invited 
him as a guest then handed him 
over to the Taliban, on payment 
of $10 million by Pakistan.— 
AFP 



Afghan Opposition 

commander 
defects to Taliban 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - An Af- 
ghan opposition commander has 
defected to the ruling Taliban mi- 
itia along with 200 fighters, re- 
ported the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AlP) on Thursday. 

Maulvi Mohammad Zahir, once 
governor of the northern Afghan 
province of Samangan under the 
goYgmment of former Afghan 
pr^ssi'dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
joined the Taliban on the 
frontlines in northern Kunduz. 
province on Wednesday, AIP 

said. 
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Taliban threat to 
regional peace, 
says Masood 

KABUL (Online) - Ahmed 
Shah Masood, leader of Northern 
Alliance of Afghanistan, has once 
again warned against the 'danger 
posed by Taliban' to the coun 
tries of the region. 

In an interview with aTajikistan 
newspaper, he said Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) should be vigilant towards 
the expansionist designs of 
Taliban regime, reports Radio 
Tehran. 

He alleged that Pakistan's m- 
icrfeience in Afghanistao wouU 
not end because some of the 
groups had planned to extend their 
S activities to Central Asia for which 
I they relied on Taliban. 
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Afghan peace talks delayed 

JEDDAH (AFP) - Afghan A delegation from the Talibap 
peace talks sponsored by the Sau- militia which holds power in 
di-based Organisation of the Is^^ Kabul, meanwhile, met with Ib- 
lamic Conference (OIC) have. '];ahim Baker, the OIC deputy sec- 
been put off by a day until Mod- .^^ retary general for political ijfairs, 
day, the OIC said. ,3^*^ the ^-member oi^anisation said. 

It said the arrival of the oppo^^ ' Theindirect peace talks, due to 
sition delegation in the Red Sea' t last four days, coincide with a 
cityofJ^ldah for a second round' -visit to Saudi Arabia by Paki- 
of peace talks since March was . Stan's Foreign Minister Abdul 



delayed until late Sunday. 



Afghan peace 
talks begin in 
Jeddah today 

JEDDAH, May 7: Afghan 
peace talks, sponsored by the 
Saudi-based Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), have 
been put off l)y a day until 
Monday, the OIC said. 

It said ihc arrival of the oppo- 
sition delegation in Jeddah for a 
second round of peace talks 
since March was delayed until 
late Sunday. 

A delegation from the Taliban 
militia, which holds power ia 
Kabul, meanwhile, met Ibrahim 
Baker, the OIC deputy secretary 
general for political affairs, the 
55-member organization said. 

The indirect peace talks, due 
to last four days, coincide with a 
visit to Saudi Arabia by 
Pakistan's Foreign Minister 
Abdul Sattar, who met on 
Sunday with the OIC secretary 
general, Ezzedin Laraki. 

They held talks on the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan and 
Kashmir. 

In a first round of Afghan 
peace talks in March, the 
Taliban and a delegation from 
the opposition coalition met sep- 
arately with OIC officials in 
Jeddah for three days. But the 
talks made no progress and the 
OIC failed to sit the two sides 
together around the same 
table.— AFP 



Sattar, who met on Sunday with 
the OIC secretary general, Ezzed- 
in Laraki. 

They held talks on the situation 
in Afghanistan and Kastunir. 

In a first round of Afghan peace 
t^ in March, the Taliban, who 
control around 80 per cent of Af- 
ghanistan, and a delegation fix>m 
the imposition coalition met sepa- 
rately widi OIC officials in Jeddah 
for three days. 

But die talks made no progress 
and die OIC failed to sit die two 
sides together around the same ta- 
ble. 

The Taliban militia's administra- 
tion is recognised only by Paki- 
stan, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The forces of ousted President 
Builianuddin Rabbani under ex- > 
defence minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood continue to defy the Is- 
lamic militia nordi of Kabul and 
in the mountainous northeast. 
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JEDDAH (AFP) - Afghanistan' s 
warring factions resumed a new 
round of indirect peace talks in 
Saudi Arabia sponsored by the 
Organisation of die Islamic .Con- 
ference (OIC) on Monday, dieOIC 
said. 

A delegation of die Taliban mi- 
litia which holds power in Kabul, 
led by Mulla Amir Khan Mutaqui, 
held talks widi Ibrahim Bakr, tbft 
OIC deputy secretary general for 
political affairs. A 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Javad Zarif, whose country 
holds die chair of die OIC, and die 
UN envoy on Afghanistan, 
Francesc Vendrell, also took part 
along widi envoys of Pakistan and 
Tunisia, members of an OIC com- 
mittee on Afghanistan. 

Later Monday, the same team 
met at OIC headquarters in the 
Red Sea city of Jeddah widi a del- 
egation of die Afghan opposition 



coalition, whose delayed arrival 
held up die talks initially due to 
start on Sunday, 

The charge d'affaires at die Af< 
ghan embassy in Riyadh, who was a 
in dieTaliban delegaticHi, told AFP 
diey asked for die United Hadom 
and OIC to woric to halt fcceign 
interference in Afghanistan. 

The Taliban also called on the 
mediators 'to halt die war waged 
by die opposition and help the 
central government to establish 
its rule,' Mouloud Abdelwahab 
said., .■ ' 

He proposed a dialogue on an 
exchange of prisoners, 'which 
would help create a climate of trust 
between the two parties*. 

A sinular round of incUrect Af- 
ghan peace talks was ti^ldinJeddah 
for diree days in March. But they 
made no progress and die Olc 
failed to sit the two sides to^edier 
around the same table. 
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6 persons killed in Taliban's 
artillery shelling in Kunar 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - At least 
six people were killed as a result 
of Taliban's heavy artillery shell- 
ing on the opposition bunkers in 
eastern Afghan province of Kunar, 
reports Radio Tehran. 

A spokesman of the opposition 
northern all i ancc and former Gov- 
ernor Nangarhar province Haji 
Abdul Qadeer told Radio Tehran 
that the alliance forces carried out 
series of operations in the eastern 
province damaging six Taliban's 
posts. 

He said that commander Jandad 
Khan led the operation. These 



posts, Qadeer said, were recently 
established by the Taliban in 
Babaro Tangi in Narang district. 

Qadeer, however, did not men- 
tion the casualties on the part of 
the Taliban and said that a pick up 
of the student militia was also de- 
stroyed during the operation. 

Meanwhile, Director General 
of the office for foreign refugees 
and immigrants, Yusuf said as 
many as 1000 Afghan refugees 
voluntarily returned to Afghani- 
stan from Hurmazgan province of 
Iran. 

Yusuf said that the repatriation 



of the Afghan refugees has started 
following the accord signed by the 
Iranian government and UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees for 
the purpose. 

He said that the repatriation pro- 
gramme would continue for six 
months, reported Radio Tehran 
on Sunday. 

Neariy 5,000 Afghan refugees 
went back to the war-ravaged Af- 
ghanistan from Iran last month. 
Yusuf said that all these refugees 
did not possess documents but 
added that they voluntarily re- 
turned home. 



12 killed in 
clashes between 
Taliban, dacoits 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - As many as 12 
persons have been killed as a re- 
sult of clashes between Taliban 
soldiers and alleged dacoits on the 
border between Afghanistan and 
Iran. 

The reports from Afghanistan 
reveal that alleged dacoits have 
made a din at Honeyrod area of 
Farah province in Afghanistan, for 
forcibly collecting taxes from the 
traders and businessmen. In this 
connection, Taliban leaders have 
received several complaints from 
the affected persons. 

Taliban authorities on Saturday 
initiated a crackdown against the 
dacoits Instead of surrendering to 
Taliban, dacoits started firing on 
Taliban soldiers. The clashes con- 
tinued for around nine hours. As a. 
result one dozen criminals were 
killed and one identified Mualim 
Akhtar was arrested alive. 

The Taliban authorities have 
captured four vehicles, four, artil- 
lery , two rocket launchers, 17 
klashnikov and one wireless set 
into custody. Such a gang of crim- 
inal was known for taxing the trad- 
ers in all over Farah, Nimroz and 
Herat provinces, bordering with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
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Four killed in 
Taliban attack 
on Takhar base 



KABUL, May 21: Four civil- 
ians were killed and two others 
wounded as Taliban jet filters 
attacked a key opposition 
stronghold in the northeastern 
province of Takhar, opposition 
officials said on Sunday. 

The air raids late Saturday 
destroyed at least two houses in 
the provincial capital Taloqan, 
said Abdullah, a spokesman for 
the northern alliance forces, led 
by former defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Abdullah said he believed the 
bombing was a prelude to an 
imminent Taliban offensive in 
Parwan province abutting 
Takhar. 

He said the ruling militia had 
deployed some 3,000 Taliban 
fighters on the so-called Old 
Road frontlines north of Kabul 
to attack Masood's positions in 



Parwan. 

"Their attack from the Old j 
Road is expected to start soon," I 
Abdullah told AFP on a satellite ; 
telephone. i 

He, however warned: "If \ 
there is a plan to attack, there is 
a plan to defend naturally." 

He conceded that Taliban sol- 
diers had advanced seven kilo- 
metres (four miles) on the 
northern side of the strategic 
Salang Tunnel, 120 kilometres 
north of Kabul. 

The opposition spokesman 
on Friday claimed that 
the Taliban had launched a. 
massive assault in the Salang 
area but their advance had 
been halted. 

No independent confirmation 
was immediately available and 
Taliban officials offered no 
comment. — ^AFP 
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Heavy fighting erupts 
in north Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - A new 
round fighting erupted in north- 
em Afghanistan on Monday as 
opposition forces launched a coun- 
ter-attack against Taliban troops 
in the northern Salang area, a re- 
port here said. I 

The pre-dawn attack mounted 
by the forces of opix)sition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood was 
•very heavy,' the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported. 

'Both sides are using tanks and 
artillery,' the Pakistan-based pri- 
vate news .service said putting the 
combined casualty toll at six dead 
and eight wounded. 

It said the fighting was intense 
but the frontlines remained 'un- 
changed' and so far the opposition 
forces had made *no advance.' 

Independent confirmation of the 
report was not immediately avail- 
able. 

Opposition spokesman Suhail 
Assem accused the Taliban of 
launching what he called a renewed 
attack on Monday . against 
Masood's positions to the north of 



Salang pass. 

He said the early morning attack 
continued for a couple of hours, 
adding *they attacked our posi- 
tions with rockets and shells.' 

Taliban troops tried to capture 
mountaintops overiooking the stra- 
tegic Salang Tunnel. 120 
kilometers (75 miles) north of 
Kabul but 'there was no change in 
the frontlines and the attack was 
repulsed,' he added. 

AIP said the opposition retalia- 
tion came three days after an of- 
fensive by the ruling Taliban mili- 
tia in the northern region of the 
Salang tunnel. 

Masood's troops attacked the 
Taliban positions from the hills 
overlooking the nearby. Baghlan 
province, the report said, adding 
that the Taliban held Baghlan city 
and also controlled a road leading 
to the Salang area. 

AIP said the fighting was mainly 
concentrated in northern Salang 
area where the Taliban fightoshad 
advanoedseveral kilometers foUov^ng 
their offensive (mi Friday. 



4 killed in Taliban jet 
attack on Opp base 



KABUL (AFP) - FouRicivilians 
were killed and two woi^ded as 
jet fighters of Afghanistan' s ruling 
Taliban attacked a key opposition 
stronghold in the northeastern 
provinqe of Takhar, opposition 
officials .said Sunday. 

The air raids late Saturday de- 
.stroyed at least two houses in the 
provincial capital Taloqan, said 
Abdullah (Eds: one name), a 
spokesman for the anti-Taliban 
northern alliance forces led by 
former defence minister Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

Abdullah said he believed the 
bombing was a prelude to an im- 
minent Taliban offensive in 
Parwan {M^ovince abutting Takhar. 

He said the ruling militia had 
deployed some 3,000Taliban fight- 
ers on the so-called Old Road 



frontlines north of Kabul to attack 
Masood' s positions in Parwan. J 

'Their attack from the Old Road 
is expected to start soon,' Abdullah 
told AFP on a satellite telephone. 

He, however warned: 'If there is 
a plan to attack, there is a plan to 
defend naturally.' 

He conceded that Taliban sol- 
diers had advanced seven 
kilometers (four miles) on the 
northern side of the sU'ategic Salang 
Tunnel, 120 kilometers north of 
Kabul. 

The opposition spokesman on 
Friday claimed the Taliban had 
launched a massive assault in the 
Salang area but their advance was 
halted. No independent confirma- 
tion was immediately available and 
Taliban ofikials offered no com- 
ment. 



Taliban make 
gains in north 



PESHAWAR, May 19: The 
Taliban militia has captured 
vast areas in two days of fight- 
ing with the opposition in the 
northern Baghlan province, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency reported on Friday. 

The Taliban made these 
gains in the province's Salang 
hills, on the northern side of 
the Hindxikush mountain range, 
AIP quoted unidentified 
sources as saying. It said the 
fighting raged overnight and 
the whole day on Friday. 

Taliban authorities in Kabul 
and Kandahar expressed igno- 
rance of the fighting in which 
11 people were killed on both 
sides, AIP said. 

Anti-Taliban commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood, mean- 
while, launched an offensive 
against the Taliban forces in 
the east of the Do Shee area in 
Baghlan province, it reported. 

Masood's attack was possibly 
aimed at relieving Taliban pres- 
sure on the strategic Salang 
t front. A pass and road tunnel 
located in the Salang moun- 
] tains connects Kabul with 
^ Afghanistan's north. — dpa 
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